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Introduction

1. The purpose of this document is to set out the Council’s position with regard to
housing supply across the Local Plan period 2021-2041 to support the Regulation
19 Local Plan. This trajectory uses a base date of 15t April 2024 and comprises of
completed dwellings (between 1%t April 2021 — 31t March 2024), committed
developments (i.e., extant planning permissions), draft allocations proposed
within the Local Plan itself, and a windfall allowance. A summary of the housing
delivery anticipated as a result of these factors, as well as a breakdown of sites
included within the Housing Trajectory, are set out within Appendices 1 and 2
respectively.

Housing Need and Supply

2. Paragraph 75 of the NPPF 2023 requires demonstration of a trajectory illustrating
the expected rate of housing delivery over the plan period. The standard
methodology identifies a housing requirement of 675 dwellings per annum (dpa)
for Uttlesford?®.

3. In addition to the dwelling completions and commitments data, this Housing
Trajectory includes an allowance for windfall sites of 110 dwellings per year
(beginning from the Year 27/28) based on historic rates of completions on small
sites (1-4 dwellings over the period 2014/15-2023/24) below the Housing and
Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) minimum site size threshold. The
long-term trend is for 123 dwellings per annum to be completed on small sites
(Table 1) however a cautious 110 dwellings is assumed. To avoid double counting
existing commitments, no allowance for windfall is made in the three years
2024/25 —2026/27. Small sites with planning permission have been included and
are assumed to be completed in the next three years.

Table 1: Historic delivery rate of small sites (1-4 dwellings)(net)
2014/15 76
2015/16 148
2016/17 144
2017/18 95
2018/19 156
2019/20 155
2020/21 166
2021/22 79
2022/23 127
2023/24 87

! Justin Gardner, Local Housing Need Assessment, 2024, Available at: WEBPAGE.
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Total 1233
Annual Average 123

4. ltis noted that the Government’s Planning Practice Guidance does not suggest
including a “lapse rate” or “non-implementation rate”, however, it is not realistic
to assume that all extant permissions will be implemented at a particular date in
time and a 10% lapse rate on small sites has been applied to accommodate this.

5. Finally, in addition to the strategic allocations, an allowance of 900 dwellings has
been made for non-strategic allocations, with 600 of these dwellings being
accommodated by the Larger Villages band within the settlement hierarchy, and
the remaining 300 at Newport. Further detail and the justification for these
allowances is provided in the ‘Larger Villages and Newport Housing Requirement
Topic Paper’.? In broad terms, respective Parish Councils have been provided a
housing requirement for which they have agreed to take ownership of through
the preparation non-strategic allocations made within new or updated
Neighbourhood Plans. In accordance with Core Policies 6 and 19, should a
Neighbourhood Plan with sufficient allocations not materialise, then Uttlesford
District will address this through a review of the Local Plan.

6. Delivery projections have been determined with consideration to several factors,
including the planning status of the site, the scale of the site, the submission /
approval of corresponding planning and building control applications, industry
average lead-in times and delivery rates, and site visits.

7. The Council will need to demonstrate that at the point of adoption of the Local
Plan, it has sufficient deliverable sites to meet a minimum of 5-years' worth of
the District’s housing need, including the appropriate buffer which, for Uttlesford,
comprises 20%. For the purposes of the trajectory, the point of adoption of the
Local Plan is anticipated to be 1% April 2026. Table 2 below demonstrates the
Council’s 5 Year Housing Land Supply as it is anticipated to exist at the 1%t April
2026, with supply figures directly correlating to the trajectory summary in
Appendix 1.

2 Uttlesford District Council, Larger Villages and Newport Housing Requirement Topic Paper, 2024, Available at:
WEBPAGE
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Table 2: 5-Year
Housing Land
Supply (April
2026)

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

Total

Housing
Requirement

675

675

675

675

675

3375

Housing
Requirement
(Incl. 20% Buffer)

810

810

810

810

810

4050

Housing Supply

795

755

655

1029

1118

4352

8. The anticipated Housing Supply of 4,352 represents 107% of the Housing
Requirement (incl. 20% buffer) over the same period which is 4,050. At point of
Local Plan adoption, it is therefore anticipated that the Council would be able to
demonstrate a 5-Year Housing Land Supply of 5.35 years.
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Appendix 1: Housing Trajectory Summary

Dwellings
stesource | § | & | 3|8 |8 |58/ 8|28 /8/3(8/8|5/8|28| 2% puingran
s S| 2|3|g g/ 5182|2328/ 28|3/28 8|5/8|28]|2/reriog
& R ]| & | & | & | & | 8 & & & R/ & | & & | & | & | 8 & &
U Completions 234 | 740 | 828 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1802
% Commitments 0 0 O] 551 | 613 | 792 | 625 | 499 880 692 527 | 396 | 239 | 202 | 171 | 100 | 100 | 100 100 | 100 6687
M| Commitments
O] (C2 Use) 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 46 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 125
Strategic
Allocations 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 316 425 | 423 | 396 | 380 | 366 | 308 | 298 | 298 | 298 | 230 3738
Non-Strategic
Allocations 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0| 154 | 155 | 142 | 141 | 140 | 108 40 20 900
Windfall
Allowance 0 0 0 0 0 0| 110 | 110 110 110 110 | 110 | 110 | 110 | 110 | 110 | 110 | 110 110 | 110 1540
Lapse Rate
Allowance 0 0 o 17| 17| 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -51
Total 234 | 740 | 828 | 534 | 596 | 795 | 755 | 655 | 1029 | 1118 | 1062 | 929 | 899 | 847 | 789 | 659 | 648 | 616 | 548 | 460 14741
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Appendix 2: Housing Trajectory Site Breakdown



Dwellings

g abed

& & S & & S & Q 3 s S 3 S 3 3 S 3 a3 s T Delivered
Site Source S S Q S 8 ] N ] 2 8 5 ] 2 3 8 g 5 < 3 g During

& & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & Plan

Period

Completions 740 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1802
Commit t 0 792 625 499 880 692 527 396 202 100 100 6687
Commitments (C2 Use) 0 20 20 46 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 125
Strategic Allocations 0 0 0 0 0 316 425 423 380 298 230 3738
Non-Strategic Allocations| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 155 40 20 900
Windfall Allowance 0 0 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 1540
Lapse Rate Allowance 0 -17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -51
Total 740 795 755 655 1029 1118 1062 929 847 548 460 14741




8 (& &8 1€ &8 |I&§ &8 |8 I8 | [8 |8 |&8 [8 |8 |8 [8 |8 [§ |3
— . - Date of Capacit . Capacit Pre-Local = =5 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =2 = S I Dwellings Delivered
Application Reference Site Address Description o SLAA Reference PATY |Units Lost pactty i S q Q 3 9 S N Q I b= b g R 3 3 g o 2 3 =) N9 .
Permission (Gross) (Net) Plan Period | & & o q a I S a o 3 8 3 ey 3 8 3 8 3 Py P During Plan Period
3 39 3 39 39 39 39 39 I3 39 3 39 3 39 3 39 3 39 I3 39
Year1 | Year2| Year 3 | Year4 | Year 5
[Sites (1-4) (Excluding technical starts
whereby permission lapsed >10 years [N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 96 116 87 165 165 165 794
]ago)
SECTOR 1 EMBLEMS
2 .
UNDTOTHE (Al e maters e e grn
UTT/1006/04/DFO NORTH OF dwellinas an arages with associated highwa 09/09/2004 105 0 105 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 49 7 105
GODFREY WAY o e gareg Y
GREAT DUNMOW
CM6 1EF
SECTOR 3, PHASE
3
UTT/0386/05/DFO WOODLANDS Construction of 100 dwellings 07/03/2005 100 0 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 49 2 100
PARK
GREAT DUNMOW
UTT/0392/05/DFO SECTOR 3,
UTT/0246/07/FUL WOODLANDS . .
UTT/0399/08/FUL PARK, Construction of 300 dwellings 27/05/2005 334 0 334 1 0 56 0 32 49 49 49 49 49 333
UTT/0406/08/FUL GREAT DUNMOW
Construction of 51 dwellings and associated
SECTOR 2 estate roads, footpaths, garages, car spaces,
UTT/0395/05/EUL WOODLANDS PARK |foul and surface water drainage, gmelmty areas, (,2050005 51 0 51 2% 15 10 25
boundary treatment and landscaping including a
GREAT DUNMOW provision of landscape margin to north west by-
pass
SECTOR 2, PHASE 4
UTT/0496/05/FUL WOODLANDS PARK |Erection of 253 dwellings 16/06/2005 253 0 253 244 6 3 g
GREAT DUNMOW
Sector 4 , Parsonage | Dem of derelict farmhouse & construction of up
UTT/13/1663/DFO Park, Gt Dunmow, to 125 dwellings( 15 x2, 14 x3 & 1 x 4 bed Aff
UTT/2212052/FUL Parsonage Downs, Gt |houses, 10 x1 & 10x2bed Afford Flats=50 Aff & |°/10/2013 118 0 e 2 AN 0 104 20 f 207 20 | 20 116
Dunmow 75 Mkts (bed unknown)
«Q
(9]
UTT/13/168 45,9 (L)i;tmssrg::SRTaT, Redevelopment to provide 370 Res units to
. include 70 extra care units, new retail food store, [04/11/2014 370 0 370 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 53 53 53 53 53 53 52 370
UTT/17/3106/DFO Great Dunmow (West B1 B2 &B8 employment land
of Chelmsford Road) |- ploy
Application for the approval of matters reserved
by outline planning permission UTT/13/3467/0OP
Lo Soun 01 (2161800 e el 200 s
UTT/16/1856/DFO Radwinter Road . . i "9 i 13/01/2017 200 0 200 151 24 25 49
residential access roads, public open space,
Saffron Walden .
surface water attenuation areas and
landscaping, and access to and preparation of
land for a one form entry primary school
Land To The South Of |Details following outline application
UTT/18/0103/DFO The Endway UTT/17/0259/OP for 9 no. dwellings , details of [11/05/2018 9 0 9 1 6 2 8
Great Easton appearance and scale
Lo st Gron | O4e SPcatr, o e gl o v
UTT/20/1473/DFO HollowClapton Hall ngs an P 31/08/2017 5 0 5 0 0 0 5 5
dwellings with all matters reserved except for
LaneDunmow
means of access and general layout
Demolition of existing outbuildings and proposed
Millside construction of 5 new dwellings with garaging in
Stortford Road the grounds of Millside, and the addition of a
Ui e~ Hatfield Heath detached garage to the existing house with a 2ogent] 2 g 2 0 0 € € 0 2 ®
CM22 7DL new access to be formed to serve Millside and
Plot 1.
Sector 3 Woodland
UTTA7/1652/FUL PEISEIREE EiEen @l 20, O bEEiui SRR, || s 20 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 10 20
DunmowWoodside layout parking, amenity space and landscaping.
WayDunmow
Land Adj To Coppice |Residential development of 20 dwellings with
UTT/17/1852/FUL Close associated vehicular accessl points off Durl1mow 18/05/2018 20 0 20 0 0 20 20
Dunmow Road Road, open space, car parking and associated
Takeley infrastructure.
Land To The West Of
UTT/18/1608/FUL The Oak Barn Proposed erection of 5 no. new dwellings 01/11/2018 5 0 5 0 0 5 5
Green Street
Elsenham _
\L/‘allr;(js SR O I Proposed residential development and
UTT/17/3571/FUL flas associated infrastructure to erect 9 no. 10/12/2018 g 0 © 0 0 0 0 0 4 5 ©
Bardfield Road ¥
dwellings.
Thaxted




Cutlers Green Farm
Cutlers Green

Change of use of Grade Il Listed barn to provide
a residential dwelling, change of use and
extension of curtilage barn to residential, change
of use and residential conversion of existing
agricultural silos, demolition of other agricultural

Uil AUL Cutlers Green Lane buildings and structures, and erection of new L te2u 4 u € € 0 € €
Thaxted agricultural-style dwellings and link buildings to
provide 7 residential dwellings with associated
parking, landscaping and private amenity space.
Erection of new garage to serve plot 1
Land South East Of
SA;ia:rHalhngbury Details following outline approyal
UTT/20/0336/DFO Bedlars Green Road |2 | 16/3669/OP for the erection of 35 n0. 14/ 35 35 24 0 0 6 35
L Dwellings - details of appearance, landscaping,
I @ layout scale and access
Great Hallingbury :
CM22 7TJ
Consultation on S62A/22/0000002 for
Former Friends’ conversion of buildings and demolition of
UTT/22/1040/PINS e, (I SUIETgS (9 Elloy EEEERpmEnti® (oD ed |0 ammps 9% 96 0 0 6 | 20 | 20| 20 | 20| 16 90
Pleasant Rd, Saffron |dwellings, swimming pool and changing facilities,
Walden CB11 3EB associated recreation facilities, access and
landscapina.
Proposed erection of 14 dwellings comprising of
Land At 7 no. one bed flats, 3 no. 2 bed flats, 2 no. three
UTT/18/2820/FUL Thaxted Road bed houses and 2 no. 4 bed houses including 23/10/2019 14 14 14 14
Saffron Walden associated external works with all dwellings
provided as affordable housing.
Former Walden Dairy
UTT/18/3399/FUL 135 Thaxted Road Demoli'tion <?f exi§ting buildings and erection of 7 08/11/2019 7 7 0 0 3 4 7
Saffron Walden no. residential units
CB11 3BJ
Demolition of single storey extension, proposed
The Cricketers ground and first floor extensions and conversion
22 Beaumont Hill of former public house to form 3 no. flats.
Uiz AUL Great Dunmow Erection of 2 no. detached dwellings and cart S OL2020 & ® S S
CM6 2AP lodge. Creation of a new vehicular and
pedestrian access
Approvarl of Reserved Matters following
outlinepplication UTT/18/0824/OP details of
layout, scale,
landscaping and appearance relating to the
Land East Of g:\;(-lzlliﬂgr;fgtscg g}zsssite to provide 150 residential
UTT/19/2355/DFO Thaxted Road . ) 29/01/2021 150 150 52 75 12 11 150
C3) and associated infrastructure works.
Saffron Walden
[UTT/18/0824/OP: Outline planning application
for the development of up to 150 dwellings (Use
-U Class C3) with all matters reserved except
Q) accessl
«Q PR BHEE G Demolition of existing garage workshop and
UTT/22/33800BUL Vi) (L (el erection of 2.5 storey block of 5 no. residential ~ |10/03/2023 5 5 0 0 0 0 5 5
Street Thaxted Essex flats
= CM6 2ND
o The erection of 24 dwellings with associated
access, car and cycle parking and landscaping,
drainage and acoustic fencing, construction of a
The Joyce Frankland |new multi-use games area (MUGA) and
Academy Cambridge [floodlights, replacement floodlighting to existing
U oAU Road Newport CB11  |artificial turf pitch, construction of new fenced 2T 2 2 i 2
3TR tarmacadam courts for tennis and netball, first
floor and side extension to the Wawn sports
pavilion, new brick electrical cupboard and
reconfigured car parking.
Details following outline application
Land South Of UTT/18/0507/OP (approved under appeal
UTT/21/0338/DFO Canfield Pa'rk Cottage [reference APP/C1570NV/18/3?1021 1), details of 09/04/2021 5 5 5 5
Great Canfield Road |appearance, layout, landscaping and scale.-
Great Canfield Revised scheme to that approved under
UTT/19/2670/DEO for plots 3. 4 and 5
Lang EastOf | velinge mocing all ecessary
UTT/18/2959/DFO Little Walden Road . X . 12/05/20 85 85 58 26 85
Saffron Walden infrastructure and Iand§caplng. Details of
appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.
;z:t(:]g:zrriv?fc:lose Proposed residential development of up to 13
UTT/19/2288/FUL dwellings including associated external works 12/05/2020 13 13 13 13
Bartholomew Close i [EEiT
Great Chesterford :
Land Adjacent The
UTT/22/1727/FUL Granary Erection of 6 no. three bed residential dwellings |03/08/2022 6 6 0 0 0 0 3 3 6
Stortford Road
Dunmow
Land At Maranello . . .
Watch House Details following outline approvgl )
Green Felsted UTT/20/1596/OP for 7 no. dwellings - details of
UTT/21/0757/DFO Dunmow layout, scale, landscaping and appearance. (The |10/06/2021 7 7 7 7
Essex outl?ne plannilng application was NOT ?n ‘
CM6 3EF environment impact assessment application)
Land south of the Details following outline approval
UTT/21/0009/DEO Farmhouse, Old Mead |UTT/18/3370/OP for the erection of up to 9 no. 26/07/2024 9 9 0 1 4 4 9

Road, Henham,
Hertfordshire

dwellings - details of layout, appearance and
landscaping.




Land To The South Of
The Street

Erection of 8 no. residential units and associated

UTT/18/2049/FUL . 25/06/2019 8 8 0 6 2 8
Takeley parking.
CM22 6LY
Details following outline permission
Land Off UTT/17/0649/OP (granted under appeal ref:
UTT/20/0028/DFO Stevens Lane APP/C1570/W/18/3205707) - Details of access, [07/10/2020 7 7 0 0 0 0 4 3 7
Felsted appearance, landscaping, layout, scale for 7 no.
dwellinas
Details following outline approval
UTT/18/3529/OP (approved under appeal
Land to the south of
UTT/21/1755/DFO Braintree Road, FIEEIED ARSI IS D | (g 30 30 0 0 0 0 10 10 10 30
erection of up to 30 no. Dwellings with
Felsted, Essex X - .
associated roads and infrastructure - details of
appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.
The Old Mill Haslers  [Prior Notification of change of use of a building
UTT/20/2380/PAO3 Lane Dunmow CM6  |from office (use Class B1) to 12 no. dwellings 16/11/2020 12 12 0 0 12 12
1XS (use Class C3)
Details following outline approval
bjg:tg’fme North  \71/17/3573/0P (approved under appeal
UTT/21/3269/DFO Henham Road TSI (AR AT ) 1711212021 350 350 o | 10| 117 | 49 | a0 | a0 | 49 | 27 350
access road infrastructure to serve up to 350
Elsenham . y
. new homes and associated uses - details of
Hertfordshire §
appearance. landscaping. lavout and scale.
Details following outline approval
Land West Of UTT/13/2107/OP and UTT/18/1826/DFO -
UTT/20/2220/DFO RIS Vel IS Gifepyanth SRl [EmEREETag i 19/02/2021 326 326 0 50 93 49 49 49 36 326
Woodside Way appearance relating to the development of the
Dunmow site to provide 326 residential dwellings and
associated infrastructure works
Land To The South Reserved Matters application, seeking approval
UTT/20/3329/DFO e el of appearance, layout, scale and landscaping, {45505, 76 76 0 14 62 76
London Road for 76 dwellings following approval of outline
Little Chesterford planning permission UTT/19/0573/OP.
Details following outline approval
Land To The North UTT/17/§556/OP - details of appealrance,
. landscaping, layout and scale (Outline
(Ao = PITely application with all matters reserved except for
UTT/20/2148/DFO Lodge 2 ot 2 24/02/2021 7 7 0 0 0 0 4 3 7
; access for the demolition of all commercial
Station Road - . .
Little Dunmow buildings and removing of commercial storage
and the erection of 8 no. detached dwellings,
modifying the existing access to Priory Lodge)
Details following outline approval
-U Land West Of UTT/13/2107/OP and UTT/18/1826/DFO -
UTT/20/34198F0 UEaiEli WhY Il Gl (e, Gl [EREREEINg e 29/03/2021 464 464 44 | 127 | 128 49 49 49 20 464
Woodside Way appearance relating to the development of the
(D Dunmow site to provide 464 residential dwellings and
associated landscaping and infrastructure works
=
[N Marstons, Start Hill,
Stane Street, Great Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 8
UTT/21/0692/FUL Hallingbury, Bishops  |no. dwelllngs,AanngA with other assomatgd 13/05/2021 8 7 0 0 0 1 4 4 7
Stortford, development including access, car parking and
Hertfordshire, CM22  |landscaping
7TA
Land BehindThe Old
Cement Erection of 35 Dwellinghouses (Revised scheme
UTT/20/0864/FUL WorksThaxted to that approved under UTT/16/1444/OP and 12/07/21 35 35 0 0 0 7 14 14 35
RoadSaffron UTT/17/3038/DFO
WaldenEssex
Residential development comprising 14
Land at Pound Hill dwellings (use class C3), vehicular access,
UTT/19/1789/FUL y g public open space, sustainable drainage 21/05/2021 14 14 0 0 0 7 7 14
Little Dunmow .
systems and all other associated hard/soft
landscapinag and infrastructure.
UTT/21/2337/FUL Stane Street, Great : g & rereli | 24/09/2021 9 8 0 -1 0 0 4 5 8
Hallingbury. CM22 7TA plots 2 and 3 (amendment to previously
goury, approved application No, UTT/18/1982/FUL).
Detalls following outline approval
UTT/17/3426/OP (approved under appeal
Land south of
Unni2il27ailAe REGTEER (RO ﬁfi’.??ﬂgévzﬂffégff 8;::3(:{: e e 72 72 o | o 16 2 | 28 72
UTT/23/1046/FUL Radwinter Road, housing (use class t,2) together
infrastructure including road, drainage and
Saffron Walden, Essex . )
access - details of appearance, landscaping,
e /2% vyt e Ou.tllpe application for demolition of e'><|st|ng.
Bardfield Road buildings and erection of 14 no. dwellings with all
UTT/20/0614/0OP Thaxted matters reserved except access and layout 28/10/2021 14 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 14
CM6 3PU (alternative scheme to that approved under
planning permission UTT/18/0750/0P)
Land To The East Of |Construction of 15 new dwellings, including 6
UTT/20/1098/FUL Tilekiln Green affordable dwellings, vehicular access and 01/11/21 15 15 0 0 15 15
Great Hallingbury associated parking and landscaping
Land South Of Green
Corners Details following outline application
UTT/21/1121/DFO Latchmore Bank UTT/19/1896/OP for 5 no. dwellings. Details of  [29/11/2021 5 5 0 0 5 5
Little Hallingbury layout, appearance, scale and landscaping
Hertfordshire
Land South Of
Vernons Close Outline permission with all matters reserved
UTT/20/0604/0OP Mill Road except access for the erection of 45 no. 30/11/21 45 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 23 45
Henham dwellings

Hertfordshire




Tiggers, Ongar Road,

1 no. Additional dwelling above garaging and
amendments to the gardens of plots 2, 3, 4 and
5 of previously approved application

UTT/20/3395/FUL Dunmow, Essex, CM6 |UTT/18/3089/FUL 10/12/2021 10 © ©
1EX
[UTT/18/3089/FUL: Removal of existing mobile
home and erection of 9 no. residential dwellings.]
Land To The West Of Outline e.lpplicaltion for the cc?nstruction of up to
UTT/19/2354/0P Buttleys Lane 0 GRS U REWEMRE SRS WD | goyrgm 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 | 2 | 16 60
Dunmow agreed in detail and all other matters to be
reserved.
Hybrid planning application with: Outline planning
permission (all matters reserved except for
points of access) sought for demolition of
existing buildings (excluding Folly Farm) and
development of up to 332 dwellings, including
affordable housing, 1,800 sqgm Health Centre
(Class D1) and new access from roundabout on
B1256 Stortford Road together with provision of
open space incorporating SuDS and other
associated works. Full planning permission
UTT/18/2574/0P Land south of Stortford | 1t for demolition of existing buildings 21/01/2022 440 439 0 0 0 10 49 | 490 | 55 | 55 | 55 | 49 | 49 | 49 [ 19 439
Road, Dunmow ; )
(including Staggs Farm) and development of
Phase 1 to comprise 108 dwellings, including
affordable housing, a new access from
roundabout on B1256 Stortford Road, internal
circulation roads and car parking, open space
incorporating SuDS and play space and
associated landscaping, infrastructure and other
works. 14ha of land to be safeguarded for
education use via a S.106 Agreement | Land
South Of Stortford Road Dunmow
Demolition of existing terrace houses, Village
The Cottage, Molehill |Stores, Meadow View and The Cottage, merging
UTT/20/0223/FUL Green, Takeley, CM22 [their plots to enable the erection of 6 no. Terrace |17/02/2022 6 3 0 0 3 3
6PQ houses with associated parking and landscaping
including new access road.
Land east of Resgrved matters application cc?nsisting of
Warehouse Villas details of appearance, landscaping, layout and
UTT/22/2763/DFO . ! scale of the 10 no. Market Housing Plots 7 - 16 |23/02/2022 10 10 0 0 5 5 10
Stebbing Road, . . L
. following outline application UTT/19/0476/OP for
Stebbing, Essex . R
the erection of 17 dwellings.
Land east of Resgrved matters application copsisting of
Warehouse Villas details of layout, scale, landscaping and
UTT/22/067&%0 Stebbing Road ’ appearance of the Affordable Housing Plots 1-7 |23/02/2022 7 7 0 0 7 7
. g following outline application UTT/19/0476/OP for
Q) S, B the erection of 17 dwellin:
o o
D Demolition of existing residential outbuildings,
Oakbourne the erection of a garage to serve existing
Hammonds Road dwelling, and erection of 5 no. detached
UTT/ZZ/OWO'@L Hatfield Broad Oak dwellings with associated private garden and [OLs2e22 & ® 0 0 0 @ S
CM22 7JN garage, and new access road from existing
public highwav
Proposed conversion of existing restaurant (A3)
The Gate Inn to 2. no. dwellings (C3), including part dgmolition
74 Thaxted Road of single storey rear elements and erection of
UTT/20/3429/FUL ground floor and first floor extensions. Erection |16/03/2022 5 5 0 0 0 5 5
Saffron Walden . .
CB11 3AG of 3 no. detached dwellings to rear of site,
utilising existing access of Thaxted Road, with
associated parking and hard/soft landscaping.
The Star Inn
UTT/21/2924/FUL Market Place Change of use from hotel to 3no. two bedroom 18/03/2022 5 5 2 3 5
Great Dunmow flats and 2no. one bedroom flats
CM6 1AX
Falaise And Montjoy |Demolition of existing pair of semi detached
UTT/21/3095/FUL The Street Takeley dwglling§ and th'e construction (?f six new 19/04/2022 6 4 0 0 1 3 4
Bishops Stortford residential dwellings and associated access,
CM22 6QP parking and landscaping.
Land To The East Of |Proposed erection of 9 no. detached dwellings,
UTT/21/3182/FUL Station Road Little provision of new access and associated 22/04/2022 9 9 0 0 4 B 9
Dunmow Essex landscaping and parking.
Details following outline application
UTT/19/0393/OP (approved under appeal
Land West Of reference APP/C1570/W/19/3234530), details of
UTT/22/0152/DFO Parsonage Road appearance, landscaping, layout and scale for  |04/05/2022 110 110 33 49 28 110
Takeley the erection of 110 no. dwellings with associated
open space, landscaping and other drainage and
hiaghwav infrastructure.
Construction of 89 new dwellings, vehicular
access from London Road and associated
parking, open space and landscaping. Including
the provision of ball catch netting for the
UTT/20/2632/FUL et Vi O Lo | et s, o @ e e st 24/05/2022 89 89 37 20 20 12 89
Road Newport Essex i . )
access for Newport Primary School including
landscaping improvements, an off-site
playground highway improvements to the
bridleway and associated development.
g?:;sr;ezg rri Bég';:s Outline application with all matters reserved for
UTT/21/2755/0P 14 no. dwellings (Class C3), parking, 31/05/2022 14 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 14

Great Hallingbury
CM22 7UZ

landscaping and all associated development




Dunmow Farm The

Proposed conversion of building into 2 no.

tiT;é izﬂgtg)FUL gL?‘lars;vv;\i/yEcs?‘;:itCM(S Dwellings (revised scheme to previously 06/06/2022 9 9 6 3 9
38J approved application UTT/20/3219/FUL).
Proposed refurbishment of Lea Hall including the
addition of new detached garage and detached
Lea Hall Dunmow swimming pool building. Conversion of barns
UTT/19/3173/FUL Road Hatfield Heath  |and cottage to 8 no. Dwellings. Demolition of 24/06/2022 11 11 0 B 6 11
CM22 7BL existing stables to be replaced by 3 no.
Dwellings with cart lodges and associated
landscapina.
Old Cottage Start Hill
Stane Street Great Proposed erection of 7 no. dwellings including
UTT/21/3339/FUL Hallingbury Bishops the closure of existing access, creation of new |28/06/2022 7 7 0 0 3 4 7
Stortford Hertfordshire |access and associated infrastructure.
CM22 7TG
Full planning application comprising a residential
development for 130 dwellings (including
Land West Of Hall affordable housing);.the provision of f)per'w space;
UTT/19/0462/FUL play areas; car parking; new pedestrian linkages;|27/07/2022 130 130 0 0 0 49 49 32 130
Road Elsenham Essex X . .
landscaping and ancillary works, with access off
Hall Road, and the change of use of 0.371ha of
agricultural land for educational use.
Lo S| o e T T
UTT/20/1882/FUL Farm Braintree Road N N 19/08/2022 24 24 0 0 8 8 8 24
access from Braintree Road, complete with
Felsted Essex . ;
related infrastructure and landscaping
UTT/22/0355/FUL Land South Qf Wicken |Proposed erection of 5 no. de.tached dwellings, 22/08/2022 5 5 5 5
Road Clavering Essex |detached garages and associated development.
Demolition of five existing buildings, and erection
Land Rear Of Malt of three new buildings forming 10 residential
UTT/21/2649/FUL Place Cornells Lane  |dwellings. Alternative scheme to that approved |05/09/2022 10 10 0 0 0 5 5 10
Widdington CB11 3SP [under references UTT/20/2154/FUL,
'U UTT/20/0876/FUL and UTT/20/3016/FUL
jab) Land to the west of Details following outline application
UTT/22/110%0 Stortford Road, UTT/20/2639/OP for the erection of 31 no. 05/09/2022 31 31 28 3 31
. dwellings and 38 no. parking spaces - details of
Clavering, Essex .
appearance, landscaping. layout and scale
| Land West Of Bury Reserved matters application, following approval
oo Farm of UTT/22/1078/DFO, for appearance,
UTT/22/1078/DFO Station Road landscaping layout and scale, for the proposed 07/09/2022 38 38 18 10 10 g
Felsted development of a doctors surgery and 38
Essex dwellings. To be considered in conjunction with
UTT/22/1080/FUL
Outline application for the erection of up to 233
Land South Of (East residlential Fiwellings including affordable )
Of Griffin Place) housmg, with pL.Jbllc open space, landscaping,
UTT/21/2509/0P Radwinter Road sustainable drainage system (SuDS) and 21/09/2022 233 233 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 49 49 49 37 233
Sewards End Essex associated works, with vehicular access point
from Radwinter Road. All matters reserved
except for means of access
Land To The West Of |Outline permission with all matters reserved for
UTT/20/0264/0P Thaxted Road Debden |the erection of 25 no. private and affordable 03/10/2022 25 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 13 25
Essex dwellings
UTT/22/2290/0P Road Little Dunmow " o ) 14/10/2022 8 7 0 0 0 0 3 4 7
dwelling and all outbuildings and erection of 8 no.
Essex CM6 3HG "
dwellings
Details following outline application
UTT/21/0690/OP for the demolition of existing
Land at Lindsell Car bungalow and car breakers/scrap yard buildings,
Breakers, Holders removal of outdoor storage associated with car
UTT/22/2232/DFO Green Road, Lindsell, |breakers/scrap yard, and erection of 5 no. 17/10/2022 5 4 0 0 0 2 2 4
Dunmow, Essex, CM6 |detached dwellings. Closure of existing access
3QL and creation of new private drive. Associated
landscaping - details of access, appearance,
landscaping, layout and scale
Land North Of Cox Ley |Erection of 12 no. dwellings including new
UTT/20/0422/FUL Cox Ley Hatfield Heath|access and associated landscaping. Creation of |17/10/2022 12 12 0 0 0 0 6 6 12
Hertfordshire parking area for adjacent playing field.
J F Knight Roadworks |Proposed demolition of all existing buildings and
Ltd Copthall Lane structures. Erection of 8 no. dwellings and
U2 AR AL Thaxted Essex CM6  |associated amenity space, parking, landscaping 25402022 g g & € E
2LG and ancillary works
Deatails follwing outline application
Land North Of Ashdon |UTT/17/3413/OP - details of layout,
Road appearance, landscaping and scale, for the
U2 iEieie Ashdon Road development of 55 dwellings together with 202022 = = S ik ® K < o=
Saffron Walden associated open space, landscaping, parking
and supportina infrastructure
Details following outline application
Marlensdale Burton UTT/19/2666/OP for the demolition of existing
UTT/22/2094/DFO End Stansted Essex |agricultural buildings and erection of 5 no. 27/10/2022 5 5 0 0 0 5 5

CM24 8UF

dwellings - details of access, appearance, layout
and scale.




Land Opposite Roding

Details following outline application
UTT/20/2759/OP (approved under appeal

UTT/22/2190/DFO Hall Dunmow Road reference APP/C1570/W/21/3277289) for 5 no. |31/10/2022 5 5 0 0 0 5 5
High Roding Essex dwellings - details of access, appearance,
landscaping, lavout and scale
Land At The Former
Takeley Service Proposed redevelopment of the Dunmow Road
UTT/22/2185/FUL Station Dunmow Road |Car Park to provide 8 no. Dwellings including 02/11/2022 8 8 0 0 0 4 8
Takeley Essex CM22 |associated parking and landscaping works.
6SP
Land North Of . .
UTT/21/2719/FUL Braintree Road Proposed erection of 32 no. self build and 04/11/2022 32 32 0 0 0 10 11 11 32
custom build dwellings
Dunmow
Outline planning application with all matters
reserved except access for up to 88 dwellings
Land East Of (including affordable housing and self/custom-
UTT/21/2488/0OP Parsonage Road build plots), as well as public open space, 09/11/2022 88 88 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 22 22 22 88
Takeley children's play area, landscape infrastructure
including a buffer to Priors Wood Ancient
Woodland and all other associated infrastructure
Outline planning application with all matters
reserved, for up to 155 dwellings (including
Land West Of affordable housing and self/custom build plots),
UTT/21/3311/OP Garnetts Dunmow as well as public open space, children's play 09/11/2022 155 155 0 0 0 0 0 0 52 52 51 155
Road Takeley area, land retained in agricultural use,
landscaping and all other associated
infrastructure
Building At Marks Hall
UTT/22/2950/PAQ3 Marks Hall Lape Pn.orl Notification of cr}ange of use of agricultural 13/12/2022 5 5 0 0 0 5 5
Margaret Roding building to 5 no. dwellings
Essex
Demolition of existing buildings and the erection
Barns At Glebe Farm |of five dwellings with associated garaging,
UTT/22/1433/FUL Mill End Green Road |landscaping and operational development 28/12/2022 5] 5 0 0 5 5
Great Easton Essex  |(Following grant of prior approval for change of
use to create five dwellings)
Demolition of existing buildings and construction
Ve iase of 12 no. residential dwellings (Use Class C3
UTT/21/0245/FUL Tenterfields Great X - ng ( ) 04/01/2023 12 11 0 0 0 5 6 11
with associated landscaping, access, and
Dunmow CM6 1HH .
infrastructure.
Lo st f T tag| Yo o 4 ot 7 o
UTT/21/1495/FUL Inn Duck Street Little [ (o oo SPACE); INCIUSI oo 16/01/2023 47 47 0 0 0 15 15 10 47
plots for self-build homes; together with
Easton Essex . . .
associated access, carparking and landscaping
Bradleys Barn Brick . — .
UTT/22/3287/PAQ3 Kiln Lane Rickling  ||_"or Notification of change of use of agricultural 55,1553 5 5 0 0 0 5 5
Green building to 5 no. dwellings
U Details following outline application
P o vaic  |UTT21/033010P for erection of 3 detached
UTT/22/18 (0] 9 dwellings and 2 semi-detached dwellings with 30/01/2023 5 5 0 0 0 5 5
Dunmow Essex CM6 . . .
[9) 3ss associated accesses and garaging - details of
appearance. landscapina. lavout and scale
= Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of
h replacement dwelling. Alterations to existing
Woodside Farm accessl lto provide a type f minor acces§ road:
Gallows Green Road Demolition of 4568.8 square metres of intensive
UTT/22/1764/FUL poultry rearing/production buildings and 31/01/2023 5 4 0 0 -1 4
Great Easton Essex ! . .
CM6 30S associated hardstandings/structures. Erection of
4 no. detached dwellings with associated
garaging, parking and gardens. Provision of
ecology areas.
Land Adjacent To The
UTT/22/2632/FUL Green Man Mill End Erecpon of 5 no. dweIAI|ngs with associated 23/02/2023 5 5 0 0 5 5
Green Road Great parking and landscaping.
Easton Essex
Barns 2,3 And 5 At
UTT/23/0169/PAQ3 Parsonage Farm Prlc?r Not|f|cat|9nl of change of use .of 2 no. 13/03/2023 5 5 0 0 0 5 5
Parsonage Lane agricultural buildings to 5 no. dwellings.
Barnston Essex
Outline application with all matters reserved
Helena Romanes except access for the erection of up to 200
UTT/20/1929/0P School Parsonage dwel'llngs, demolition of exnstlmg schoo! buildings, 13/03/2023 200 200 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 50 50 50 200
Downs Dunmow CM6 |public open space, landscaping, sustainable
2AT drainage system and vehicular access from the
B1008 Parsonaae Downs.
Land West Of Outline planning application with all matters
UTT/22/2917/0P Clatterbury Lane reserved except access for five dwellings with  |24/03/2023 5 5 0 0 0 0 5 5
Clavering Essex landscaping and associated infrastructure.
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of
77 High Street 29 no. Retirement Living (Category Il Sheltered
UTT/19/1437/FUL Great Dunmow Housing) apartments for the elderly with 16/03/2021 29 29 0 29 29
CM6 1AE associated communal facilities, car parking and
landscaping
Approval of reserved matters following outline
Land North Of application UTT/16/2865/OP. Details of
UTT/19/2388/DFO Water Lane appearance, landscaping and layout relating to  |19/06/2020 9 9 0 0 0 4 5 9
Stansted the redevelopment of the former gas holder site
to provide 9 no. dwellinas.
Bricketts . . . A
London Road Details following outline application
UTT/19/2900/DFO Newport UTT/16/1290/OP - Details of appearance, 21/08/2020 1 10 -1 11 11
CB11 3PP landscaping, layout and scale for 11 dwellings
Land West Of i . . L
Maranello Details following outline application
UTT/18/1011/OP (granted under appeal ref:
UTT/20/0757/DFO \é\;?sti::dHouse Green APP/C1570//18/3210501) for 28 dwellings. 23/07/2020 28 28 0 28 28
CM6 3EF Details of appearance, landscaping, and scale.
Land West Of Technical Details pursuant to Planning in
UTT/19/2852/FUL Stortford Road Principle ref UTT/18/3326/PIP for the erection 8 [24/07/2020 8 8 0 5 8
Clavering dwellings




Land East Of St

Construction of 22 Custom/ Self Build Dwellings

UTT/19/1508/FUL Eﬂ:muz:;s Lane (Revised Schemes to UTT/17/3623/DFO) 25/06/2020 22 1 21 12 0 2 21
Pauls Farm
UTT/20/3475/CLE Little Bardfield Road  |Existing use of 5 no. caravans as residential 18/04/21 5 0 5 0 5
Little Bardfield dwellings.
CM7 4TN
S62A/2022/0012 Outline Planning Application
with all matters Reserved except for the Primary
UTT/22/2760/PINS L] SR ET S || EES Gl EHEoss Bk D CRERpREl iRl | jomapn 200 0 200 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 | 50 | 50 | s0 200
Road, Elsenham 200 residential dwellings along with landscaping,
public open space and associated infrastructure
works.
Reserved Matters (Appearance, Landscaping,
Layout and Scale) for 99 residential dwellings
:_saexr;)derSr;I;ZeA\/: gséf? i (Use Class C3), and associated works to include
UTT/21/2461/DFO Stansted Road details required by Conditions; 17 (sound 12/04/23 99 0 99 0 40 20 20 19 99
Elsenham insulation measures) and 19 (Surface water
drainage scheme) of planning permission ref:
UTT/19/2470/0P
Barns At Little Smiths
UTT/23/0489/PAQ3 Green Farm Prlc?r N0t|f|cat|f)nl of change of use .of 2 no. 17/04/23 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 5
Bumpstead Road agricultural buildings to 5 no. dwellings.
Hempstead
Details following outline application
Land East And North UTT/19/2118/OP for the erection of up to 41 no.
Of Clifford Smith Drive dwellings - details of appearance, landscaping,
UTT/22/3178/DFO Watch House Green layout and scale. Application to discharge 27/04/23 41 0 41 0 0 0 0 15 15 11 41
Felsted conditions 7 and 8 (Surface Water Drainage), 11
(access arrangements), 12 (pedestrian link), and
22 (Eneray Statement)
Iézr:gf;%ugo(:; /East Of 8 no. dwellings with associated infrastructure
. . (amendments to previously approved application
UTT/22/2936/FUL (B:zliar;(/j;;;:dan{IIj:d UTT/19/3166/FUL - approved at appeal ref: 05/05/23 8 0 8 0 0 0 0 4 4 8
Thaxted APP/C1570/W/20/3265617).
S62A/2022/0014- Outline application with all
Land To The West Of
UTT/22/3258/PINS Ttz R St ||kl SN Ol for RS ifor 49 @ 170) oy 5 170 0 170 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 | 49 | 49 | 23 170
Walden Essex dwellings, associated landscaping and open
space with access from Thaxted Road
S62A/2022/0007 - Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 (Section 62A Applications)
Residential development comprising 130
Land South Of dwellings, together with a new vehicular access
UTT/22/21744S Henham Road (i (RS (Ree), PUHIB @ Spees, 14/06/23 130 0 130 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 | 49 | 32 130
Elsenham landscaping and associated highways, drainage
Q_) and other infrastructure works (all matters
(@) reserved for subsequent approval apart from the
primary means of access, on land to the south of
D i f land to th h of
Henham Road, Elsenham)
=
o1 Outline application for up to 50 market and
UTT/20/2908/0P Land South Of Bedwell aﬂordgble dvyelllngs, public oPen space and 15/06/23 50 0 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 25 50
Road Ugley associated highways and drainage infrastructure
all matters reserved except access.
I';Ia:cdeSouth Rifcrnos Erection of a detached building to accommodate
UTT/23/0271/FUL High Lane 9 no. flats and associated works including new |23/06/23 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 4 5 9
Stgnsted access, parking and hard and soft landscaping.
Approval of reserved matters following
UTT/19/0022/OP including appearance,
landscaping, layout and scale for 22 dwellings,
;?gx;;wz ez @i including 40% housing. Children's nursery/pre-
UTT/22/2519/DFO Manuden Y school (Class D1) with associated parking. 06/07/23 22 0 22 0 0 0 0 11 11 22
Creation of vehicular and pedestrian access
from The Street. Provision of public open
spaces, play area, landscaping and Resource
Centre. Provision of associated infrastructure.
Soarlings Farm Details following outline application
CEeImsgfor d Road UTT/21/2245/0P (all matters reserved except
UTT/23/1471/DFO Barnston (eI B el Evanitier © el CREIS Ef | (6 ey 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 5
Essex appearance, landscaping and scale, to include
CM6 1LP the Landscape and Ecological Management plan
(UTT/23/1484/DOC).
Parkside Proposed redevelopment of Parkside Retirement!
Abbey Lane Housing, including the demolition of existing
UTT/22/2208/FUL Saffron Walden DI S CREGN €7 MEy BUIEIRG D ERED | |ovprepe 24 18 6 0 0 0 -18 0 24 6
Essex 24 no. apartments with associated parking, bin
CB10 1AQ storage and communal gardens including

alterations to existing site access.




Land East Of

Outline planning application with the details of
external access committed. Appearance,
landscaping, layout (including internal access),
scale reserved for later determination.
Development to comprise: between 1,000 and
1,200 dwellings (Use Class C3); up to 21,500 sq
m gross of additional development for Use
Classes: C2 (residential institutions care/nursing
home); E(a-f & g(i)) (retail, indoor recreation,

UTT/21/1708/OP Highwood Quarry Little |health services and offices); F1(a) (Education); |11/09/23 1200 0 1200 0 0 0 0 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1200
Easton Essex F2(a-c) (local community uses); car parking;
energy centre; and for the laying out of the
buildings, routes, open spaces and public realm
and landscaping within the development; and all
associated works and operations including but
not limited to: demolition; earthworks; and
engineering operations. All development, works
and operations to be in accordance with the
Development Parameters Schedule and Plans.
Land East Of London |Details following outline application
UTT/23/1045/DFO Road Great UTT/20/2724/OP for 111 no. dwellings - details |15/09/23 111 0 111 0 13 49 49 111
Chesterford Essex of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.
Land Rear Of Canada
UTT/23/0177/FUL gﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁf‘é’&a Erection of 5 dwellings. 18/10/23 5 0 5 5
1DA
Proposed alterations and refurbishment of
existing supported living housing block to reduce
o ot sy (DM f ks o 0 o epecne
UTT/23/0068/FUL Rise Great Dunmow X X 31/10/23 25 31 -6 -31 25 -6
new access ramp to main entrance and
Essex CM6 1XW . . .
refurbishment of main entrances. Formation of
new secondary access to courtyard garden and
renewal of landscaped gardens.
Approval of reserved matters subject to
permission UTT/17/2832/OP for up to 100
Land North Of Shire  |dwellings, for the following:
UTT/21/3565/DFO Hill Farm Shire Hill - Layout - Strategic highway masterplan for the [20/10/23 100 0 100 0 2 49 49 100
Saffron Walden Essex |spine road- Scale- Public open space-
Landscaping - Appearance
Permission UTT/17/2832/OP
-U Outline application with all matters reserved
UTT/22/O457m3 hgnd To The East Of excgpt for accessAfor up to 30 no. dwelllngs, 14/11/23 30 0 30 0 0 0 0 15 15 30
igh Lane Stansted parking, landscaping, acess and all associated
«Q development.
(D Agricultural Buildings
UTT/23/25344RAQ3 South Of Quoins Priorl Notification of change of use of agricultural 20/11/23 5 0 5 0 5 5
Onslow Green building to 5 no. dwellings
m Barnston Essex
Land to the east of 39
Radwinter Road
UTT/22/2555/PIP Sewards End Applifzation for permissign in principle for the 04/12/23 6 0 6 0 0 0 0 3 3 6
Saffron Walden erection of max. 6 dwellings.
Essex
CB10 2LR
Bonningtons Yard - - o A
UTT/23/2617/FUL Station Road Takeley E;r';;’v'i;'l‘l’igg"sf :::222:;!?;9’;;1" erection of 7 11115103 7 0 7 0 3 4 7
Essex CM22 6SQ :
Land At Holmwood
WRLECHED Lo Outline application with all matters reserved
UTT/23/1182/0P Newport Saffron . . 29/12/23 5 0 5 0 0 5 5
except access for the erection of 5 no. dwellings
Walden Essex CB11
3UD
Agricultural Buildings
UTT/23/3211/PAQ3 At Wheats Farm Pri.orl Notification of chapge of use of agricultural 19/02/24 5 0 5 0 5 5
Stagden Cross Road |buildings to 5 no. dwellings
High Easter Essex
Land At Old Mead Proposed residential development containing 7
UTT/23/2735/FUL Road Henham no. dwellings along with access, carparking, 20/02/24 7 0 7 0 3 4 7
Hertfordshire landscaping and associated infrastructure.
Sabre House Dunmow ApprovaIAof Reserved Matters (layout, scale, .
UTT/23/2228/DFO Road Stebbing Essex |-2ndscaping and appearance) pursuant o outine f, ., 9 0 9 0 4 5 9
CM6 3LF planning permission UTT/21/0333/OP relating to
the erection of 9 no. dwellings
. Outline application for the erection of up to 40
S62A/2023/0026 LT R GTRGISN | e o el s comerved] overpitar | EBiERIRS 40 0 40 0 0 0 0 20 20 40
Hood Road, Elsenham
access
Description of proposed development:
Moors ek Staton |00 e v and s
S62A/2023/0021 Road, Little Dunmow, C e 27/03/24 160 0 160 0 0 49 49 49 13 160
for 160 dwellings and a countryside park
Essex "~ ) .
pursuant to conditions 1 and 2 of outline planning
permission UTT/21/3596/0P
Warish Hall Farm,
S62A/2023/0027 Smiths Green Lane, Erection of 40n9. dwellings, inf:ludir]lg open 13/03/24 40 0 40 0 10 15 15 40
Takeley, space landscaping and associated infrastructure
Essex CM22 6NZ
Lo To e o o O BETIG Pt s
UTT/20/2105/0P De Vigier Avenue 27/09/23 12 0 12 0 0 0 0 6 6 12

Saffron Walden Essex

to 12 dwellings with associated landscaping,
parking and support infrastructure.




TOTAL COMMITTED DEVELOPMENT 234 740 828 551 613 792 625 499 880 692 527 | 396 | 239 | 202 171 100 100 100 100 100 8489
TOTAL COMMUNAL
ESTABLISHMENTS (SEE 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 46 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 125
BREAKDOWN BELOW)
(WINDFALL ALLOWANCE 0 0 0 0 0 0 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 1540
LAPSE RATE 0 0 0 -17 -17 -17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -51
TOTAL DELIVERY 234 740 828 534 596 795 755 655 1029 802 637 506 349 312 281 210 210 210 210 210 10103
COMMUNAL
ESTABLISHMENTS
Details following outline application
Land East Of
UTT/23/0062/DFO Parsonage Road UniAIIGEeHel? i 65 e CED Hae = 14/12/23 37 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 37
details of appearance, landscaping, layout and
Takeley
scale
Land South Of Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a
Radwinter Road discount foodstore, a 70 bed care home and 49
TR AU (former Printpack Site) |no. retirement living apartments with access, car il & & g € € 0 € 20 20 € £ £8
Saffron Walden parking, landscaping and associated works.
TOTAL COMMUNAL
ESTABLISHMENTS N/A N/A N/A N/A 125 125 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 46 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 125
DRAFT ALLOCATIONS
N/A Church End East, N/A Great Dunmow 009 715 715 ol o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o | 67 | 67| 67| 67| 67| 67| 67| 67| 67| 67| 45 715
Great Dunmow
Land east of
N/A B1008, Great N/A N/A Great Dunmow 017 203 203 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 49 49 23 33 0 0 0 0 0 203
Dunmow
Land south of
Radwinter
road and land Saffron Walden 001 +
N/A south of Thaxted N/A N/A 003 + 006 + 008 + 037 879 879 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 75 81 81 81 81 81 81 81 81 81 75 879
road, Saffron
Walden
Walpole Meadows
'U North, East of
N/A QD Pennington Lane, [N/A N/A Stansted 015 270 270 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 49 49 49 49 25 270
(@) Stansted
D Mountfitchet
= East of High Lane,
N/A ~ Stansted N/A N/A Stansted 013 + 023 55 55 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 15 55
Mountfitchet
Land east of
N/A Station Road, N/A N/A Henham 006 110 110 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 49 12 110
Elsenham
N/A NE Takeley N/A N/A Takeley 097 UL 1506 1506 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 56 110 | 150 | 150 | 160 | 160 | 160 [ 150 | 150 | 150 | 110 1506
Little Canfield 003
TOTAL DRAFT ALLOCATIONS 3738 3738 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 316 | 425 | 423 | 396 | 380 | 366 | 308 [ 298 | 298 | 298 | 230 3738
NEWPORT AND LARGER VILLAGE ALLOWANCES
N/A Clavering N/A N/A N/A 122 0 122 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 21 21 20 20 122
N/A Debden N/A N/A N/A 29 0 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 15 29
N/A Felsted N/A N/A N/A 104 0 104 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 20 4 104
N/A Hatfield Broad Oak |N/A N/A N/A 115 0 115 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 20 15 115
N/A Henham N/A N/A N/A 121 0 121 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 21 20 20 20 121
N/A Stebbing N/A N/A N/A 109 0 109 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 20 9 109
N/A Newport N/A N/A N/A 300 0 300 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 20 300
TOTAL NEWPORT AND LARGER VILLAGE ALLOWANCES 900 0 900 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 154 |[155 |142 |141 |140 (108 (40 20 900




Housing Target | Local Plan Housing | Completions During | Commitments Deliverable | Lapsed Permissions Windfall Non-Strategic Strategic Allocations Total Delivery During Buffer Above Local Plan
Annualised Target Plan Period During Plan Period Assumption Assumpation Allocation Allowance |Deliverable During Plan Period Plan Period Housing Target
675 13,500 1,802 6,812 -51 1,540 900 3,738 14,741 9.2%

gT obed
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Executive summary

Planning for infrastructure is dynamic — the context changes
constantly due to new evidence, changing priorities, changes to
available funding streams and available technologies. As such any
infrastructure report must be regarded as a ‘snapshot’ in time and
that the infrastructure picture will continue to evolve after its
publication.

Introduction

Uttlesford District Council’'s Submission Local Plan sets out a spatial vision that ensures that residents continue to enjoy a high
quality of life with a range of well-designed settlements that provide high quality services to residents and visitors. The
Infrastructure Delivery Plan plays a vital role in realising this vision, as it sets out the infrastructure requirements of development
proposed in the Submission Local Plan and a strategy for how this will be implemented in a timely manner.

Over the 20 year plan period, from 2021 to 2041, the Council is proposing to deliver a minimum of 14,377 new homes (including
completions and commitments), up to 21.5 hectares of office land and up to 33 hectares of industrial land in and around some of
the existing settlements. To better understand how the scale of development will affect infrastructure planning and delivery, the
Council commissioned LUC and Navigus Planning to prepare an Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) for the District. This IDP
report has been prepared following engagement with infrastructure providers and is based upon the best available information

at the time of publication.

Uttlesford is currently home to around 92,578 people?, with a projected further increase to 107,5072 by 2041 (a 16% increase).
The proportion of people aged 65 and above is projected to grow the most over the plan period. The rise of people older than
working age, as well as the dispersed nature of the existing population and development influences infrastructure provision and
how people access facilities, particularly the primary healthcare service provision. The Submission Local Plan plays an
important role in ensuring new development contributes positively to benefit the existing and future communities’ health and

wellbeing.
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Transport and movement

Uttlesford is home to several strategically important transport services and links, including
Stansted Airport, the M11 and A20 and West Anglia Mainline.

London Stansted Airport is one of the busiest airports in the UK, which has consent for
expansion to cater for 43 million passengers a year (from the current 35 million) and plays an
important role in freight and cargo transport movements. The airport creates significant
economic and employment opportunities for the District and surrounding areas. The airport
acts as a successful regional and local transport interchange for bus, coach and train services
to provide access to a range of destinations in the UK. The airport also performs a vital local
function as a multi modal transport hub. It is important that the airport provides and
strengthens the choice modes of transport for those persons using the airport, and the
community that would wish to access the airport and take advantage of the excellent public
transport, including providing active travel links to existing and future locations of employment.
The submission local plan includes infrastructure proposals to create connections for public
transport and active travel to existing settlements and future locations of development.

The District has a dispersed settlement pattern, with a network of relatively small settlements.
The need to travel between settlements to access a range of services and employment
opportunities, combined with an infrequent public transport service, results in higher levels of
car ownership and use compared to the national average.

The proposed strategic allocations are at locations which will facilitate more sustainable travel
choices — through located new growth in areas which are already served by (or have the
potential to be served by) facilities, services and employment opportunities. The infrastructure
proposed includes new walking, cycling and public transport facilities to significantly improve
the ability for people to use these travel modes compared to the present situation. These are
in line with the Local Cycling, Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) which is being developed
for the District. Localised highway improvements are also included where appropriate to
maintain appropriate capacity of the national highway and local transport networks.

Education

Uttlesford has 41 primary schools and four secondary schools. New homes will create
additional demand for early years and school places and it is an aspiration that new education
capacity is provided in locations as near as possible to where pupils live to enable high levels
of walking and use of active modes to travel to school. To ensure that education places meet
needs generated by future development, Uttlesford District Council will continue to work
collaboratively with Essex County Council and other neighbouring authorities to provide new
or expanded facilities where appropriate, including high quality multi-purpose and functional
use school playing fields.

New early years provision to accommodate the needs of new development is proposed as
follows:

At Saffron Walden at Land South of Radwinter Road and Land South of Thaxted Road.
This will include sufficient capacity for the relocation of the nursery from Saffron Walden
County High School to allow for expansion of secondary facilities;

At Stansted Mountfitchet at the committed site within Walpole Meadows;
At Elsenham associated with new primary school provision;
At Great Dunmow within one of the proposed strategic allocation sites;

At Takeley associated with new primary school provision;
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New primary schools to accommodate the additional pupils who will move into the homes
provided at the proposed strategic allocations are proposed as follows:

At Saffron Walden (either on sites already committed or within the new allocation at
Land South of Radwinter Road);

At Elsenham using land secured through existing commitments and within the proposed
strategic allocation there. This will also serve development in Stansted Mountfitchet;

At Takeley within the new proposed strategic allocation, to be co-located with early
years, secondary and Post-16 provision.

At Great Dunmow, new primary school provision will be provided through the relocation of
Helena Romanes and either through expansion of existing schools or new schools coming
forward to serve existing commitments.

Expanded secondary school provision is proposed at:

Saffron Walden — through expansion of Saffron Walden County High School within the
site (requires relocation of the in situ nursery). This also includes expansion of Post-16
provision;

Newport at Joyce Frankland,;
Stansted Mountfitchet — through expansion of Forest Hall school.

New secondary and Post-16 provision is proposed at Takeley within the proposed strategic
allocation.

The requirements in terms of Special Education Needs Provision are pending Essex County
Council’s sufficiency strategy which is currently being prepared.

Green infrastructure, open space and sports

In terms of access to green and blue infrastructure, Uttlesford has a diverse, high-quality
landscape with numerous natural assets. As Uttlesford’s population increases, there will be
further pressure on the existing green and blue infrastructure (particularly Hatfield Forest).

The submission local plan includes policies and infrastructure proposals which will preserve
and expand the existing green and blue infrastructure network and enhance public access.
Specific improvements have been developed through the district-wide green and blue
infrastructure strategy and key improvements include improving river corridors, improving
footpaths and cycle routes and town greening.

The proposed strategic allocations will provide mixed typology open spaces in accordance
with the policies of the submission local plan and open space evidence prepared to support it.
This includes multifunctional amenity greenspace, sports pitches, food growing opportunities,
natural greenspace, play space and parks and gardens.

As set out above, Hatfield Forest is a key green infrastructure site within Uttlesford and is
subject to recreational pressure. A Zone of Influence around this has been identified, which
covers Takeley, Great Dunmow and Stansted Mountfitchet. The provision of suitable
alternative natural greenspace will be required for the proposed strategic allocations falling
within these settlements. This will be achieved by delivering open space for new development
to the appropriate standard. In addition the existing framework of development contributions to
improvements at Hatfield Forest will continue alongside these.

New development will also increase the need for sports facilities, which are typically made up
of built facilities such as leisure centres and playing pitches. An assessment of built facilities
has been undertaken to support the Submission Local Plan. The key outcomes of this are to
improve and expand existing built facilities and provide additional hall space equivalent to one
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court, which could be provided within a new community building, and 0.78 of a swimming
pool. For playing pitches, a district-wide assessment has also been undertaken. This sets out
that new playing pitches are required within development sites in Saffron Walden, Great
Dunmow and Takeley, with improvements to existing facilities needed in Stansted
Mountfitchet and Elsenham.

Health and social wellbeing

Primary healthcare provision is organisationally divided into north and south parts of the
District, with capacity in the southern part being under greatest strain. The site for a new
facility has been secured from committed development in Felsted which will help to address
this pressure however will not provide for the proposed strategic allocations. Proposals for
new facilities to meet the needs of the growth proposed in the local plan are as follows:

B In Saffron Walden, the relocation of the Gold Street Surgery into the Uttlesford District
Council Offices;

B In Great Dunmow, the provision of a new primary healthcare facility within the proposed
strategic allocations;

B In Takeley, the provision of a new primary healthcare facility at either a site secured
from the Warish Hall Farm Site, or within the proposed strategic residential allocation;

B |n Stansted Mountfitchet, expansion of Stansted GP Practice.

In terms of hospital provision the Alexandra Hospital in Bishops Stortford is being rebuilt as a
new larger facility which is likely to serve parts of Uttlesford District.

Utilities

The water companies which supply water to Uttlesford are developing several strategic
options to increase water supply in future, including new reservoirs, pipelines and water
transfers using canals and rivers. These are expected to be able to accommodate the needs

of development in Uttlesford on the whole, whilst local connections will be required to serve
development.

With regard to water treatment, local connections will be required into the sewerage system
with potential connection from Takeley development into Bishops Stortford water recycling
centre.

For telecoms and broadband, due to the rural nature of the District, access to high-speed
internet is typically below the UK average. Proposals co-ordinated by Superfast Essex are in
place to help remedy this. New homes and premises will be supplied with high-speed internet
infrastructure in accordance with wider Government ambitions and support Smart
technologies.

In relation to electricity supply, solar farms and smaller generation sources on homes and
other premises have given rise to the need for electricity distributors to invest in more dynamic
grid infrastructure to support this. The role of gas is beginning to reduce, which is also
increasing demand on the electricity network. Key infrastructure to support the proposed
strategic allocations is as follows:

B In Great Dunmow, network reinforcement through provision of additional circuits;

B |n Saffron Walden, network reinforcement through an additional connection to Saffron
Walden Primary substation;

B At Takeley, Network reinforcement through the provision of a new primary substation
and associated connections;

B Localised connections at Stansted Mountfitchet and Elsenham.
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Waste management

Saffron Walden Recycling Centre, the only such facility located in Uttlesford, is understood to
be operating at or very near to capacity. Uttlesford residents have access to facilities outside
the District, particularly in Braintree, Chelmsford and Harlow. The Waste Transfer station at
Chelmsford Road, Great Dunmow has temporarily been redesignated as a highways depot,
however may need to be remobilised as a Waste Transfer Station. The Waste Local Plan for
Essex also sets out allocations for inert waste recycling facilities at Little Canfield, in
Elsenham and at Newport Quarry.

Flooding and Drainage

Several locations in Uttlesford are known to experience surface water flooding and
watercourses in the District are also a source of flood risk. In accordance with the draft
policies of the Submission Local Plan, development will focus on mitigating potential fluvial
and surface water flooding through sustainable drainage systems.

Community

There are currently 54 community halls in Uttlesford, equivalent to one per 1,471 persons.
New community halls which can be integrated with other services such as sports provision,
youth provision and police community liaison are anticipated to come forward in large
development areas, specifically within the proposed strategic allocations at Saffron Walden,
Great Dunmow and Takeley.

Extension or remodelling of library facilities is also anticipated to be required in response to
increasing demands arising from new development.

Emergency Services

The Ambulance, Fire and Police services are all organised over larger areas covering the
wider sub region. Additional homes in the District will lead to increased pressure on these
services, and sensitive development design measures can help to ensure that this pressure is
less than it would otherwise be.

Provision for policing will relate to the suitability of design of new developments to help reduce
opportunities for crime. In addition, automatic number plate recognition cameras, police car
charging stations and community spaces to facilitate community liaison should be provided
within new developments.

In relation to fire and rescue, new development are required to have fire hydrants at suitable
points and consider access requirements.

For ambulance provision, increased operational capacity proportionate to the needs arising
from new development is to be delivered including potentially:

B Upgrading / refurbishment of existing premises, or redevelopment/relocation of existing
ambulance stations to a more suitable location to meet the increased local demand;

B Provision of additional medical pharmacy & IT equipment & digital software to manage
the increased number of incidents;

B Anincrease in the number & type of ambulances;

The above are to be considered as development proposals are submitted in light of the
ambulance estate at the time.
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Infrastructure funding is critical to support Uttlesford’s future development. It is important to note that there are often funding
sources which will come forward to support development as it progresses towards the application stage. Whilst developer
contributions are likely to be the main source of funding for many of the infrastructure projects identified, there are others such
as government grants and loans, support from the UK Infrastructure Bank, local government borrowing and in some cases (for
example broadband, indoor sports provision and pharmacies), private company funding based on business models. A mix of
funding sources will be required to deliver the infrastructure set out in this report.
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Chapter 1
Introduction

This chapter sets out the
purpose and structure of this
report and the overall approach
to assessment and summarises
national policy for infrastructure
planning.

Purpose of this report

1.1 Uttlesford District Council commissioned LUC and Navigus
Planning to prepare an Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) to
support the Council’'s emerging Local Plan, which is at the
Regulation 19 Publication stage. The Submission Local Plan
sets out the amount of housing and employment development,
together with supporting infrastructure required in Uttlesford
over the plan period, between 2021 and 2041.

1.2 Based on literature review and engagement with
infrastructure and service providers, this document describes
the existing infrastructure provision in Uttlesford and identifies
the key infrastructure required to support the proposed growth.
The IDP is a key part of the evidence base which supports the
consultation on the Submission Local Plan Publication.

1.3 The IDP is made up of two main elements; this written
report and the infrastructure schedule, which is presented in
Appendix C. Together these set out the infrastructure
currently planned to support the scale of development
proposed in the emerging Local Plan. The infrastructure
schedule sets out the type, location, relevant growth areas,
priority, phasing, costs and funding sources for each
infrastructure scheme where this information is known.

Structure of this report

1.4 Chapter One (this chapter) sets out the structure of this
report, the scope of the IDP, how it has been prepared in
accordance with national planning policy and guidance and
the methodology employed in its development. The following
sections of the report are structured as follows.

1.5 Chapter Two sets out the development context of
Uttlesford, including a review of planned development and
strategic infrastructure proposals in the surrounding areas.

Page 28 LUC I1



1.6 Chapter Three sets out the infrastructure baseline and
key infrastructure planning matters likely to arise as a result of
the potential development sites included in the Council’s draft
Local Plan consultation.

1.7 Chapter Four provides a review of infrastructure funding
opportunities.

1.8 Chapter Five provides a summary of the report and
conclusions.

1.9 Appendix A includes a settlement-based facilities
assessment undertaken by Uttlesford District Council.

1.10 Appendix B includes a table of the proposed strategic
allocations which have been included in the Regulation 19
Submission Local Plan and used to inform this report.

1.11 Appendix C includes the infrastructure schedule (as
described in Chapter 1: scope of this assessment).

1.12 Appendix D includes figures showing the current
provision of infrastructure within Uttlesford.

1.13 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)? sets
out that the purpose of the planning system is to contribute to
the achievement of sustainable development. It goes on to
describe what this means in terms of plan making, setting out
that all plans should “promote a sustainable pattern of
development that seeks to: meet the development needs of
their area; align growth and infrastructure; improve the
environment; mitigate climate change (including by making
effective use of land in urban areas) and adapt to its effects”;
(our emphasis in bold text).

1.14 Further to this, the NPPF states at paragraph 20 that
local planning authorities should include strategic policies
which make sufficient provision for:

"b) infrastructure for transport, telecommunications,
security, waste management, water supply, wastewater,
flood risk and coastal change management, and the
provision of minerals and energy (including heat);

¢) community facilities (such as health, education and
cultural infrastructure).

d) conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and
historic environment, including landscapes and green
infrastructure, and planning measures to address climate
change mitigation and adaptation.” (our emphasis in bold
text).
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1.15 Further advice is contained in the National Planning
Practice Guidance (NPPG):

1.16 "At an early stage in the plan-making process strategic
policy-making authorities will need to work alongside
infrastructure providers, service delivery organisations, other
strategic bodies such as Local Enterprise Partnerships,
developers, landowners and site promoters. A collaborative
approach is expected to be taken to identifying infrastructure
deficits and requirements, and opportunities for addressing
them. In doing so they will need to:

assess the quality and capacity of infrastructure, and its

ability to meet forecast demands. Where deficiencies are
identified, policies should set out how those deficiencies

will be addressed; and

take account of the need for strategic infrastructure,
including nationally significant infrastructure, within their
areas"*.

1.17 This IDP brings together the key infrastructure baseline in
relation to all the relevant matters set out in the paragraphs of
the NPPF and NPPG quoted above. As the emerging
Uttlesford Local Plan develops and spatial options are
eventually determined, this IDP will be further developed to
consider the infrastructure needs of proposed growth, how
these will be delivered and by when.

1.18 The assessment covers the following types of
infrastructure:

Transport and movement

Including road, rail, bus, air,
walking and cycling

Education

Including early years and
childcare, schools (primary
and secondary, further and
higher education)
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Green infrastructure, open
space and sports

Including all areas of green
infrastructure such as
nature reserves, green
routes, ancient woodlands,
open spaces (including
amenity green spaces, play
parks) as well as indoor and
outdoor sports provision

Health and social
wellbeing

Including healthcare such
as GPs, hospitals, social
care and other health
centres

Utilities
Electricity, Gas, Water
supply and treatment as

well as telecommunications
including broadband

Waste management

Including collection and
disposal

Flooding and Drainage

Including flood mitigation
measures and surface water
drainage infrastructure
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Community

Including libraries,
community and youth
centres and burial provision

Emergency Services

Including Ambulance, Fire
and Police

Methodology

1.19 An IDP report was produced in October 2023 to support
the Regulation 18 consultation on the emerging Uttlesford
Local Plan. This was informed by literature review, two
virtually held infrastructure workshops with infrastructure
providers (in Summer 2021) and subsequent direct
engagement via calls, meetings and emails with stakeholders
on a regular basis up to Autumn 2023, at which point the
Regulation 18 Consultation for the Submission Local Plan was
undertaken. A detailed Settlement Services and Facilities
assessment undertaken by Uttlesford District Council was
presented in Appendix A to the previous IDP. An updated
version of this report is also provided within this Report (also
at Appendix A).

1.20 In preparing this updated IDP, responses from
infrastructure providers to the Regulation 18 Submission Local
Plan consultation were reviewed and taken into account, and
further direct consultation and engagement with infrastructure
providers via emails and virtual meetings was undertaken in
2024 until the time of publication.

1.21 The infrastructure required for proposed development is
set out in the schedule in Appendix C. The infrastructure
schedule sets out the type, location, relevant growth areas,
priority, phasing, costs and funding sources for each item of
infrastructure where this information is known. The definition
used to define priority categories for infrastructure is set out
below:

B Essential Infrastructure is infrastructure which is
required to make development happen in a timely and
sustainable manner. Such infrastructure is therefore
needed to ensure that impacts of development are
mitigated, and that new development comes forward
with necessary supporting facilities. Not investing in this
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infrastructure may well result in delays to development
coming forward. Examples of essential infrastructure
associated with developments are roads, public
transport improvements, schools, and foul water
upgrades;

B Important for placemaking is infrastructure which is
important to help create a place which serves the needs
of the population in general, but the need for which is not
specifically related to an individual development site
coming forward.

Supporting the Uttlesford Submission
Local Plan publication version (Regulation
19)

1.22 This document supports the Local Plan publication under
Regulation 19 of The Town and Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 20125, It sets out the existing
infrastructure baseline in Uttlesford District and the proposed
infrastructure which is currently planned to support the
development needs of the Submission Local Plan period
(2021 to 2041) and, where necessary, beyond.

1.23 It is important to note that planning for infrastructure is
dynamic — the context changes constantly due to new
evidence, changing priorities, changes to available funding
streams and available technologies. As such this report must
be regarded as a ‘snapshot’ in time, and the infrastructure
picture will continue to evolve after its publication.
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Chapter 2
The Uttlesford IDP Context

This chapter outlines the
infrastructure planning context
of Uttlesford, including a
summary of the emerging
development strategy and a
strategic overview of proposals
in surrounding areas, including
growth ambitions and key
cross-border infrastructure
projects.

Uttlesford context

Population

2.1 Based on the data from the Office for National Statistics®,
Uttlesford had a population of around 92,578 persons, 47,207
of which are female (51%) and 45,371 male (49%) in 2023.
There was an overall population increase of 11,857 people
equalling a population rise of 14.6% across the period from
2011 to 2023. Recent increases in population were greater
than the average across the whole of England and Wales as
well as the East of England over the same period (see Figure
2.1 below).
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Figure 2.1: Population change in Uttlesford between 2011 and 2021 (ONS)”

Population change in Uttlesford: Census 2011 to Census 2021

England & Wales A6.3% East of England A8.3%
England A6.6% Uttlesford A15.0%

0.5 05 +2 +8 +16%

Office for National Statistics

a

2.2 Based on the household projections for Englands, the Figure 2.2: Uttlesford, percentage of usual residents by
projected population for Uttlesford in 2041 is expected to grow ggegroyp I|n 2d0];1I;y2021 (OU[:S’)O \
to 107,507. This represents an approximate 16% increase in * e

: . . Y2011 @2021 0%
population from 2023 to 2041. Uttlesford’s population is
therefore expected to continue to grow, albeit at a much 55ears anct over 2.4%
slower rate than has been the case in recent years. 28%
5.5%
2.3 The percentage of people aged 65 years and over 7510 84 years 6%
accounted for 20% of the total Uttlesford population in 2021. .
Across the ten-year period from 2011 to 2021, this group also ~ **© 74 o h
gained the highest increase of population compared to other S
age groups. The proportion of older people is expected to 5060 64 years 21.6%
continue to increase over the next 20 years. It is expected that 2260
. . . . 35049
over the period 2023-2041 there will be a 41% increase in the e 19.7%
population aged 65 and over. 9.8%
25to 34 years
10.5%
20to 24 years 5%
4.3%
16 to 19 years 9%
4.2%
10to 15 years E'l%h
7.8%
5to 9 years :::
4 years and under 5%

5.5%

Source: Office for National Statistics = 2011 Census and Census 2021
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2.4 Uttlesford has a lower population density (142 residents
per square kilometre®), compared to the whole of England and
Wales. Based on the current proposed growth levels, it is
unlikely that the population density will change significantly in
most of the existing settlements over the next 20 years,
compared to other settlements in England and Wales.

2.5 According to the English Indices of Deprivation 2019,
Uttlesford District is the least deprived local authority in Essex.
The District ranks 297 out of 317 local authority areas
nationally, meaning that it continues to fall in the upper 10%
least deprived Lower Tier Authorities nationally along with
Brentwood and Rochford. 5.7% of Lower-Layer Super Output
Areas (LSOAs)' in Uttlesford are in the top 20% least deprived
LSOAs nationally, which is higher than the Essex average of
25.8%. The District continues to rank within the top 40% or
higher in all domains, except for Barriers to Housing and
Services, placing it in the 10% least deprived areas nationally.
As of 2019, no residents in Uttlesford live in the 20% most

deprived areas, a trend which has been consistent since 2007.

Despite this, the amount of people living in the least deprived
areas has significantly decreased since 2007. 78% of
residents in Uttlesford lived in the least deprived quartile in
2007, dropping to 44.8% in 2019

2.6 The Sustainability Appraisal produced in support of the
Regulation 18 local plan consultation identified that rural
deprivation is likely to be an issue to some extent in the more
deeply rural parts of the District, particularly the area around
Thaxted that is most distant from the main transport corridors.

2.7 49,300 people in Uttlesford are economically active. The
majority of these are employees, rather than being self-
employed®. Of the economically active persons,
approximately 67% work full time.

2.8 Educational attainment remains generally above the
national averages, with 55.5% of people achieving NVQ4
qualifications in 2021, compared to the regional average
(39.6%) and the UK (43.6%)*.

2.9 The largest employment sectors in Uttlesford are
Transportation and Storage (20.9%), followed by Wholesale
and Retail Trade; Repair of Motor Vehicles and Motorcycles
(11.6%) and Professional, Scientific and Technical Activities
(9.3%) and Administrative and Support Service Activities
(9.3%).
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2.10 Of those residents of working age in Uttlesford, 1.8% are
claiming out of work benefits, which is lower than both the
averages for the East of England (3%) and the United
Kingdom (3.7%).

2.11 Stansted Airport is one of England’s busiest airports and
is the single largest employer in the East of England. The
airport gained planning permission (at appeal) in 2021 to
expand from 35 Million Passengers Per Annum (MPPA) to
43MPPA, along with associated improvements to the road
infrastructure and sustainable transport obligations. The
expectation is that expansion will deliver 5,000 new jobs and
see the airport’s economic contribution double to £2 billion
annually.

2.12 Uttlesford is a predominantly rural area with a dispersed
settlement pattern. In accordance with Census 2021, Saffron
Walden is the largest settlement in the District, with a
population of 16,613. The next most populated settlements
are Great Dunmow (10,396 residents) Stansted Mountfitchet
(8,621 residents) and Takeley (5,545 residents). As set out
above under the ‘economy’ heading, Stansted Airport is
located in the southwest of the District. The Airport is of local,
regional and international significance, and not only provides
public transport opportunities but also plays an important role
for both local and regional employment.

2.13 The dispersed nature of the existing population and
development in Uttlesford influences infrastructure provision
and how people access facilities. Many settlements do not
have the critical mass to sustain many facilities, and this is
evidenced from the facilities assessment undertaken by
Uttlesford District Council (see Appendix A). The implications
of this are that many people must travel outside the
settlements where they live to access services, facilities and
employment opportunities. Due to the rural and dispersed
nature of Uttlesford and the current infrastructure provision,
the quickest and most convenient way to do this currently is by
private car. The District has the highest car ownership in
Essex; 38% of households own 2+ cars?e.

2.14 To help address the climate emergency, the focus must
be shifted away from the private car to more active and
sustainable modes of travel. The Council has commissioned
new evidence studies, including a district-wide Local Cycling
and Walking Infrastructure Plan which will potentially unlock
new funding opportunities and join up links between
neighbouring authorities. Additionally, the core policy on
Active Travel- Walking and Cycling (Core Policy 28) sets out
that developers will be expected to enable and contribute

' Lower-Layer Super Output Areas (LSOASs) are a standard statistical geography
designed to be of a similar population size.
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towards improvements and delivery of local and strategic
active travel routes and links.

2.15 Reducing the need to travel through alignment of growth
and infrastructure and employment opportunities, and
provision of higher internet speeds is strongly recommended.
For the journeys that must be made, switching to more
sustainable modes will be key. Within the larger settlements
and those along the A120 and near Stansted Airport, public
transport has the greatest potential to deliver this shift. In the
smaller settlements, cycling, particularly with the use of e-
bikes, is likely to offer significant potential to achieve the
switch to more sustainable modes.

2.16 Essex County Council also encourages opportunities to
enhance and establish green infrastructure along sustainable
transport and PRoW /cycle networks, including the integration
of nature focused SuDS; native hedgerows, tree and shrub
planting; incidental ‘play on the way’ features / trails; informal
sport (outdoor gym/fitness trails); and areas for seating to stop
and rest. A key element of addressing the climate emergency
is the provision of a nature recovery network, appropriate
management of existing natural areas and provision of new
green spaces.

2.17 In summary, focussing growth to settlements with
existing facilities and services, plus a significant shift towards
funding new public transport, creating improved opportunities
for cycling including traffic free routes will help to ensure that
new development does not exacerbate the unsustainable
travel movements associated with the current settlement
pattern. .

2.18 Infrastructure capacity and requirements within Uttlesford
will be affected by housing and economic growth in
surrounding areas. Strategically, this includes:
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The influence and reach of the London City Region,
especially along the London Stansted Cambridge
Innovation corridor;

The strategic ‘Section One’ Local Plan for the North
Essex Authorities, setting out significant growth
ambitions;

The Southwest Herts Strategic Plan — a joint spatial plan
covering Dacorum District, St Albans City and District,
Three Rivers District and Watford Borough. The plan is
currently at the stage where it has completed the
milestone of setting a vision and principles to guide the
content and work on the technical evidence. The next
stage will be a consultation on options for the scale and
pattern of future growth in the area. An update in March
2024 noted the digital place portrait had been published.
This is an interactive map and dashboard that brings
together lots of data in order to help people across South
West Herts better understand the area and its social,
economic and environmental characteristics. The plan
will be informed by the Hertfordshire Infrastructure
Planning Partnership — a partnership of
planning/transport portfolio holders and heads of
planning from the eleven councils in Hertfordshire as
well as representation from the Herts Local Enterprise
Partnership;

Major developments planned in the Gilston area north of
Harlow and major developments planned north of
Bishop’s Stortford;

The Chelmsford Garden Community (CGC) is coming
forward in the area northeast of Chelmsford and will
deliver around 10,000 new homes and a range of
facilities and infrastructure, including a new railway
station, schools and open space.

2.19 Figure 2.3 shows the strategic context of Uttlesford
District Council including the Key Settlements, Local Rural
Centres / Small Towns and neighbouring authorities.
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Figure 2.3: Uttlesford Strategic context
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Growth in neighbouring councils

2.20 The neighbouring District Councils are at different stages
of local plan preparation, with some councils having local
plans which are more recently adopted than others. A
summary of the neighbouring District Councils’ local plans is
provided in Table 2.1.
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Table 2.1: Summary of growth requirements in surrounding districts

Local authority / relevant plan Extant Emerging Extant employment Emerging employment
housing housing requirement requirement (if there is an
requirement requirement (if emerging plan)

there is an
emerging
plan)

Braintree District Local Plan 14,320 N/A Between 20.9 and 43.3 | N/A

2033: Section 1 for North Essex Hectares (Ha) of

was adopted on 22" February employment land

2021 and Section 2 for Braintree
District Council was adopted on
251 July 2022V,

Plan period: 2013-2033.

Emerging West Suffolk Local N/A 7,134 N/A 64 Hectares of employment land
Plan'8: submitted to the
Secretary of state for
independent examination on
Friday 24 May 2024

Plan period: 2021 - 2040

South Cambridgeshire - The 19,500 N/A 22,000 jobs N/A
South Cambridgeshire Local
Plan'® (2018).

Plan period: 2011- 2031.

Cambridge - The Cambridge 35,773 N/A 22,100 jobs N/A
Local Plan?® (2018).

Plan period: 2011-2031.

Emerging Greater Cambridge N/A 51,732 N/A 66,600 jobs
Shared Plan (South
Cambridgeshire and Cambridge
Joint Spatial Plan)?t. R18
consultation undertaken,
Submission timetabled for
Summer/Autumn 2025%.

Plan period: to 2041

East Hertfordshire - East 18,458 N/A 10,800 jobs N/A
Hertfordshire Local Plan®3
(2018).

Plan period: 2011-2033.

Epping Forest — Epping Forest | 11,400 N/A Between 16 and 19 N/A
Local Plan (2023)%* Hectares (Ha) of

Plan period: 2011 - 2033. employment land

Chelmsford Local Plan?® (2020).| 10,779 19,000 net 68,400 sqm of new 162,646sgm of new employment
. new homes at | employment floorspace | floor space

Plan period: 2013 — 2036. an average

Chelmsford Local Plan Review annual rate of

preferred options consultation 1,000 net new

expires 19 June 20242,
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Extant employment

Emerging employment

housing housing requirement requirement (if there is an
requirement requirement (if emerging plan)
there is an
emerging
plan)
homes per
year.
North Hertfordshire — Local 13,000 N/A 30.5 Ha of employment | N/A
Plan??, adopted November land
2022.
Plan period: 2011-2031.
Harlow - Harlow Local Plan28 9,200 N/A 18 to 20 Ha of N/A

(2020).
Plan period: 2011-2033.

employment land
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Key infrastructure coming forward in neighbouring summarised in Table 2.2. This is not an exhaustive list but

districts

2.21 The infrastructure plans in surrounding districts have

includes the most strategic, high-level schemes which have
the greatest potential to affect residents and employees of
businesses in Uttlesford.

been reviewed in relation to strategic infrastructure which may
have cross boundary implications affecting Uttlesford. This is

Table 2.2: Infrastructure projects in neighbouring areas with potential implications for Uttlesford

District or shared plan
area (if larger than one

district)

Greater Cambridge (a
joint plan being
prepared by South
Cambridgeshire and

Infrastructure

Topic Infrastructure projects with potential cross-boundary implications

Transport Cambridge South station

The new station is proposed to be built by 2025%°. It will be located adjacent to
the Guided Busway and will provide a new transport choice available to patients,
visitors and employees when travelling to and from the Cambridge Biomedical

Cambr_ldge City Campus®. The station will improve Uttlesford residents access to south
Councils) .

Cambridge.
Greater Cambridge (a Transport A10 improvements

joint plan being
prepared by South
Cambridgeshire and
Cambridge City
Councils)

The A10 is located near the north-western boundary of Uttlesford and will be
used by some residents for journeys north. It is subject to two projects, the
Cambridge and Peterborough Combined Authority’s (CPCA) A10 dualling and
the Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Waterbeach to Cambridge Better Public
Transport project. The CPCA has consulted on the options for dualling the A10
and submitted a strategic outline business case in August 20203!. Improvements
to this route may result in less demand on routes which are likely to be used by
Uttlesford residents travelling northbound including the M11, A1301, A1307.

Greater Cambridge (a
joint plan being
prepared by South
Cambridgeshire and

Transport Cambridge South East Transport

This project aims to provide better public transport, walking and cycling options
for those who travel in the A1307 and A1301 area, improving journey times and
linking communities and employment sites in the area southeast of Cambridge.

Cambridge Cit . > b

Councils? y Following consultation of the Phase 2 proposals, a preferred route and location
for a Travel Hub has been agreed. This project is now subject to preparation of a
full EIA for its next stage®. This is likely to improve journey times for those
travelling between Cambridge and Uttlesford.

Braintree Transport A120 Braintree to A12

In 2018, ECC announced its favoured route option (D) for an upgraded dualled
A120 between Galleys Corner on the south-eastern edge of Braintree, to a
junction with the A12 south of Kelvedon. The scheme is identified as a ‘pipeline
project’ in RIS2 (2020 — 2025) and will undergo more analysis and design work
by National Highways ahead of being considered for potential future investment
and inclusion in RIS3 (2025 — 2030). ECC, and partners, are continuing to lobby
for a committed A120 scheme as early as possible.

This will provide additional capacity and improve safety and resilience along the
A120 and will reduce journey times and congestion when travelling between
Uttlesford and destinations to the east such as Kelvedon, Witham, Colchester
and Clacton on Sea.
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Infrastructure projects with potential cross-boundary implications

A12 Chelmsford to A120 widening scheme

This is a committed and funded scheme in RIS 1 and 2 involving the widening
the A12 between Chelmsford (junction 19) and the A120 Marks Tey interchange
(junction 25) to three lanes including new and upgraded junctions®3. This project
will reduce traffic congestion by increasing capacity, improve safety and
resilience and make improvements for walkers, cyclists, horse riders and public
transport. The scheme is likely to improve journey times when travelling between
Uttlesford and destinations to the east, by reducing congestion affecting the
A120 with local traffic using the A12. The Development Consent Order (DCO)
examination commenced in January 2023 with a decision on the scheme
expected by the end of 2023. Surveys and ground investigations are currently
being undertaken and is due to be completed in Autumn 2024. The road is
planned to be open for traffic in 2027/2028. The scheme considers evolving
proposals for the A120 Braintree to the A12 scheme.

Braintree

Transport

Improvements to the Marks Farm Roundabout on the A120/A131 junction
east of Braintree3

This will increase capacity at the junction and significantly reduce queues and
delays on the A131. The existing delay at Marks Farm results in vehicles
diverting through Braintree urban area. The proposed improvement at Marks
Farm roundabout will lead to the principal road network being more attractive
than Broad Road and lead to the re-distribution of traffic currently using Broad
Road as a ‘rat-run’. This scheme will improve journey times for travel between
Uttlesford and destinations in east Braintree.

Chelmsford

Transport

Chelmsford North East Bypass

This will provide a key strategic missing link in the Essex road network linking to
the A131, and will increase highway capacity and reduce journey times from
Chelmsford to Braintree and onwards to Uttlesford.

ECC has secured agreement from Homes England to deliver the Chelmsford
North-East Bypass (CNEB) in phases with the first phase being funded by
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) and later phases being delivered as part of the
growth of the area.

B Phase 1A will connect with Beaulieu Parkway relief road in the south
providing connectivity to the A12 at Boreham Interchange when Generals
Lane Bridge opens later in 2023. To the north, the CNEB will join with the
Northern Radial Distributor Road connect to Wheelers Hill roundabout on
the A130 Essex Regiment Way. A new bridge north of Beaulieu Parkway
will allow the existing mineral quarry at Bulls Lodge to continue to operate
during construction and operation of the bypass and will provide a new
east-west vehicle, cycle and pedestrian route once quarrying has ceased.
Phase 1A is planned to be delivered by in 2026 and includes the delivery of
Beaulieu Park station in full;

B Sections 1B and 2 - will connect to the A131 at Chatham Green and will be
delivered at a later date as new development in the Garden Community
and wider area comes forward.

This project will provide a strategic link between Chelmsford, Braintree, London
Stansted Airport and the wider area including easier access to the upgraded A12
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Infrastructure projects with potential cross-boundary implications

Beaulieu Park rail station3®

The new Beaulieu railway station will provide access to the Great Eastern Main
Line (GEML). Trains will be able to pass each other at the new station to make
the whole line more reliable. It will relieve crowding at Chelmsford railway station
and act as a transport interchange to encourage sustainable travel by bus, cycle,
electric vehicles and on foot to strategic and local housing development,
including the new Chelmsford Garden Community. Detailed planning permission
was granted in June 2022 and construction commenced in early 2023. The target
opening date is by the end of 2025.

Braintree

Transport

Millennium Way Slip roads

A planning application was approved in August 2020 to provide a pair of slip
roads connecting the A120 eastbound carriage to Millennium Way (B1018)
northbound; and Millennium Way northbound and southbound to the A120
westbound carriage. The development is designed to relieve traffic congestion at
Galleys Corner Roundabout as a medium-term solution, in advance of a longer-
term and separate improvement scheme for the A120, which is presently subject
to National Highways review. The scheme has been designed to work alongside
both the existing and wider vision for the A120. ECC, BDC and HE are currently
working in partnership to fully understand which sequence to implement and fund
the full scheme.

Chelmsford

Transport

Great Eastern Mainline Investment Programme

The Great Eastern Main Line Study (July 2019)36 further endorsed the Anglia
Route Study (2016) recommendations regarding the need for the following
projects to be further investigated to potentially provide railway capacity
improvements, including:

B upgrading overhead cables;

B Bow Junction reconfiguration;

B increase of line speeds between London Liverpool Street and Norwich;
[

replacement of existing rolling stock to increase capacity (including on the
Southminster Line);

B increases to track capacity north of Chelmsford.

This work is being undertaken by Network Rail at a cost of £476m and will also
improve the infrastructure for Uttlesford residents accessing London Liverpool
Street.

Chelmsford

Water
treatment

The Water Recycling Centre (WRC) at Great Leighs®’

This has been identified as requiring enhancement to treatment capacity and/or
site related mitigation measures. This will impact on development at Great
Leighs/Moulsham Hall in north Chelmsford. Costs are unknown at present, but it
is likely that it will be funded through the Asset Management Plan (AMP).

Epping Forest

Transport

Increased Rail Capacity

Additional rail capacity through longer carriages (funded by Network Rail) are to
be provided for journeys into London38. This will also improve capacity for
Uttlesford residents travelling to London and destinations nearby.
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District or shared plan

area (if larger than one S TS

Topic Infrastructure projects with potential cross-boundary implications

district)

East Hertfordshire Transport East Herts Rapid Transport System

A new rapid transport system linking Hemel Hempstead in the west to Harlow
and then potentially on to Stansted Airport. This will improve connectivity
westwards through Harlow and into Hertfordshire3°.

East Hertfordshire Education Expanded and new secondary schools in Bishop’s Stortford

The permitted development to the north of Bishop’s Stortford includes a new
secondary school (6FE). The Bishop’s Stortford South development includes
land for a 6FE secondary school that can be expanded to 8FE when there is
demand*®. Whilst the cross-boundary movements between Uttlesford and
Bishop’s Stortford are not known this may affect high school provision
requirements in the west of Uttlesford, particularly at Forest Hall School in
Stansted Mountfitchet.

East Hertfordshire Education Secondary school expansion in Leventhorpe

Leventhorpe School in Sawbridgeworth is currently considering a project to
expand by 2FE*'. Whilst the cross-boundary movements between Uttlesford and
Bishop’s Stortford are not known this may affect high school provision
requirements in the west of Uttlesford, particularly at Forest Hall School in
Stansted Mountfitchet.
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2.22 As can be seen, there are a significant amount of
infrastructure projects coming forward in the surrounding area
which have the potential to benefit residents and employees of
businesses in Uttlesford.

Proposed development in Uttlesford

2.23 The Uttlesford Submission Local Plan includes proposed
development sites which have the potential to come forward to
help deliver the housing and employment needs of the District.
The level of anticipated growth in North Uttlesford, South
Uttlesford, Stansted Mountfitchet and Elsenham and Thaxted
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and Rural are set out in Table 2.3 below. A summary of
proposed growth (updated as of May 2024) is set out below
and the location of the proposed strategic allocations are set
out in Appendix B. Please note that the dwelling numbers are
indicative and may be subject to change in the future.

2.24 An allowance is also proposed for non-strategic sites
(less than 100 dwellings) at Larger Villages in the District. The
proposed housing requirement in the District to be met
through non-strategic allocations at Larger Villages within the
Plan period to 2041 is 650 dwellings. This allowance has been
included within Table 2.3 below.

Table 2.3: Proposed growth in Uttlesford Submission Local Plan 2021-2041

Spatial area Settlement type Indicative number of dwellings
North Uttlesford Newport — to be defined and delivered 300

through the neighbourhood planning process

Saffron Walden 879
Total 1,179
South Uttlesford Great Dunmow 884

Takeley 1,506
Total 2,390
Stansted Mountfitchet and Stansted Mountfitchet 325
Elsenham

Elsenham, within Henham parish 110
Total 435
Thaxted and Rural Larger Villages 650
Total proposed new 4,654
dwellings over the plan
period

2.25 The spatial areas are shown on Figure 2.4 below.
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Chapter 3

Infrastructure baseline and
planning matters arising from
proposed development

This chapter summarises the
current infrastructure provision
within Uttlesford and the
infrastructure planning issues
and opportunities arising from
the proposed strategic
development sites

3.1 This chapter covers the following topics:
B Transport and movement;
B Education;
B Green infrastructure, open space and sports;
B Health and Wellbeing;
m  Utilities;
B Waste management;
B Flooding and drainage;
= Community; and

B Emergency services.
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3.2 Uttlesford is home to several strategically important
transport services and links, including Stansted Airport, the
M11 and A20 and West Anglia Mainline. The District’s main
transport corridor runs north / south and includes the M11
motorway and West Anglia Rail Line. These provide access to
Cambridgeshire, Peterborough and Bury St Edmunds to the
north and Harlow and London to the west and south.
Settlements in the east of the District are more remote from
this main transport corridor. There are limited access points to
the M11 in Uttlesford, with only Junction 8 providing access
within the District to the south-west, and Junction 9 located
just beyond the north-west extremities of the District. The
recently delivered junction 7a (located in Epping Forest) is
near to Hatfield Heath and provides an alternative to junction 8
for some travelling to / from the southern parts of the District.
The B3183 also provides a key north-south link in the District
but is in relatively close proximity to the M11 corridor.

3.3 In the south of the District the A120 trunk road is the main
strategic east-west highway corridor and provides access to
and intersects with the M11 at Junction 8. This route provides
dual carriageway access to Braintree to the east and single
carriageway access further eastwards towards Colchester,
Harwich and Felixstowe (Freeport East)* via the A12. As set
out in Chapter Two, to the east of Uttlesford, there are
emerging proposals to provide an alternative, higher capacity
highway route from Braintree to the A12 at Marks Tey.

3.4 Stansted Airport lies at the intersection of the M11, West
Anglia Rail Line and A120, and as such benefits from a high
level of strategic accessibility. As one of the busiest airports in
the UK, it is a destination for a significant amount of people,
both passengers and workers, as well as cargo movements
and is therefore a significant trip generator. The airport acts as
a successful regional and local transport interchange for bus,
coach and train services to provide access to a range of
destinations in the UK. The airport also performs a vital local
function as a multi modal transport hub.

3.5 The M11 and A120 are managed by National Highways.
All other roads in Uttlesford are managed and maintained by
ECC as the Local Highways Authority — apart from those at
Stansted as these roads are managed by Manchester Airport
Group as part of the airport landside infrastructure.

3.6 Transport East is the advisory Sub-national Transport
Body for Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Southend-on-Sea and
Thurrock. As a partnership of key transport organisations, this
provides leadership and strategy on strategic transport
investment priorities.
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3.7 As set out in Chapter Two, the District has a dispersed
settlement pattern, with a network of relatively small
settlements. The need to travel between settlements to access
a range of services and employment opportunities, combined
with an infrequent public transport service, results in higher
levels of car ownership and use compared to the national
average“®. Residents in Uttlesford also travel further to work,
compared to the residents of other Districts in Essex*.

3.8 Uttlesford has a significantly higher car ownership than the
Essex average, with 91% of households recorded as having
access to at least one car in accordance with the 2021
Census. The neighbourhoods with the highest level of car-free
households appear to be in Saffron Walden and in Takeley
where good public transport connections are in place. Saffron
Walden has several in-town links and Takeley is well-
connected with both Bishops Stortford and Stansted Airport;
and the regular bus service from Saffron Walden to
Cambridge passes along the Great Chesterfield corridor.

3.9 Existing Transport infrastructure is set out on Figures D-1,
D-2 and D-3 in Appendix D.

Air travel

3.10 London Stansted is in the south-west of the District and is
a major international gateway to the UK. The airport brings
significant economic opportunity to the District and
surrounding areas. The airport was granted planning
permission to expand to 43 million passengers a year (an
increase of 8 million over the previously consented position) in
2021. With the advantage of dedicated access to M11
motorway the airport also operates significant cargo
movement to London and the entire South of England and the
Midlands.

3.11 In 2023, a planning application was approved to extend
its terminal building to provide larger security and departure
halls and increase its baggage handling capacity.

3.12 It is important that there is a choice of ways to access the
airport and there are opportunities to create connections for
public transport and active travel to existing with existing
settlements and future locations of development.

3.13 Audley End and Rayne airfields provide for general
aviation activities but do not provide commercial passenger
services.

The rail network

3.14 The existing Essex rail network is primarily radial from
London, with no direct east-west link through Uttlesford.
Passenger services are provided by private sector operators,
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under franchises agreed with the Strategic Rail Authority and
the Department for Transport®.

3.15 Services currently run from six railway stations on the
West Anglia Rail Line which are all managed by Abellio, the
Train Operating Company (TOC) for the Greater Anglia
Franchise*. The line runs from north to south and stations
serve Great Chesterford, Audley End, Newport, Elsenham,
Stansted Mountfitchet and Stansted Airport. Service
frequencies differ between stations, with Audley End providing
faster, less frequently stopping trains between Cambridge and
Liverpool Street Station in London. Rail stations just outside
the District are also important such as Whittlesford Parkway
and Bishop’s Stortford, as these also offer faster train
services.

3.16 The line facilitates three routes: the Stansted Express
which connects London Liverpool Street directly with Stansted
Airport; the West Anglia route which connects all stations in
Uttlesford (except for Stansted Airport) to London, Cambridge
and Bury St Edmunds; and the regional route which runs
between Stansted Airport and towns such as Peterborough
and Norwich to the north. The station at Stansted Airport is
strategically important for enabling more sustainable travel
choices to the airport and surrounding area.

3.17 The Anglia Route Study*” examines options to improve
the railway in East Anglia, setting out a medium-term strategy
to meet growing passenger and freight demand on the railway
from 2021 and beyond.

3.18 This study was undertaken during the Covid-19
pandemic which resulted in a significant reduction in public
transport across the country. With significant uncertainty about
future levels of demand, the study provided a range of
scenarios to simulate a range of potential outcomes to inform
future investment decisions. This strategy indicates that
demand on the network in the medium term (10 years) could
be between 15% lower and 26% higher than current levels.
With the substantial increase in capacity Greater Anglia’s fleet
replacement means that even under the most optimistic
demand scenario there are no forecast passenger crowding
issues on any services on the network. Regarding freight,
while the route is a relatively significant corridor for
construction materials traffic, future medium-term growth is
forecast to be small, not necessitating any additional paths to
meet expected demand.

3.19 The Anglia Route Long Term strategy*® set out that by
2043, there will be 2,100 additional passengers in the peak
hour on the Cambridge and Stansted Airport services into
London Liverpool Street. In an Uttlesford context, this means
that by 2023, in the morning peak for journeys into London
Liverpool Street, all seats are full south of Audley End. New
capacity is proposed to relieve this pressure, the strategy sets
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out that seats will be available (albeit up to 85% taken) in 2043
due to the capacity increases.

The bus network

3.20 Essex County Council (ECC) is the local transport
authority covering Uttlesford. In Uttlesford, the commercial
operators decide in the first instance which routes to operate.
ECC'’s role is to commission services to fill any gaps in
provision not provided by the market. Bus services in
Uttlesford are provided both commercially and with financial
support from the Council and developer contributions,
however it is important to note that bus services have been
seriously affected by the pandemic and have received
significant public funding to maintain the financial position of
operators.

3.21 The fact that the majority of the District is very rural
makes it difficult to deliver commercially viable and attractive
bus services to all settlements where there is currently less
demand. It also means that many residents have to make less
direct bus journeys, with interchanges. Demand responsive
bus services offer potential to serve rural areas.

3.22 The presence of Stansted Airport creates demand for
high frequency national and local bus services in the south of
the District, helping to deliver services here which can be used
by residents of the surrounding settlements. However, the
frequency of bus services is comparatively much lower in
other areas of the District, as would be expected in the mostly
rural hinterland. Aside from London Stansted Airport, Saffron
Walden and Great Dunmow offer the greatest potential for
interchange. Cost of bus travel also varies significantly.

3.23 The UK Government published the national bus strategy
‘Bus Back Better’ in March 2021%. This makes it clear that
better bus services are seen as a key part of the
Government'’s ‘levelling up’ agenda by improving public
transport outside London. Amongst other things the strategy
asks local transport authorities to commit either to setting up
‘enhanced quality bus partnerships’ or adopt bus franchising
and to make a statement to that effect.

3.24 In response to Bus Back Better, and following ECC
Cabinet discussions®, ECC has prepared a Bus Service
Improvement Plan®t (BSIP), setting out standards for the bus
industry in the ECC area. This is a working document which
will be improved over time in accordance with the
requirements of Bus Back Better. The plan sets out funding for
improvements to key bus services across Essex. In Uttlesford,
the key services include ‘Thrive’, a programme set out to
improve access to services in rural centres, and ‘Reach’,
which considers the potential to provide improved demand -
responsive public transport solutions, looking at the role of
digital tools for this. The BSIP also proposes the upgrading of
park and ride services to ‘park and choose’ sites, which will
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offer more options for other (non-bus transport measures
including e-bikes and e-scooter rental). The BSIP also
proposes a bus services audit and review, which will consider
the current provision of routes and whether this could be
improved for users.

3.25 To help deliver the BSIP, ECC formally enacted an
Enhanced Partnership (EP) with operators (one for each
District).

3.26 This is a statutory partnership between ECC and the bus
operators whereby both sides agree to introduce a series of
measures designed to improve bus services in the area
covered by the EP. Given this is a statutory agreement, this
arrangement will provide more control to ECC over the
management of the bus network in the ECC area, compared
to the previous situation.

3.27 In January 2023, ECC published their first BSIP Annual
Review®2, Following the BSIP and EP, ECC have progressed
with developing, procuring and rolling out a single Travel
Essex portal to offer a one-stop portal for all Essex-wide bus
information. Area-based reviews have also been conducted
(twelve in total) across Essex, of which Uttlesford® was the
first to be completed. This has led to new journeys being
made available to residents, higher frequencies along existing
journeys and increased access to service centres and amenity
sites. Services have also been renumbered to offer greater
consistency and roadside information has been improved.

3.28 The Essex County Council Bus Service Improvement
Plan® and 6-Month Report 2023% shows passenger numbers
have exceeded post covid forecast figures for 2022 with
26,209,054 passenger journeys compared to the forecasted
21,892,082. The Essex annual punctuality and performance
has seen an increase in journey time/reliability from 88.4% in
2021-2022 to 91.2% in the first 6 months of 2022.

3.29 In addition, the Sustainable Modes of Travel Strategy
(SMoTS)%¢ outlines the steps ECC is taking to enable
accessibility for all to places of employment and education,
including other neighbourhood services such as retail, leisure
and health services and delivering health, social and
economic benefits to individuals and their communities. A
Community Travel System®” provides transportation to those
unable to access mainstream public transport. Further to this,
as outlined in the ECC Education Transport Policy®, free
school to home transport is also available to some children of
compulsory school age in the County.

The road network

3.30 As set out above, the M11 motorway comprises the main
north-south highway corridor in Uttlesford and connects

London to the south with Cambridge to the north. Junctions 9
and 9a are located along the northern boundary of the District
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and connect users with the A11 towards Norwich and provides
strategic access for settlements such as Saffron Walden and
Great Chesterford. Junction 8 is located in the south of
Uttlesford and provides connections to Bishop’s Stortford and
Stansted Airport. The recently delivered Junction 7a provides
access for some settlements in the southern part of the
District. As set out above, the locations of the M11 junctions
and wider strategic roads result in poorer accessibility to the
strategic road network for those in the northeast of the District.

3.31 Important smaller inter-urban roads in Uttlesford include
the B1383 which provides local north-south connections
between Bishop’s Stortford and Great Chesterford, the B184
which connects Great Dunmow with Thaxted, Saffron Walden
and Junction 9a of the M11, as well as the A1060 which
connects Bishop’s Stortford with Hatfield Heath and onto
Chelmsford to the south-east, the B1008 between Dunmow
and Chelmsford, and the B1256 (the old A120) between J8
and Rayne/Braintree. Outside the District the A505, A131 are
also key routes providing access to wider strategic links or to
other key attractors (e.g., Chelmsford).

3.32 Planned developments in Uttlesford and the surrounding
areas including the north of Bishop’s Stortford and local
growth planned in East Herts and Braintree may lead to an
increasing amount of traffic on the strategic road network in
the years ahead, particularly as London Stansted Airport
continues to grow. ECC are soon to complete works to
improve Junction 8 of the M11 and A1250 West by :

Improving access between the M11 and A1250 with
London Stansted Airport, Bishop's Stortford, Birchanger
Services and Takeley;

Reducing congestion and improve capacity on the M11
Junction 8 exit slips and the A120;

Supporting future plans for housing, employment and
business developments.

3.33 The above improvements are considered to be an interim
solution in advance of a more significant upgrade brought
about by wider strategic / regional co-operation.

3.34 A route corridor study of the A505 between its junction
with the A10 at Royston in Hertfordshire and the A11 at
Abington in Cambridgeshire is currently being undertaken to
ascertain if capacity improvements are required and how
these can be delivered. Stage 2 of the study is being scoped
and developed, which will involve a design evolution, model
development and refinement of economic appraisal and Value
for Money checks®.

Walking and cycling

3.35 The two routes on the National Cycle Network that run
through Uttlesford are NCR11 and NCR16. NCR11 runs north-
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south through the District and connects Harlow to Cambridge
via Stansted Mountfitchet and Strethall, with a link to Saffron
Walden via Audley End Station. NCR16 is mainly off-road,
utilising the former railway track bed (although does use roads
in Great Dunmow). This is also known as the Flitch Way and
runs east-west broadly in the same area as the A120,
connecting Birchanger in the West with Braintree in the east
and then travels southwards towards Witham.

3.36 Just 0.7% of the journeys to work (300 people) in
Uttlesford are made by bicycle, lower than the Essex average
of 2.1%"! based on the 2021 Census. A key reason for this
may be that other than the above, there is very little dedicated
cycling infrastructure in Uttlesford, which has resulted in in low
levels of participation when compared with other Essex
Boroughs / Districts®. It may also be due to the topography of
settlements, which are relatively hilly compared to other areas
where cycling is a more popular way of getting around.

3.37 The dispersed nature of the existing population and
development in Uttlesford also means that residents need to
travel greater distances to access workplaces, key facilities
and services, making cycle travel less attractive, or potentially
unviable.

3.38 This said, recreational cycling is popular in Uttlesford with
approximately 17.5% of people cycling at least once per
month in Uttlesford according to Sport England data. This is
higher than most other Essex Districts, with only Chelmsford
and Colchester reporting higher levels.

3.39 The Essex Cycling Strategy and the Uttlesford District
Cycling Action Plan seek to promote a sustained increase of
cycling in Uttlesford, establishing it in the public’'s mind as a
‘normal’ mode of travel, especially for short A-to-B trips to
services and facilities.

3.40 Uttlesford District Council is preparing a district wide
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP), which
will detail the approach to the delivery of strategic cycle and
walking routes across the district. This will have a primary
focus on Saffron Walden and Great Dunmow as the two
largest settlements. This has the potential to unlock more
funding as it will be able to support funding bids to Essex
County Council and Active Travel England.

Transport East;
National Highways;
Network Rail;
Sustrans;

ECC - Local Transport Authority / Local Highway
Authority;

Page 49

Chapter 3

Uttlesford Infrastructure Delivery Plan
July 2024

MAG (Stansted);
Abellio Buses;
Arriva Buses;

Uttlesford Community Travel.

3.41 Funding for aviation improvements at Stansted are raised
by MAG through their business plans. Aviation is generally
commercially operable and therefore development
contributions are not collected for improvements to airport
infrastructure (although may be for other forms of travel that
link to Stansted, such as buses).

3.42 Funding for rail improvements is provided by the UK
Government and is allocated based on the priorities identified
in The Anglia Route Study®.

3.43 Funding for highways comes from a range of sources.
Strategic highways such as the M11 and A120 are maintained
by National Highways and new schemes are funded generally
by government grants or loans, whilst developer contributions
are also put towards these if there is sufficient justification.
Local highways (i.e., those managed by ECC) are funded
through the Council’'s maintenance budget (which is largely
funded by the government) and Local Transport Plan budget.
Developer contributions are also an important element of
funding for local highway improvements.

3.44 Funding for buses comes from a mixture of sources but
the predominant sources include the bus operators as part of
their business model, ECC’s local transport plan allocation
and developer contributions.

3.45 Funding for new cycling and walking infrastructure
predominantly comes from ECC Local Transport Plan funding
and developer contributions. The preparation of the Uttlesford
district-wide LCWIP 2024 will support future funding bids.

3.46 As set out above, developer contributions are required for
transportation improvements in Uttlesford where these can be
justified in accordance with the relevant tests for planning
obligations®, and are secured through Section 106 and
Section 278 agreements®. The Essex developer’s guide to
infrastructure contributions® sets out that developers are
expected to contribute towards the following types of transport
infrastructure:

Highway improvements to facilitate safe access for all
users by car and by active and sustainable modes or
anticipated road safety implications of development;

Supporting public transport by funding diversions to
existing routes (if this can be achieved whilst maintaining
the overall attractiveness of the service) or new services.
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For developments of 1,000 or more new homes a full
integrated travel package is required,;

Diversions to public rights of way, if necessary and
acceptable in accordance with relevant legislation.

3.47 In the context of the Council’s climate emergency
declaration®, Uttlesford will require a transport network that
addresses not only the needs of the residential and working
population but will also need to address the impact that
transport has on emissions and climate change. By promoting
and facilitating the sustainable movement of people between
their home, work, shops and services across Uttlesford, it will
help to facilitate economic growth opportunities, inward
investment, regeneration and contribute towards the delivery
of sustainable development. Allocating development sites
which reduce the need to travel or promote the use of
sustainable transport will support the district wide carbon
reduction targets.

3.48 The proposed strategic allocations in Uttlesford focus
development to existing settlements where either there are
existing services, facilities and employment opportunities, or
significant opportunities to provide these as part of
development. The overall spatial distribution of the proposed
strategic allocations will reduce the potential need to travel
compared to a more dispersed strategy.

3.49 Some journeys will always be necessary. A shift away
from private car-based vehicle use towards more active and
sustainable forms of travel such as walking, cycling, buses
and car sharing is a key ambition of the spatial strategy within
the submission local plan as the location of the proposed
strategic allocations facilitates the delivery of more sustainable
transport infrastructure. It is widely known that when people
move into a new home, this event offers the greatest potential
to secure change travel behaviours. Uttlesford District Council
has prepared a series of masterplans which demonstrate how
the proposed strategic allocations could be delivered to
include infrastructure which supports the use of more
sustainable means of travel.

3.50 A key ambition of the development strategy is to ensure
that the development proposed within the Submission Local
Plan does not unduly affect the strategic road network.

3.51 The proposed strategic allocations sites which are
included in the Submission Local Plan (Regulation 19
Publication) offer significant opportunities to provide transport
and movement infrastructure. These have been developed
taking account of detailed modelling evidence and review
undertaken by TetraTech on behalf of Uttlesford District
Council. In summary these include:
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District-wide:

3.52 All new proposed strategic allocations including
residential use are proposed to be supported by a shared
mobility scheme, which will be prepared on a strategic basis
for use across all development sites. The scheme proposes a
number of interventions including residential car clubs, a bike,
e-bike and cargo bike hire scheme and a centralised mobility
hub which consolidates the above in close proximity to bus
services. In addition, travel plan measures will be required as
part of new development.

North Uttlesford

3.53 The opportunity to provide a new multi-modal transport
link through the proposed strategic allocations to the
southeast of Saffron Walden town, linking Radwinter Road to
Thaxted Road. This is anticipated to relieve some of the peak
hour pressure within the town centre, which can provide
opportunities to re-allocate road space for more sustainable
ways of travelling.

3.54 A Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP)
is being prepared which includes measures for Saffron
Walden. This will identify and improve key routes for walking
and cycling. This work and transport modelling work is being
undertaken by PJA and TetraTech respectively on behalf of
Uttlesford District Council. Initial outputs of this work have
identified the following interventions relevant to Saffron
Walden and Newport:

Provision of improved bus frequencies to local
destinations including Great Chesterford, Newport and
Saffron Walden and on the strategic route linking to
Cambridgeshire;

High-quality walking and cycling links from the proposed
strategic allocations sites connecting to the settlement
centres;

Provision of high quality walking and cycling links
between the town centres and respective rail stations;

Opportunities to create improvements within Saffron
Walden to the walking and cycling environment.

3.55 Additionally, the Essex Local Transport Plan 2011-
2026°% lists planning infrastructure improvements for Saffron
Walden:

Providing for and promoting access by sustainable
modes of transport to development areas;

Improving passenger transport connections to and
between the local centres, key services and Harlow;

Improving the attractiveness and usability of streets and
public spaces;
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Improving cycling and walking routes and promoting
their greater use;

Improving connections to London, working with
Transport for London to make best use of and manage
access to Underground links;

Improving links with surrounding rural areas.

Stansted Mountfitchet and Elsenham

3.56 Prioritising more sustainable ways of travelling is also
proposed in Stansted Mountfitchet and Elsenham. A key
element of this will be providing high quality cycle and walking
routes within the settlements and to Stansted Mountfitchet rail
station and improving bus services. Localised highway
improvements are also being considered, including:

B1383 / Gypsy Lane: Widening to provide turn pockets /
flare at all approaches together with the signalisation of
the junction at Gipsy Lane;

B1256 / Tilekiln Green: Tilekiln Green approach widened
to add left-turn flare together with the signalisation of the
junction;

B1383 / A120: junction improvements to improve
capacity. It is understood that some funding has been
secured from developments in Bishops Stortford towards
this but this will require further developer contributions
and other funding.

3.57 Throughout development in the northern area, delivery of
new bus and active travel opportunities, integrated with built
form in the new development sites to make these attractive
transport options is expected.

South Uttlesford

3.58 In South Uttlesford there are ambitions to improve the
public transport frequency and attractiveness. The opportunity
provided by the presence of the nationally significant London
Stansted Airport to expand existing sustainable travel options
Is significant.

3.59 As set out above, an LCWIP is being prepared for the
District and one of the focus areas of this is the Great
Dunmow / Takeley / London Stansted Airport area. The
LCWIP will facilitate an improvement of walking and cycling
links between these locations, based on the Flitch Way.

Flitch Way Links

3.60 The Flitch Way Links Options Study identifies the Flitch
Way as a useful strategic route that is capable of linking
numerous other places and uses together. It is essentially a
recreational route but can be used for utility purposes. It
complements the shared use footway route that follows the
line of the B1256 eastwards from Parsonage Road.
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3.61 There is potential to link the Flitch Way to Bishop’s
Stortford through the fields to the south east of the town which
would not require any actions on the behalf of Hertfordshire
County Council beyond signing the route. A route south of the
town could also be connected to the Stort Valley and potential
routes towards London.

3.62 Access to London Stansted airport by walking and
cycling is not well catered for at present and it is proposed to
provide enhanced routes between Takeley and the airport,
alongside enhanced public transport services. This will help to
enable people to access key services and employment
opportunities in a more sustainable way.

3.63 Specific improvements required to support the proposed
strategic allocations at Takeley which have been identified
from transport modelling to date include:

Delivery of new bus and active travel opportunities,
integrated with built form in the new development sites to
make these attractive transport options;

New multi-modal route through development areas from
Parsonage Road from Stortford Road, potentially using
existing haul road access;

Upgrade of walking and cycling links between Great
Dunmow, Takeley and Stansted Airport, based around
improvements to Parsonage Road;

An upgraded Flitch Way (e.g. new surfacing, ecological
management, interpretation and safety improvements);

A sustainable and public transport mobility hub at
Canfield End providing appropriate and convenient
access to the B1256/A120 junction;

Improvements at Junction 8, to be further developed in
line with the outcomes of transport modelling.

3.64 Specific improvements required to support the proposed
strategic allocations at Great Dunmow which have been
identified from transport modelling to date include:

Delivery of new bus and active travel opportunities,
integrated with built form in the new development sites to
make these attractive transport options;

Localised highway mitigation and junction
improvements, including measures to improve active
travel;

B1008/B1057: Widening to provide turn pockets/ flare at
all approaches together with the signalisation of the
junction;

B1256 /Braintree Road: Signalisation of the junction;

B1256 / Station Road: Signalisation of the junction;
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Dunmow South Interchange (southern junction):
Chelmsford Road Northbound and A120 off-slip
approach arms widened to allow for separate left-turn
lane;

Parsonage Downs / B1008: Parsonage Downs approach
arm widened with left-turn flare;

Flitch Industrial Estate / Chelmsford Road: Estate
approach arm widened with left-turn flare;

B1256 / Blackwater Drive: B1256 approach arms
widened to two-lane entry.

3.65 ECC has duties under the Childcare Acts of 2006 and
2016 to ensure that there are a sufficient number of
sustainable and high-quality childcare places for children aged
0-19 and their families. In addition, duties under the Education
Act 2011 require ECC to provide sufficient school places for 4-
16 years old. As such, education is in the most part provided
by ECC. Free Schools and Academy Schools are outside local
authority control but are still influenced by potential growth and
are therefore considered in pupil place planning.

3.66 Private schools and home schooling also contribute to
education in the District, but these are not considered as part
of this IDP; for private schools this is because they operate on
a different demand model and are not responsible for ensuring
all children have a place, and for home schooling because
there are minimal infrastructure implications.

3.67 In Uttlesford the population is not distributed evenly
between age groups. In 2021 (latest available data) the most
prominent young age group was 10-14 which constituted
27.0% of the 0-19 population (21,841 children). The second
most populous age group was those aged 0-4 (26.4%)5°.
Ongoing capital investment in Uttlesford will deliver multiple
school expansion projects, not only helping to meet the
growing demand for places across the area, but also greatly
enhancing the educational offer that is available to local
parents’®,

3.68 Existing Education facilities are shown on Figure D-4 in
Appendix D.

Early Years and childcare

3.69 Early years and childcare provision in Uttlesford includes
day nurseries, pre-school provision and childminders:
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Early Years and Childcare in Uttlesford includes full-day
nurseries, who mainly cater for working families who
need full day care;

Pre-School provision generally offers comparatively
limited hours per day, like that of a school day and does
not open during the school holidays. Some of these are
provided in co-located facilities with primary school
provision

Childminders can often provide a flexible support for
families and will pick up older children at the end of the
school day which in turn helps families with childcare to
enable them to work.

3.70 These education needs are delivered through mainly
private, independent and voluntary organisations and any
change in demand for childcare can have a detrimental effect
upon the sustainability of the different business models.

3.71 Uttlesford’s providers are, like many other districts, made
up predominantly of Childminders (31.3%), followed by Pre-
Schools (23.4%) and Day Nurseries (14.8%). The ratio of
Funded Providers to non-funded providers (59.4%) is lower
than the county average (64.0%)"*.

3.72 The Childcare Assessment Sufficiency Summary’? set
out that in 2021, 13.2% of child care places were available in
Uttlesford, which is lower than the Essex rate of 17.9%.

3.73 Since the Covid pandemic the demand for childcare has
grown exponentially, and continues to increase. This growth
in the need for childcare across Essex has been driven by the
current economic climate and the need for both parents to be
working. The childcare reforms announced in the spring 2023
budget has added an additional pressure to the demand for
places. Evidence is suggesting that the growth in demand for
child places will continue to increase, especially given the new
funding that is being provided to parents over the next two
years.

3.74 Uttlesford currently has a lack of places within certain
areas, this is due to a historic lack of consideration within to
this type of service when reviewing planning applications for
housing growth.

Mainstream Primary schools

3.75 Of the 41 schools located in Uttlesford, 38 deliver infant,
junior or primary provision. ECC’s 10-year plan® sets out that
the increase in demand for school places in Essex is predicted
to continue. The forecasts used in this Plan suggest that the
total number on roll by 2033/34 will be 121,290 primary pupils
and 95,410 secondary school pupils (including sixth form).
The plan sets out that Helena Romanes school in Great
Dunmow will relocate, providing greater primary school
capacity. Options on the site for this school have been
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secured through S106 agreements. It is important to note that
the emerging local plan will increase the number of dwellings
and new pupils within Uttlesford and therefore the amount of

new school provision required is likely to increase.

Mainstream Secondary schools

3.76 The secondary schools which provide for pupils aged
between 11 and 18 are Forest Hall School in Stansted
Mountfitchet, Joyce Frankland Academy in Newport and
Saffron Walden County High School in Saffron Walden.
Helena Romanes School in Great Dunmow is an ‘All-through’
school, providing both primary and secondary education to its
students.

3.77 The 10-year plan’ sets out there are no planned
increases to capacity in secondary schools as a result of
demographic trends, however new development will create the
need for increased capacity. New development and a new
school coming forward in Bishop’s Stortford may impact on
place availability in Forest Hall School. Consequently, the
situation is being closely monitored and should there be
further demand for school places at Forest Hall and it is
understood that there is a possible option to expand the
school further. Helena Romanes School is due to relocate,
however this will not provide any additional capacity for
secondary age pupils.

3.78 Additional development which comes through the
emerging local plan is likely to increase the need for
secondary place provision.

Post-16

3.79 Post 16 facilities are provided by the Education and Skills
Funding Agency (ESFA), which is part of the DfE. The
provision of Further Education (FE) services covers pupils
over the age of 16, who are studying a course in a FE college,
training provider or within their local community. ECC has a
duty to secure sufficient suitable education and training
provision for all young people in their area who are over
compulsory school age but under 19 or aged 19 to 25 and for
whom an education, health and care plan is maintained. To
fulfil this, local authorities need to have a strategic overview of
the provision available in their area and to identify and resolve
gaps in provision.

3.80 Sixth Forms are linked to two of the secondary schools in
the District: Saffron Walden County High and Helena
Romanes. Further education opportunities are also provided
at Stansted Airport College, part of Harlow College.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

3.81 ECC is also responsible for the providing facilities for
children with special educational needs and disabilities
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(SEND). Provision for specific SEND requirements is made at
Forest Hall and it is the aim of the education authority to
ensure that SEND needs are catered for within each school
where possible going forward.

3.82 ECC is currently preparing a Special Education Needs
and Disabilities Sufficiency Strategy. Forecasting
requirements for school provision for children with special
needs is more complex than projecting mainstream places.
This is because the needs of these children often do not
manifest themselves until the child has been in the school
system for some time. The additional needs presented are
varied and include visual impairment; hearing impairment;
physical disability; moderate learning difficulties; severe
learning difficulties; and autism or social emotional and mental
health needs. Some children have more than one need to be
met. ECC therefore seeks to ensure that provision is available
to meet a range of needs in each geographic area of the
County. SEND requirements may be met in a mainstream
school, a specially resourced or enhanced provision within a
mainstream school or in a special school depending upon the
level of need. The sufficiency strategy is not complete at the
time of preparing this report. It is possible that it will
recommend additional infrastructure requirements.

ECC — Local Education Authority;
Free schools and academies;
DfE — Department for Education;

Harlow College.

3.83 As outlined in the Essex Developers Guide™, for Early
Years, Childcare, Primary and Secondary, financial
contributions will be required from sites with 20+ dwellings and
land for new build facilities where appropriate.

3.84 For Post-16 provision, financial contributions will be
required from sites of 20+ dwellings (the need in any area will
be assessed on a case-by-case basis, so that contributions
are only required where necessary). ECC acknowledges that
post 16 education plays a key role in skills development. The
Essex Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions™
recommends that any large-scale development is expected to
provide for the needs of post-16 education generated by its
development, either through a developer contribution to assist
classroom-based education; workplace learning through on
site apprenticeships and/or training, or through training and
courses offered at nearby further education (FE)
establishments.
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3.85 The DfE also provides funding for schools but this is
typically ringfenced to dealing with maintenance issues and
school rebuilding. This is not usually a mechanism through
which additional capacity is provided™.

3.86 As set out above, ECC has a statutory responsibility to
ensure sufficient school and childcare places are available for
local children and younger people. The NPPF (paragraph 95)
also sets out that sufficient choice for school places should be
available to meet the needs of existing and new communities,
to which a proactive, positive, and collaborative approach
should be taken by planning authorities to meet this
requirement.

3.87 Where a need for additional school places as a direct
result of housing development is identified, the expectation is
that the cost of providing additional places will be sought via
developer contributions. This is because no automatic
alternative funding exists from central government.

Early years provision

3.88 As set out above the reforms to early years funding is
resulting in increased demand for early years places, as they
become more affordable. ECC has provided an assessment of
needs likely to arise from the proposed strategic allocations,
which is included in the infrastructure schedule.

Primary school provision

Saffron Walden

3.89 For Saffron Walden, land for a new primary school has
already been identified at Shire Hill, however it may be more
suitable for education place planning to include a new, 3-form
entry site within the proposed strategic allocations which
would be developer funded and would allow the growth in
Saffron Walden to be met by a single new school. The Council
will continue to engage with ECC and other relevant
stakeholders to discuss the scope for an alternative site for a
3-form entry school.

Newport

3.90 No strategic allocations are proposed in Newport and as
such it is not considered likely that there will be a significant
need to expand provision here. Non-strategic allocations may
come forward within the town of up to 300 new dwellings,
generating approximately 90 primary age pupils. The current
Newport School site has capacity to expand by around half a
form of entry (i.e. 120 pupils), developer contributions would
need to be secured to deliver this.
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Elsenham

3.91 Provision of a new primary school on land from both the
committed site and the proposed strategic allocation (in
accordance with the site masterplan), to be funded from
developer contributions.

Stansted Mountfitchet
3.92 Developer contributions to the proposed new primary
school in Elsenham are expected.

Takeley

3.93 The proposals here are considered to increase primary
school demand such that new on-site provision will be
required. It is considered that a new, minimum two form entry
school site will need to be secured and additional land and
contributions will be needed to allow for a possible expansion
of Roseacres Primary School, all funded by development.

Great Dunmow

3.94 The proposed all-through new campus for Helena
Romanes School will provide extra primary age capacity in
2026/202778. New school options also exist at Woodside Way
and Smith’s Farm and the latest version of ECC’s 10-year plan
sets out these are anticipated to come forward in 2030/2031.

3.95 In terms of geography, the east of Great Dunmow is less
well served by primary schools than the west. The proposed
strategic allocation at Broadway will not generate sufficient
demand for a new school site and contributions to improve
and enhance education provision in local schools or towards a
new school on the sites mentioned in the above paragraph
should be provided by the development.

Secondary school provision

3.96 The provision of new secondary schools is more
challenging than for primary schools due to the scale of
population needed to support them, as such new secondary
school provision is generally focussed on existing schools,
unless there is a strategic opportunity to provide a new facility.

3.97 The distribution of pupils around the District results in
some long journeys and the proposed strategic allocations
provide an opportunity to address this.

North Uttlesford

3.98 Saffron Walden County High School is the largest school
in Essex and provides the secondary school and sixth form on
the same site. There tends to be a net import of school pupils
to Saffron Walden High from areas closer to other secondary
schools. The proposed approach is to provide a two form of
entry expansion on this site by relocating the nursery which is
presently in situ to a site on the new proposed strategic
allocations.
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3.99 Similar to the situation at Saffron Walden High, there
tends to be a net import of school pupils to Joyce Frankland
Academy from areas closer to other secondary schools. It is
proposed to expand this site by a single form of entry. It is
understood from discussions with ECC that this can be
achieved on the current extent of the school site.

Stansted Mountfitchet and Elsenham

3.100 Forest Hall School is understood to have some unfilled
capacity at present but not sufficient to meet additional
demand from significant growth. Cross border growth in
Bishop’s Stortford may also affect demand for places at this
school. A new school is being constructed in Bishops Stortford
which may also draw pupils from the area around Forest Hall
and therefore the position will need to be reviewed as
development comes forward. It is understood that there is both
capacity on the site to allow expansion (of up to 2 FE) and
land adjacent to the school which could be used for an
additional expansion of the site (also of up to 2 FE). This
would be sufficient to accommodate the proposed strategic
allocations in the area, and would need to be funded by
development contributions.

South Uttlesford

3.101 Helena Romanes is due to relocate in 2026/2027. This
will not provide additional capacity for secondary age pupils.
The provision of a new 8FE secondary school in Takeley,
funded by development in South Uttlesford is considered to be
a suitable solution to accommodate the growth proposed in
South Uttlesford. This will provide a new secondary school
close to new development, and help to reduce the need for
pupils in existing homes in Takeley from needing to travel
outside the settlement to attend school. Takeley is served by
sustainable travel options from the surrounding area which
also makes a new school here a logical and appropriate
solution. The secondary school should be co-located with the
proposed new primary and early years provision. It is also
proposed to safeguard land to the east of this site to allow for
a further 4FE expansion if required.

Post-16 provision

3.102 In order to accommodate the post-16 provision
requirement from new development it is proposed to increase
the existing provision at Saffron Walden. It is also proposed to
create a new post-16 facility at the proposed new secondary
school at Takeley which will provide additional capacity in the
south of the District.

Special Education Needs and Disabilities provision

3.103 Whether there is sufficient capacity provided by existing
providers and planned school provision, or whether further
expansion is required, is still to be determined with ECC as

Page 55

Chapter 3
Infrastructure baseline and planning matters arising from proposed
development

Uttlesford Infrastructure Delivery Plan
July 2024

part of their sufficiency strategy (which is being prepared).
Recommendations are likely to include either additional SEND
provision at mainstream schools, a new facility (or facilities) or
a combination of both approaches.

Green infrastructure, open space and
sports

Current context

Green infrastructure and open space

3.104 Green infrastructure is defined as a network of multi-
functional green and blue spaces and other natural features,
urban and rural, which can deliver a wide range of
environmental, economic, health and wellbeing benefits for
nature, climate, local and wider communities and prosperity™.

3.105 Reference to green infrastructure within this report
includes elements that are also known as ‘blue infrastructure’,
which are water based natural and semi-natural features such
as rivers, streams, lakes, ponds and drainage systems.

3.106 A green and blue infrastructure strategy for Uttlesford
was prepared by LUC in 2023%. This provides a thematic
review of the current context within the District. The key
strengths and challenges identified include:

B Access to semi-natural greenspaces is low in some
population centres including Stansted Mountfitchet,
Elsenham and Newport;

B There is a high dependance on cars to access natural
greenspaces;

B Active travel provision between settlements, including
the Public Rights of Way network, is fragmented;

B Hatfield Forest's ancient woodland provides a critical
piece of the green infrastructure network but is subject to
significant recreational pressure and links to the
surrounding network are limited due to the lack of
availability of alternative areas of public open space;

B Habitat connectivity throughout the District is poor,
particularly in the landscape surrounding Thaxted and
Saffron Walden;

B There are low levels of tree cover in the north and east
of the District, and there are opportunities to increase
riparian planting;

B Many SSSis are in a state of unfavourable condition,
and the Chalk streams in the District are globally rare
habitats that need to be protected from threats such as
water pollution and over abstraction;
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The unique historic character of towns, villages and
landscape is critical to the success of the local economy
and tourist offer in Uttlesford and must be carefully
considered when integrating GBI into existing historic
townscapes and landscapes;

New development should be carefully planned and
designed to retain local character and support
community events/activities, and reduce the likelihood of
localised flooding;

3.107 At a county-wide level, the Essex Green Infrastructure
Strategy® describes the need for green infrastructure in the
county and sets a vision and objectives for the delivery of
green infrastructure. Green infrastructure is defined within this
as a carefully planned network of high quality natural and
semi-natural assets and habitat types, of green and blue
spaces, and other strategically planned environmental
features that maintain and delivers our ecosystem services. It
provides multi-functional benefits integral to the health and
wellbeing of communities, ecology, and economy of the
county82.There are 782 square kilometres of green
infrastructure in Essex (21% of the total county area). 5.3% of
the County is made up of woodland, while there are 4,058
miles of Public Rights of Way®3. Natural and semi-natural
open space makes up the largest type of green space in
Uttlesford, followed by Ancient Woodland, Parks and Gardens,
Greenways, and outdoor sports facilities®.

3.108 The Essex County Council Green Skills Infrastructure
review® outlines where there are opportunities to promote
green skills growth across the county. This includes the
development of an online access to a hub of experts and
expertise, a series of communication tools to increase the
speed of information flow between stakeholders, targeted
leadership actions to provide more certainty in the demand for
green skills and greater emphasis on promoting green skills in
Essex.

3.109 The Essex Green Infrastructure Standards®® highlights a
series of principles and standards for the protection,
enhancement, creation, and management of Gl in Essex. The
application of these principles and standards through
development management and planning policy will ensure the
delivery of multifunctional, accessible high-quality green
infrastructure.

3.110 At the time of drafting this IDP, ECC is preparing an
emerging Greater Essex Local Nature Recovery Strategy
(GELNRS). ECC is the ‘Responsible Authority’ for delivering
the GELNRS. They will work closely with the Essex Local
Nature Partnership to provide direction and ensure key
stakeholders, such as Uttlesford District Council and other
Essex local planning authorities are engaged. The GELNRS is
being prepared for consultation in summer 2024. The
GELNRS will form the baseline for habitat information, which

Page 56

Chapter 3

Uttlesford Infrastructure Delivery Plan
July 2024

in turn will generate action to promote biodiversity
management and improvement (including identifying strategic
opportunity areas) and will provide further useful information to
identify opportunity areas.

3.111 Country Parks are identified where they meet certain
criteria for size and facilities provided. There are two Country
Parks located in Uttlesford, Hatfield Forest and Flitch Way (the
15-mile recreational route following the former railway line
from Braintree to Bishops Stortford). These two district-scale
greenspaces are located within the south of the District. Due
to the large scale and attractive nature of these spaces they
are understood to be well used by residents in Uttlesford and
are therefore susceptible to further recreational pressure from
proposed strategic allocations®’.

3.112 Hatfield Forest is a key site in Uttlesford, as it accounts
for 75% of the provision of natural and semi-natural green
space®, Hatfield Forest is a nationally important area of
ancient woodland within the District, located directly south of
Stansted airport. Designated as a Special Site of Scientific
Interest (SSSI) and National Nature Reserve (NNR) for its
wide range of intact woodland habitats, it is also the only
remaining area of medieval Royal Hunting Forest in the
country. Being of both environmental and cultural importance
and the largest area of woodland in the District (approximately
400ha), Hatfield Forest is also a Country Park. It forms a large
part of the area’s access to district-scale open green space
and is a critical wellbeing resource. Hatfield Forest is
understood to be under significant recreational pressure which
has led to the conclusion that the Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) units here are in unfavorable condition®.
Provision of additional green infrastructure and open space
would help to relieve this. Natural England has advised that a
Zone of Influence exists around Hatfield Forest® —
development within this area may lead to increased
recreational pressure on the site. Development within this
zone will be required to demonstrate that it meets the
requirements of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981)
including in relation to potential impacts on Hatfield Forest.

3.113 Beyond the boundaries of the Hatfield Forest SSSI,
areas of deciduous woodland and parkland extend into the
surrounding countryside. The Flitch Way, a Local Nature
Reserve (LNR) and Country Park forms a wooded linear
pathway and cycle route (NCN16) along a former railway line.
The Flitch Way connects Hatfield Forest in the west to Great
Notley Country Park on the south-eastern boundary of
Uttlesford in Braintree District. This provides a connected
green corridor, linking assets east-west across the south of
the District.

3.114 Other ecologically important habitats in the District are
considered to be under pressure include SSSIs at Ashdon
Meadows, Debden Water & High Wood (Dunmow), which are
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all recorded as being in unfavorable condition®. Different
management practices across the SSSis have resulted in
varying ecological conditions.

3.115 The Uttlesford Open Space Assessment Report and the
accompanying Open Space Standards Report (updated
October 2023) state that there are a number of different open
spaces in the District, falling into a number of typologies. More
detail on these spaces is as follows:

There are 310 sites which are identified as open space
provision in the District, equivalent to 694 hectares
(7.6Ha per 1,000 population);

There are seven sites classified as parks and gardens in
Uttlesford, equating to over nine hectares at a current
provision of 0.1Ha per 1,000 population®2. This is below
the Fields in Trust standard of 0.8Ha per 1,000
population. Whilst 3 of 7 sites are considered low quality
they are marginally within this category and it is
understood that overall, there are no significant quality
issues®;

There are 67 sites identified as natural and semi-natural
greenspace in Uttlesford, equating to over 509Ha at a
current provision of 5.58Ha per 1,000 population®. This
is significantly above the Fields in Trust standard of
1.8Ha per 1,000 population. Access by walking to such
spaces is an issue for the District, particularly in
settlements with a greater population density including
Newport, Stansted Mountfitchet and Felsted. 71% are
considered to be good value, including Hatfield Forest®;

There are 119 amenity greenspace sites in Uttlesford,
equating to 146.69Ha at a current provision of 1.6Ha per
1,000 population®. This is well above the Fields in Trust
standard of 0.6Ha per 1,000 population. 78% of sites are
considered to be high quality®’;

There are 88 sites in Uttlesford identified as provision for
children and young people, equating to 9.69Ha at a
current provision of 0.11Ha per 1,000 population®. This
is well below the Fields in Trust standard of 0.25Ha per
1,000 population. 86% of sites are considered to be high
quality®s;

There are 29 sites classified as allotments in Uttlesford,
equating to over 18.62Ha at a current provision of 0.2Ha
per 1,000 population*®. This is slightly below standards
identified by the National Society of Allotment and
Leisure Gardeners. 89% of sites are considered high
quality°?;

The majority of the green spaces in Uttlesford (79%) are
assessed as being above the threshold?;

Generally most settlements have access to some type of

open space. Some rural communities have less access
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to some types of open space. Most notably, parks and
gardens provision is limited within several
settlements?3,

Highway Greening

3.116 Everyday contact with nature is beneficial for health and
well-being, and this is recognised in the Essex Green
Infrastructure Strategy®. Providing sustainable travel options
to increase access for these communities to green space will
therefore have wider health benefits. As Uttlesford’s
population increases, there will be further pressure on the
existing green infrastructure. Highways greening provides an
opportunity to provide smaller scale but wide-ranging green
infrastructure and more consistent, closer contact with nature
for residents. It also provides opportunity to improve network
resilience (through increased shading and sustainable urban
drainage), and encourage more active travel by creating visual
interest, screening from motor traffic and more pleasant
journeys.

3.117 Roads themselves remove and segregate green
infrastructure, contribute towards poor air quality, impact on
biodiversity, landscape and heritage, through vehicle traffic®.
In recognition of this, the Essex Green Infrastructure Strategy
identifies several actions including improvements to Public
Realm green infrastructure, creation of green infrastructure in
new developments, embedding an ‘environmental net gain’
principle in Highways Plans.

Sports facilities

3.118 Local health indices are generally better than the
national norms¢, underlining the importance of ensuring
access to sports and recreation facilities, as part of a wider
strategy to ensure that the local population remains physically
active and increases its participation.

3.119 The Playing Pitch Strategy'®” identifies current levels of
provision within Uttlesford across the public, education,
voluntary and commercial sectors. Current levels of facilities
supply in Uttlesford appear to be at a good level for the
population served®. The audit identifies a need for additional
sports hall provision and water space in Uttlesford. The
principal opportunity/challenge for Uttlesford is to ensure that
its stock of sports facilities continues to be fit for the future and
viable. In Uttlesford, 32.3% of residents live within one mile of
a sports hall.

3.120 There are 14 sports halls at 12 sites (42 badminton
courts) in Uttlesford. Ten sports halls on nine sites have 3+
courts (a total of 37 courts). This includes the following sports
halls:

Anglian Leisure Joyce Frankland;

Carver Barracks;

LUC 130



Dame Bradbury School,

Felsted Primary School,

Felsted School;

Flitch Green Community Centre;

Great Dunmow Leisure Centre;

Helena Romanes School & Sixth Form;
Lord Butler Fitness & Leisure Centre;
Manuden Village Hall & Sports Trust;
Mountfitchet Romeera Leisure Centre;
Saffron Walden County High Sports Centre.

3.121 One sports hall is assessed as good quality (Saffron
Walden County High School Centre), the other seven (Anglian
Leisure Joyce Frankland, Dame Bradbury School, Felsted
School, Great Dunmow Leisure Centre, Lord Butler Leisure
Centre and Mountfitchet Romeera Leisure Centre) are rated
above average quality.

3.122 There are eight swimming pools at seven sites across
Uttlesford. The swimming pools are located at the following
locations:

Felsted Primary School,

Felsted School;

Great Dunmow Leisure Centre;
Hatfield Heath Primary School,

Lord Butler Fitness & Leisure Centre;
Pace Health Club (Stansted);
Rodings Primary School.

3.123 However, only the swimming pools in the Lord Butler
Leisure centre and the Great Dunmow Leisure Centre are
available for community use.

3.124 There are 14 health and fitness gyms across Uttlesford,
offering 675 stations. This includes the following gyms:

Anglian Leisure Joyce Frankland;
Carver Barracks;

Felsted School;

Fitness Focus Gym Thaxted;
Golf World Stansted;

Great Dunmow Leisure Centre;
Just Gym;

Lord Butler Leisure Centre;
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Mountfitchet Romeera Leisure Centre;
Novotel (Stansted Airport);

Pace Health Club;

Puregym;

3.125 The Lord Butler and Great Dunmow Leisure Centres are
in high demand and both have waiting lists for classes. In
addition, there are 11 studios in Uttlesford (nine fitness studios
and two spinning studios).

3.126 There are a total of 168 grass playing pitches in
Uttlesford for a wide range of sports, as well as ten artificial
pitches of which six are in public use. The majority of these
are located in Saffron Walden.

3.127 There is one indoor bowils facility in Uttlesford located at
Turpins Indoor Bowls in Saffron Walden.

3.128 For most types of facility, according to the Indoor and
Built Facilities — Needs Assessment 2023 and the Winter
Assessment Report 2024, existing provision is broadly
adequate to meet current needs, with the following
exceptions®® :

Swimming - There is a shortage of water space with a
deficit of 152m? (a 4-lane 20m pool is 160m?);

Football pitches - current spare capacity on adult, youth
9v9, mini 7v7 and mini 5v5 pitches, whilst a shortfall is
evident on youth 11v11 pitches. After factoring in future
demand, current spare capacity amongst adult, youth
9v9 and mini 7v7 pitches would be utilised, leaving future
shortfalls for each. This picture applies generally across
the District but there are specific areas where demand
exceeds capacity for some types of pitch such as at
Saffron Walden, where there is unmet demand for
football pitches of all types, as well as at Great Dunmow
and Takeley where there is unmet demand for youth
11v11 pitches;

Rugby pitches - Of the three pitches identified as having
potential spare capacity in Uttlesford, none are
considered to offer actual spare capacity at peak time for
an increase in rugby. If Saffron Walden RFC loses
access to the area of land adjacent to its match pitches,
the Club reports it will need an additional two pitches to
meet demand. On a localised basis there is unmet
demand for more senior and mini rugby pitches at
Saffron Walden;

‘3G’ artificial grass pitches - There is a deficit equivalent
to 5.5 full size 3G pitches;

Gymnastics — there is a need for a larger facility to help
Forge Gymnastics Club to meet demand;
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B Disabled access - Disabled access is poor at a number
of facilities;

B Changing facilities - Changing provision is poor at some
sites particularly at outdoor pitches.

3.129 It should be noted that the summer sports assessment
was not available to inform this report and therefore when
published, may set out additional demand / supply issues for
sports facilities.

3.130 Existing key green infrastructure, open space and
sports assets facilities are shown on Figure D-5 in Appendix
D.

Key delivery organisations

Green infrastructure and open space
B ECC-GITeam;
B Essex Wildlife Trust;
B Environment Agency;
B National Trust;
B Natural England;
B RSPB;
B Sport England;

m  Uttlesford District Council.

Sports
m  Uttlesford District Council;

B Private sports providers.

Funding

3.131 Funding for green infrastructure, open space and sports
facilities is limited. New provision is largely dependent upon
Council budgets, local communities and developer
contributions, although given sufficient organisation and
justification, other grant funding, such as from the Heritage
Lottery, is also available. In addition, funding can be applied
for to support the efficiency of service provision through
bodies such as Sport England. 1Life is Uttlesford’s leisure
provider.

3.132 Maintenance of green infrastructure is a key issue as
this is generally dependent upon Council budgets which are
facing significant pressures, however there is an opportunity
for new provision to be maintained using stewardship models
within large extensions and new communities.
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Uttlesford infrastructure planning approach

3.133 Natural England’s'® Green Infrastructure Framework
sets out the standards and recommendations for green
infrastructure in England. The Essex Green Infrastructure
Standards!!* also provide more localised standards and
requirements. These both require that Local Plans in Essex
such as Uttlesford take a strategic approach to planning for
the creation, protection, enhancement and management of
biodiversity and green infrastructure networks, which is also
required by the NPPF. All open space, sports and green
infrastructure provision should be planned holistically to
maximise the multifunctional uses and benefits.

3.134 The provision standards used to determine deficiencies
and surpluses of open space in Uttlesford are set in terms of
quality, accessibility and quantity. These standards are
outlined in the Uttlesford Open Space Standards Paper*2.

3.135 Regarding quality, each type of open space receives a
separate quality and value score. This also allows for
application of a high and low quality/value matrix to further
help determine prioritisation of investment and to identify sites
that may be surplus as a particular open space type. When
considering value, NPPF refers to attributes to value open
space such as beauty and attractiveness of a site, its
recreational value, historic and cultural value and tranquillity
and biodiversity value.

3.136 Regarding accessibility, accessibility catchments for
different types of provision are a tool to identify communities
currently not served by existing facilities. It is recognised that
factors that underpin catchment areas vary from person to
person, day to day and hour to hour. For the purposes of this
process this problem is overcome by accepting the concept of
‘effective catchments’, defined as the distance that would be
travelled by most users.

3.137 Regarding quantity, quantity standards are set to
identify areas of shortfalls and helps with setting requirements
for future developments. The recommended quantity
standards for Uttlesford are set out in the Table below.

Table 3.1: Recommended quantity standards

Typology Quantity Standard (hectares per
1,000 population)

Parks and gardens 0.10

Natural and semi- 5.58

natural greenspace

Amenity 1.60

greenspace
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Typology Quantity Standard (hectares per
1,000 population)

Provision for 0.11

children and young

people

Allotments / 0.20

community food

growing

3.138 It is generally a requirement for open space to be
provided within the development area and not fragmented,
otherwise it is of little or no actual recreational use. Where
green infrastructure can be found on a site, the general policy
approach is that development should protect and enhance
this. This reflects the requirements of the NPPF and the need
for Biodiversity Net Gain, set out in The Environment Act
(2021). For example, it is stated in the Uttlesford District
Council Developer Contributions SPD**3 that the Environment
Act 2021 requires a minimum of 10% biodiversity net gain
(BNG), with a caveat for a local target for Essex to be agreed.

Key infrastructure planning considerations

3.139 There is no single organisation with a statutory duty for
open spaces to be provided or maintained. As such it can be
challenging to leverage funding for these spaces.

3.140 To reverse ecological declines, it will be vital for more
green infrastructure to be provided within new developments -
the requirements for biodiversity net gain which are already
required by the NPPF and have risen to 10% with the coming
into force of the Environment Act are also likely to result in
increased provision of more green infrastructure than would
otherwise have been the case. However, it will also be
important for more green space to be provided in accordance
with the Lawton Principles of bigger, better and more joined
Upll4.

Green and blue infrastructure and open space

3.141 Green infrastructure and Biodiversity Net Gain must be
built into design codes and planning policies to ensure that
green infrastructure informs the structure of new development.
It is assumed that the provision of open space will be provided
on development sites according to the Council’s standards.

3.142 The Uttlesford Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy*®
identifies a series of strategic opportunities. These include:

District-wide
B Improvements to the Rivers Cam and Slade including
creating a continuous green / blue infrastructure corridor
and water quality improvements;
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B Chalk grassland enhancement through greater
connection to roadside verges;

B Improving the footpath network across the District;
B Enhancing the Harcamlow Way;

B Creation of a Nature Network and woodland corridor
from Hatfield Forest to Thaxted.

North Uttlesford
B Greening Saffron Walden;

B The creation of a new Country Park site.

Stansted Mountfitchet and Elsenham
B Greening Stansted Mountfitchet and enhancing access
to the GBI network.

South Uttlesford
B Enhancement of the Flitch Way to improve surfacing and
accessibility, access points, the integration and better
management of habitats along the route and new
onward connections at the western end of the route;

B Hatfield Forest conservation and restoration;
B New Country Park at Easton Park;
B River Roding / Pincey Brook woodland creation;

B River Chelmer green/blue corridor.

Mitigating the impact of development on designated sites

3.143 New development will lead to recreational pressure on
designated sites, specifically Hatfield Forest which is
designated as SSSI. All new dwellings within the Zone of
Influence of Hatfield Forest will be expected to contribute to
the Strategic Access and Monitoring Package that will be
implemented by the National Trust as owners. This will include
a mix of new infrastructure and management measures.

3.144 In order to mitigate impact on Hatfield Forest from the
proposed strategic allocations, the Council has commissioned
work by LUC to demonstrate that suitable alternative natural
greenspace sites (SANGS) can be delivered within the
proposed strategic allocation sites (those which fall into the
Hatfield Forest Zone of Influence). These are set out in the
infrastructure schedule in Appendix C. It is likely that these
can be provided as part of the overall open space provision
required by open space policies. Natural England’s response
to the IDP consultation specified the importance of SANGS
being complete and accessible by the time of occupation of
the first dwelling.
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Open space

3.145 Open space will be required to be delivered within the
proposed strategic allocations in accordance with Council
policies, in terms of typology, quantity and standard. These
should be delivered in accordance with the Council’s guidance
on planning obligations and the most up to date standards.
The requirements from the proposed strategic allocations set
out in the infrastructure schedule in Appendix C.

Allotments / Community Food growing

3.146 In accordance with the Natural England Green
Infrastructure Framework and Essex County Council Gl
standards, flexible opportunities for food growing should be
incorporated into new developments. The requirements for
these areas have been sized based on the recommendations
of the open space assessment, see the infrastructure
schedule in Appendix C for more details.

Sports facilities

3.147 The delivery of residential sites is likely to create
demand for new or expanded sports facilities. A strategic
approach is needed to meeting needs.

3.148 Playing pitches should be provided in accordance with
the standard set out in the Council’'s adopted policies, in
accordance with the Council's most recent Playing Pitch
Strategy*® and in accordance with local evidence at the time.
Current requirements are set out in the infrastructure schedule
in Appendix C however it is possible that different solutions
may come forward based on the evidence available as
planning applications are submitted. In particular, artificially
surfaced multi-use games areas can be used more intensively
than traditional grass pitches and can therefore reduce the
grass pitch requirement.

3.149 Under the Indoor and Built Sport Facilities Strategy,
investment to maintain facilities is proposed at the following
locations:

B Anglian Leisure Joyce Frankland,;

B Dame Bradbury School;

B Felsted School;

B Great Dunmow Leisure Centre;

B Helena Romanes School and Sixth Form;

B Lord Butler Leisure centre;

B Mountfitchet Romeera Leisure centre;

B Saffron Walden County High Sports Centre;
B Turpins Indoor Bowls centre;

B Commercial fithness gyms.
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3.150 In addition, additional swimming pool space is also
required.

Health and Wellbeing

Current context

3.151 Existing Health and wellbeing facilities are shown on
Figure D-6 in Appendix D.

Primary Care (GP) Services

3.152 The provision of GP Surgeries in Uttlesford is managed
by the NHS Hertfordshire and West Essex Integrated Care
Board (HWEICB). The HWEICB are responsible for delivering
health and social care to a population of 1.65 million.

3.153 GP surgeries in Uttlesford are located in the following
practices:

B Elsenham: Elsenham Surgery;

B Great Dunmow: Angel Lane Surgery and John Tasker
House Surgery;

m Hatfield Heath: Eden Surgery;
B Newport: Newport Surgery;

B Saffron Walden: The Gold St Surgery and Crocus
Medical Practice;

B Stansted Mountfitchet: Stansted Surgery;
B Thaxted: Thaxted Surgery.

3.154 Primary care is provided over two administrative areas —
Uttlesford North and Uttlesford South. Information provided by
the NHS sets out that capacity in Uttlesford North is able to
serve the current population due to recent relocation of Crocus
Surgery in Saffron Walden and improvements in Thaxted but
will not be able to easily accommodate additional growth
without further improvements / expansion. Capacity in
Uttlesford South is significantly constrained and not able to
meet the current population. This is being remedied by the
planned construction of a new surgery in Felsted to replace
the current one, and utilisation of Dunmow Community Clinic
for primary care. These new improvements are not designed
to accommodate additional growth which comes through the
emerging local plant'’, and as such further
improvement/expansion will be necessary.

3.155 In relation to future health infrastructure, the NHS long
term plan sets out a framework where community-based
healthcare is integrated to meet the needs of a changing
population.

3.156 Planned growth within Uttlesford, together with the
complexities of patient demand will mean that, for health and
care services to meet needs, a much more integrated
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approach will be taken between different sectors within health,
and those across health and social care, and between
physical and mental health.

3.157 A headline commitment in the NHS’ Long-Term Plan;
taken forward by the HWEICB as a strategic ambition, is the
improvement of primary and community and mental health
care outside of hospitals.

3.158 Of relevance to both the emerging Uttlesford Local Plan
and supporting Infrastructure Delivery Plan, the HWEICB is
producing an Estate Infrastructure Strategy. As this work
progresses, there will be a need for continued dialogue, and
alignment between this document and the draft Local Plan.

3.159 The NHS has set a net zero target to be reached by
2040 for its own project programmes, with an ambition to
reach an 80% reduction by 2028 to 2032. Of note, recent NHS
strategies include the Greener NHS which is a programme
which shares ideas on how to reduce the impact on public
health and the environment, save money and reach net
carbon, plus there is the recently published (Feb 2023) NHS
Net Zero Building Standard**® which provides technical
guidance to support the development of sustainable, resilient
and energy efficient buildings that meet the needs of patients
now and in the future. This standard is relevant to new build
and upgrades to existing healthcare buildings.

Hospitals

3.160 Healthcare provided by the NHS in Uttlesford comes
under the Hertfordshire and West Essex Sustainability and
Transformation Partnership.

3.161 The only hospital located in Uttlesford is Saffron Walden
Community Hospital, which is managed by the Cambridge
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. There are,
however, several hospitals located in neighbouring Districts
which serve Uttlesford residents in the following locations:

Bishop’s Stortford: Herts and Essex Community
Hospital;

Cambridge: Addenbrooke’s Hospital and Fulbourn
Hospital;

Braintree: Braintree Community Hospital, St Michael’s
Hospital; Halstead Hospital;

Harlow: Princess Alexandra Hospital (which is soon to
be relocated to a new facility — see ‘infrastructure
planning approach’ section below).

3.162 GP services and hospitals will need to reconfigure their
care infrastructure to cope with an ageing population and to
centralise support functions and services.
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Dentists

3.163 There are 16 dentists (NHS and private) in Uttlesford,
located in Saffron Walden, Great Dunmow, Stansted
Mountfitchet, Takeley and Thaxted.

Social care

3.164 Social care for both adults and children is provided by
ECC which is also responsible for making specific provision of
built infrastructure for care services such as extra care. The
ECC Organisation Plan sets out ECC will work with all system
partners to optimise the integration of health and social care,
including community-based solutions, hospital avoidance,
hospital discharge and reablement services. ECC has
prepared an adult social care market shaping strategy**® in
collaboration with care providers in order to best understand
current provision, stimulate a diverse range of care and
support services to meet needs so that residents can live their
lives to the fullest and to ensure that the care market remains
vibrant and stable.

Mental Health

3.165 Residents of Uttlesford can access mental health
services 24/7 via NHS 111 Press 2 for Mental Health 120, The
Essex Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust (EPUT)
provides a range of mental health support services within
Uttlesford and neighbouring Districts, enabling residents to be
treated by community and inpatient mental health team.

3.166 Self-referral talking therapies are provided through the
HWEICB.
Homelessness

3.167 The Homelessness Strategy*?! sets out the context of
homelessness both nationally and locally and reviews the
levels of homelessness within the District. Homelessness has
increased within Uttlesford, as it has nationally, over the past 4
years. The principal services to assist in preventing
homelessness and rough sleeping in Uttlesford are:

Young person homelessness support services from
ECC. This includes working to the Essex wide Joint
Protocol on 16/17 year olds and the Nest Young Person
Supported Accommodation service;

Floating Support Services from Peabody;
Domestic Abuse services from Next Chapter;
Tenancy management for Council and RSL stock;
Housing Benefit Visiting Officer/ Welfare Officer;
DWP support;
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Probation/Community Rehabilitation Company —
Including Essex Prison Release Housing Protocol;

ECC Adult and Children Services;
Community Mental Health Services;

Addiction Services — Open Road and ADAS;
Bromfield House Supported Housing Scheme;

Railway Meadow Mother and Baby Unit — nomination
rights to 4 bed spaces;

3.168 There are also independent voluntary sector services
within Uttlesford, some that receive Council grant funding that
also support Council officers in their work on preventing and
relieving homelessness.

Hertfordshire and West Essex Integrated Care Board;
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust;

Mid and South Essex NHS Foundation Trust;

East Suffolk and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust;
NHS Property;

Mental Health Services;

ECC — Public Health;

Cambridge University Hospitals Trust.

3.169 Funding for GPs currently comes from the Improvement
Grant — a nationally allocated grant based on evidence of
need submitted by GPs. This covers 66% of the cost of the
improvements, with the GPs having to resource the remainder
from their own funds or fundraising. Developer contributions
can be used where these are justified, for example where
large-scale new development is being provided such as a new
town.

3.170 Funding for hospitals and mental health services is
allocated on a national basis by the NHS.

3.171 Funding for dentists is generally private, with support
from the NHS.

3.172 Funding to help address homelessness largely comes
from Uttlesford District Council as well as charities and
voluntary organisations.

3.173 The planning approach is outlined in the Healthcare
section of the Developer Contributions SPD*?2. NHS
Hertfordshire and West Essex Integrated Care Board
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(HWEICB) will assess planning applications for the effect they
have on primary healthcare provision within the healthcare
catchment of the proposed development. The capacity of a
general practice (whether there is a surplus or a deficit) is a
factor of the net internal area in square metres (m?2) occupied
by the practice and the size of the practice list.

3.174 According to current figures provided by the HWEICB
within their response to the regulation 18 local plan
consultation, a contribution of £1,219.908 per dwelling is
required as a starting point, if an enhancement of existing
facilities is needed or new provision is required. Related build
costs must also be factored in, such as:

Base build cost;

Externals allowance;

Preliminaries;

Risk allowance such as general price and design risk;
Construction risk allowance;

Contractor’'s overheads and profit;

Fit out allowance such as General Equipment/ IT/ Data;
Professional fees;

Sustainability Allowances (if relevant to local area); and
Contingencies.

3.175 The Essex Design Guide Active Design principles
embed connection with healthy placemaking. Applicants
should utilise Health Impact Assessments and submit these
with planning applications to offer a greater understanding of
what considerations their scheme has had for health,
wellbeing and the environment as part of their development
proposal. This will ensure there is a wider focus on health and
well-being rather than just on primary healthcare provision and
general practice.

3.176 New residential development will be expected to
contribute towards the provision of additional health care
infrastructure generated by its population growth where there
is insufficient existing capacity, which must be well located to
serve the development. This may include financial
contributions and/or the provision of land and buildings to
enable the provision of GP surgeries and other health facilities
to serve the local population, or the upgrading or extension of
existing facilities in some locations.

3.177 Other health and wellbeing services are, generally, not
funded through developer contributions although there may be
some cases where a development can deliver benefit to health
and wellbeing services which is not through direct funding
(such as replacement of a building).

LUC 136



Key infrastructure planning considerations

3.178 The HWEICB advises that it has and will continue to
actively address GP capacity issues arising from speculative
planning applications coming forward within Uttlesford. It
advises that additional housing growth over the period to 2041
will inevitably present additional capacity challenges for the
primary care networks in meeting the primary healthcare
needs of new residents.

3.179 The HWEICB and their system partners are now
beginning to explore other project opportunities and funding
sources to accommodate additional growth, which would
deliver integrated healthcare over primary, secondary and
community and mental health settings, to support the
Council’s preferred spatial distribution of growth. It has been
advised that there will be a greater reliance on securing
developers contributions on future health infrastructure
projects across the Health and Social Care sphere.

Primary Care Networks

3.180 In the HWEICB there are 34 Primary Care Networks
(PCNs) across the 14 localities; each covering a population of
between circa 27,000 and 68,000 patients.

3.181 The HWEICB keeps up to date PCN patient lists and
closely monitors the current and future capacity of GP
surgeries against local plan allocations / housing trajectories.
There are 2 PCNs that fall within Uttlesford, listed below,
together with the patient list size, as of January 2023.

B North Uttlesford PCN — Patient list size — 41,825;
B South Uttlesford PCN — Patient list size — 54,206

North Uttlesford PCN

3.182 This PCN includes the areas of Saffron Walden,
Newport and Thaxted*?.

3.183 Gold Street Surgery in Saffron Walden has an identified
need for additional space and for compliant premises. The
current surgery premises are relatively outdated and cannot
easily facilitate new patients arising from new developments in
Saffron Walden.

3.184 Following close working with Uttlesford District Council,
a significant footprint of underutilised space has been found at
the District Council Offices located close to the existing Gold
Street Surgery. Work is ongoing to review the potential for
relocation of the surgery to this space. Developer contributions
may be proportionately required to enable this relocation and
fit out, in relation to the extended capacity which would be
provided.
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South Uttlesford PCN

3.185 This PCN includes the settlements of Stansted
Mountfitchet and Elsenham, and those located south of these.

3.186 In relation to Stansted Mountfitchet and Elsenham, it is
understood that there is scope to increase capacity at
Stansted GP practice, however this will need to be funded by
developer contributions. Potential expansion at Elsenham
Surgery will be kept under review.

3.187 With regards to Takeley, the HWEICB has secured a
land option for a new health facility at Warish Hall Farm
committed development. However, given the large proposed
strategic allocation the ICB considers it may be necessary to
obtain an option for land in the North East of Takeley site.

3.188 The existing GP practices at Great Dunmow are
constrained, a new primary care centre would be required to
support growth here and it is proposed that this would be
located in the proposed strategic allocations, subject to
masterplanning.

3.189 Emerging technologies to enable people to access
healthcare via the internet such as virtual consultations and
healthcare monitoring is likely to help free up capacity over the
plan period, however the amount of capacity this will provide is
unclear at present?.

Hospitals

3.190 The aforementioned hospital trusts were contacted
during the preparation of this report but did not raise any
strategic infrastructure needs which would arise specifically
from the growth proposed in the Submission Local Plan.
Princess Alexandra Hospital NHS Trust has been granted
funding by the Government to construct a new Hospital in
Harlow, which although outside the District, is likely to serve
residents of Uttlesford*.

Acute care, pharmacies, dental, optometry, social care,
mental health and homelessness

3.191 As set out above, even though new development may
increase demand on these services, need for new
infrastructure is not always a direct consequence of growth, as
additional services can be delivered within the same
infrastructure, and these services are typically funded through
general taxation, council tax or in the case of pharmacies, via
the business models of individual organisations. Neither the
ICB nor ECC has not raised any specific infrastructure needs
relating to these services.

Utilities

3.192 Existing Key Utility infrastructure is shown on Figure D-
7 in Appendix D.
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Water supply

3.193 Affinity Water is responsible for providing the District
with fresh drinking water. This is provided from a combination
of groundwater and surface water abstractions, some of which
are outside the District.

3.194 As set out in the 2009 District Water Cycle Study*?, the
District is partly underlain by a chalk aquifer of regional
importance. The Environment Agency (EA) currently classes
the surface water and groundwater resources within the
District as over-licensed or over-abstracted, meaning that
there is no additional water available for supply.

3.195 A Draft Stage 2 Water Cycle Study*?” has been
prepared by JBA Consulting Ltd on behalf of Uttlesford District
Council. Affinity Water (AfW) in their role as water supplier for
the region, Anglian Water (AW) and Thames Water (TW) as
the sewerage undertakers were consulted during the
production of this report

3.196 A key issue in relation to water supply is the over-
abstraction of ground and surface water which already occurs
in the area. This is resulting in negative effects on chalk
streams in the District and surrounding area, which are
environmentally diverse features. The Environment Agency is
undertaking a review of abstraction licences across the
country in order to help address these issues .

3.197 Due to the need to conserve water resources, the stage
2 water cycle study recommends that as a minimum the
proposed new Building Regulations target of 100l/p/d outlined
in Defra's Plan for Water'?® be adopted across Uttlesford using
a fittings-based approach. This should be supported by the
requirement for non-household development to achieve three
credits in the assessment category WATO01 of the BREEAM
UK New Construction Standard. The study states that the
Local Plan should allow for a future reduction in the Building
Regulations target to 90I/p/d in 2030. As such, developers
should be encouraged to achieve 90I/p/d or lower, especially
on larger strategic sites aligning with the Chalk Stream
Strategy.

3.198 The Uttlesford Water Cycle Study Addendum to Stage
1'?° states an increase in water demand due to growth can
exceed the hydraulic capacity of the existing supply
infrastructure. This is likely to manifest itself as low pressure at
times of high demand. The Stage 2 Water Study identified that
upgrades to the water supply network will be required in order
to serve the proposed strategic allocations without a detriment
to existing customers.

3.199 The Affinity Water Management Plan’2C outlines the
plans to provide a reliable, resilient, efficient and affordable
water supply to customers from 2020 to 2080, whilst
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protecting the environment. In their Regulation 18
representation they noted that "the pressures at the critical
points in the network due to the new developments are such
that major reinforcements in the network in the Uttlesford
District Council area will be required. This normally means
new pipelines although in some cases new pumping stations
will also be required. There is sufficient water supply in the
region."

3.200 Anglian Water supply a large extent of the area
surrounding Uttlesford, which is relevant in this context. The
Anglian Water Resources Management Plan®®! sets out the
strategy for managing the water supplies in the region to meet
current and future needs over a minimum period of 25 years.
Affinity Water and Anglian Water have agreements over the
transfer of water supply between the two companies.

3.201 The Water Resources South East (WRSE) plan**
covers the period until 2075 and seeks to:

Ensure there is enough water for a growing population
and to support economic growth;

Improve the environment by leaving more water in the
region's rivers, streams and underground sources;

Increase the region's resilience to severe drought and
other extreme shocks and stresses;

Addresses the impacts of climate change on demand for
water and how much is available.

3.202 By 2035 the regional plan proposes to:

Complete the construction of one new reservoir in
Hampshire and start to build one new reservoir in
Oxfordshire (SESRO) and one in Kent;

Develop an inter-regional water transfer scheme using
the Grand Union Canal to transfer water from the
Midlands to the South East;

Develop six water recycling schemes in London, Kent,
West Sussex, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight;

Develop six groundwater schemes across the region to
store extra water in these sources;

3.203 Between 2035 and 2075 the plan proposes to:

Complete the construction of the new reservoirs in
Oxfordshire and Kent, and construct new reservoirs in
West Sussex and East Sussex;

Build six desalination plants in Kent and West Sussex;

Develop eleven groundwater schemes across the
region;

Develop three more water recycling schemes in Kent,
West Sussex and East Sussex;
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Develop new transfers from new strategic sources of
water (such as reservoirs) to move more water around
the south east.

Waste water treatment

3.204 Waste water services are currently split between
Anglian Water and Thames Water, with Anglian Water
operating in the northeast of the District and Thames Water
operating in the south-west. The Anglian Water Annual
Integrated Report!* sets out the key issues arising in relation
to the treatment of water. These include increased water
usage per capita as more people were working from home
during the pandemic and a higher number of pollution
incidents than government targets provide for. The high
number of pollution incidents reflects the ageing infrastructure
in place and the company’s pollution incident reduction plan
sets out significant ambitions to improve infrastructure in order
to reduce leaks. A pollution incident task force has been set
up to specifically address this issue®“.

3.205 The Braintree, Rayne and Bocking water recycling
centres managed by Anglian Water are located outside the
boundary of Uttlesford but have catchment areas within the
District.

3.206 The Environment Agency has overall responsibility for
setting limits monitoring and regulating discharges to
watercourses from water recycling centres (WRCSs).

3.207 The Environment Act (2021) placed a legal duty on
water companies to progressively reduce the adverse impacts
of discharges from storm overflows. The storm overflow
reduction plan (Department for Environment, Food & Rural
Affairs, 2023) sets the following targets:

By 2035, water companies will have: improved all
overflows discharging into or near every designated
bating water; and improved 75% of overflows
discharging to high priority sites;

By 2050, no storm overflows will be permitted to operate
outside of unusually heavy rainfall or to cause any
adverse ecological harm.

3.208 The Thames Water drainage and wastewater
management plan portal*® sets out that the area of Uttlesford
served by Thames Water is at very significant risk of pollution
incidents and sewer collapses. The portal also identifies that
predicted STW compliance in 2050 is at risk of not meeting
requirements. Thames Water are in the process of identifying
potential options to resolve these issues™®. Increasing
wastewater outputs into this system may lead to an
exacerbation of the current issues.
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Electricity

3.209 Electricity is distributed nationally by National Grid
through high voltage transmission lines and infrastructure (at
275 and 400 kilovolts [kV]). Local electricity distributors
distribute from national grid infrastructure to properties using
lower voltage lines (typically 33kV overhead or 11kV
underground). Electricity in Uttlesford is distributed by UK
Power Networks.

3.210 Uttlesford is served one national grid sub-station at
Pelham, and by three 132/33kV local grid substations, located
in Bishop’s Stortford, Braintree and Thaxted. From these,
further transmission infrastructure and a further ten
substations distribute electricity to premises.

3.211 It is important to note that the substations at Bishop’s
Stortford and Braintree are shared assets, and so the capacity
of these will depend on growth in adjacent areas.

Gas

3.212 National Grid distributes gas around the UK at high
pressure. This is distributed on a local basis by eight different
distribution networks, some of which are owned by National
Grid. Uttlesford is served by National Grid Gas Distribution
Ltd. There is one strategic gas pipeline route that runs through
Uttlesford which is owned and operated by National Grid. Due
to the rural nature of Uttlesford, many properties are not
connected to the gas network.

Broadband and telecoms

3.213 High speed internet is provided either through cables or
masts (for example mobile phone masts). Telecoms provided
through cables are defined as ‘fixed’ telecoms whilst the
network of transceivers mounted on masts or tall buildings is
often categorised as ‘mobile’ telecoms.

3.214 Fixed telecoms are provided by commercial suppliers, in
Uttlesford these include OpenReach, Gigaclear and Virgin
Media O2, and there will also be other commercial operators.
These companies supply individual premises with connections
however due to legacy issues relating to the infrastructure
which is already in place and when this installed data speeds
can often be lower in some areas than others.

3.215 According to September 2023 data from
ThinkBroadband for fixed infrastructure telecoms, connectivity
is slightly below average within Uttlesford®’, with 97.3% of
properties having access to superfast broadband (download
speed of 30 megabits per second [Mbps] or more), with the
national average for District and Unitary authorities being
97.7%. 70.9% of properties can access ultrafast broadband
(100Mbps or more) which is lower than the national average
for District and Unitary authorities, which is 79.1%. 67.7% of
premises can access 1 gigabit per second speeds (a gigabit is
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1000 megabits), this is below the national average for District
and Unitary authorities which is 77.8%. Furthermore,
ThinkBroadband estimates that 1.52% of premises in
Uttlesford do not meet the Universal Service Obligation
(USO), which requires speeds of at least 10Mbps download
and 1Mbps upload. The average for District and Unitary
authorities is 0.90%. Overall, the picture is that a relatively
high proportion of Uttlesford residents do not have access to
internet speeds which are needed to meet an average
household’s digital needs'*, and that internet speeds across
the District are below average.

3.216 ECC’s Digital Essex Programme is supporting the
expansion of superfast coverage to 99% and working with
BDUK on Project Gigabit to raise gigabit coverage to 85% by
2025. Previous work by ECC and UDC was through a phase 3
delivery programme with Gigaclear. Although the commitment
for Phase 3 in Uttlesford was due to be complete by June
2023, there have been delays to the programme and it
remains ongoing*.

3.217 The UK Telecoms Infrastructure Review was published
in 2018, |t sets out the Government’s ambition to roll out full
fibre connections to all premises by 2033. This can provide
speeds of up to 1 gigabit per second. As of August 2023,
gigabit- capable broadband is available to 20.8m homes
(70%). In accordance with their ambitions, the government
has announced £5 million of funding for project gigabit — a
project% to help deliver gigabit speed internet to 510,000
premises, beginning in 2022.

3.218 BDUK have identified that there is significant planned
commercial activity within Essex leaving only a limited number
of premises eligible for subsidy with not enough premises
available for a viable procurement project. Whilst there will be
no funding as part of a Project Gigabit intervention BDUK are
offering support through a Gigabit Voucher scheme offered to
broadband suppliers as an alternative intervention within
Essex.

3.219 Generally, new developments are expected to include
Gigabit connections broadband connections to all new
premises*.

3.220 The Digital Strategy for Essex was published in 2022.
This sets out the following key ambitions:

B Superfast speeds available at all premises in Essex;

B Gigabit-capable services available at more than 85% of
premises in Essex;

B 4G services available at over 99% of the Essex
geography;

B 5G services available at all key employment locations
and in identified priority areas.
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Delivery organisations

Water supply and waste water treatment
B Affinity Water;
® Thames Water;

B Anglian Water.

Electricity and Gas
B National Grid;

B UK Power Networks.

Telecoms
B Gigaclear,;
B BT Openreach;
B Virgin Media O2.

Funding

Water supply and waste water treatment

3.221 Funding for water supply and water treatment
processes comes generally from the commercial operations of
the relevant water companies. Where new development
comes forward the expectation is that the development will
provide for the cost of new infrastructure*.

Electricity and Gas

3.222 Funding for electricity and gas infrastructure comes
generally from the commercial operations of the relevant
companies and from government funding for major upgrades.
Where new development comes forward the expectation is
that the development will provide for the cost of new
infrastructure43144,

Telecoms

3.223 Funding for telecoms generally comes from the
commercial operations of the relevant companies, although
national and local government funding is also used to deliver
services which are less viable to reach (such as the Support
from ECC’s Digital Essex Programme).

3.224 Where new connections are needed as a result of
development, a connection charge is usually applied. These
are different across the service providers.

Uttlesford infrastructure planning approach

3.225 The Uttlesford SPD sets out that, in accordance with
ECC’s Developer’'s Guide to Infrastructure Contributions,
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applicants are expected to contribute to the infrastructure
required to mitigate their developments impacts.

Water supply and waste water treatment

B Each potential development site will require a water
supply and treatment infrastructure assessment during
the planning stage.

Electricity and Gas

B The emerging Local Plan's growth may have impacts on
the area'’s electricity grid. Initial consultation with UK
Power Networks shows several of the proposed strategic
allocations will require upgrades to the grid, as is
typically the case.

Broadband and Telecoms

m  Market forces can result in new developments being
fitted with broadband. However, achieving gigabit level
broadband speeds is likely to require Local Plan policies
to encourage this in the District, in both existing and new
neighbourhoods.

Key infrastructure planning considerations

Water supply

3.226 In previous years, Affinity and Anglian Water have
identified that a significant shortfall of water is likely to arise in
their respective areas, including Uttlesford. A key proposed
solution to this is the construction of a new reservoir in
Lincolnshire known as the South Lincolnshire Reservoir.
Water will be transported from here into the southeast of
England, helping to boost supplies. This project is at an early
stage and is yet to secure the necessary consents. As a large
infrastructure project, the relevant regime will be the nationally
significant infrastructure projects determination process, under
the provisions of the Planning Act 2008. At present,
construction of the reservoir is planned for 2029, and it is
anticipated to be ready to supply water by 2039-41.

3.227 In addition to the above, Anglian Water is building a
71km pipeline between Bexwell and Bury St Edmunds to
improve the water supply in the east of England, specifically
the areas it serves surrounding Uttlesford™. This is part of a
programme of constructing 500km of new pipeline from
Elsham in Lincolnshire to Colchester, including links to supply
Uttlesford. The Bexwell to Bury section will be operational by
2025. The new pipeline infrastructure will eventually link
Uttlesford to the South Lincolnshire reservoir.

3.228 Affinity Water's draft Water Resources Management
Plan (WRMP) also sets out five other strategic resource
options (SROs) that could increase future supply.
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3.229 Discussions have been held with Affinity Water which,
on the basis of the strategic resource options referred to
above do not consider that the growth proposed in the
Submission Local Plan will give rise to any challenges of water
supply.

3.230 Anglian Water are also developing new strategic water
resources, including the proposed Fens Reservoir, located
north of Chatteris in Fenland District.

3.231 On a site specific basis, the Draft Stage 2 Water Cycle
Study concludes that upgrades to the water supply network
will be required in order to serve the proposed strategic
allocations without a detriment to existing customers. It
recommends the following:

m  Affinity Water should undertake network modelling
where appropriate to ensure adequate provision of water
supply to new sites without detriment to existing
customers and feedback to UDC on implications for
phasing of sites;

B Developers and UDC should undertake early
engagement with Affinity Water to ensure infrastructure
is in place prior to occupation;

B UDC should obtain infrastructure maps from AfW to
ensure existing water supply infrastructure is taken into
account in site layout.

Waste water treatment

3.232 As outlined in the Stage 2 Water Cycle Study, an
assessment of waste water infrastructure finds that the
following sites received a green score in relation to the foul
sewer network and the surface water sewer assessment:

B Land east of Station Road, Elsenham;
B Employment land north of Takeley Street, Takeley.

3.233 Land east of High Lane and Land at Walpole Meadows,
Stansted Mountfitchet received a green score in relation to the
foul sewer network assessment and an amber score in
relation to the surface water sewer assessment. Whilst
Stansted Mountfitchet and Bishops Stortford WwTW are likely
to be close to or exceeding their flow permit by 2035. This will
however not be an immediate issue and it is recommended
that liaison between Uttlesford District Council and Anglian
Water take place to ensure the full amount of growth proposed
in the relevant catchment area is taken into account in the
next Asset Management Plan (AMP) period (AMP 9 — 2030-
2035)'.

3.234 Land east of Shire Hill Farm and south of Radwinter
Road, Saffron Walden was given an amber assessment for
foul sewer network. The Stage 2 water cycle study identified
that this area is vulnerable to capacity issues from ‘creep’,
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assumed to be gradual accumulation of demand from new
development such as windfall development.

3.235 Land off The Broadway and Land east of B1008, Great
Dunmow was given an amber assessment for both foul sewer
network and surface water drainage.

3.236 Land at Warrens Farm and Land at Warish Hill Farm,
Takeley, was given a "red" assessment along with the
comment that the "scale of development is likely to require
upgrades to the wastewater network". The Thames Water
response to the regulation 18 local plan raised that it would be
appropriate to begin the preparation of a phasing plan at the
earliest opportunity. The JBA Stage 2 Water Cycle Study
recommends that Thames Water and site promoters identify
the feasibility of new development expected to connect to
Takeley WwTW being connected to Bishops Stortford, or an
equivalent flow diverted.

3.237 Related to the above, Water quality modelling was
undertaken by JBA as part of their Stage 2 Water Cycle Study.
Their analysis identified potential worsening of water quality
can be overcome through infrastructure upgrades and in the
case of Phosphate output at Great Easton, tightening of
environmental permitting. The analysis identified that
ammonia output at Great Dunmow cannot be overcome, even
accounting for an upgrade. The potential solution set out in the
Water Cycle Study report is, as above, to connect growth in
the south of Uttlesford to treatment plants in Bishops Stortford,
in East Hertfordshire. The potential for a physical connection
between these areas and Bishops Stortford, and the potential
capacity to accommodate Uttlesford foul water will need to be
further investigated.

3.238 Furthermore, the Stage 2 Water Cycle Study report
analysis sets out that water quality deterioration at Little
Hallingbury Marsh SSSI and Thorley Flood Pound SSSI
cannot be avoided, even with infrastructure improvements.
This is a result of growth within both East Hertfordshire and
Uttlesford, with 90% of the growth arising in East
Hertfordshire. Further discussion between the two councils is
recommended.

3.239 Developers will be expected to work with the sewerage
undertaker closely and early in the planning promotion
process to develop an Outline Drainage Strategy for sites. The
Outline Drainage strategy should demonstrate the wastewater
assets required, their locations including points of connection
to the public foul sewerage, whether the site drainage will be
adopted by the water company and if any sewer requisitions
will be required.

3.240 It is important that when planning upgrades at WwTW
that the full quantum of growth, including from neighbouring
LPAs is taken into account. Population estimates within
Anglian Water's Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan

Page 69

Chapter 3

Uttlesford Infrastructure Delivery Plan
July 2024

suggest that they may have underestimated growth within the
catchments of Great Dunmow and Saffron Walden WwTWs.

Electricity

3.241 Discussions with UKPN have highlighted that there are
a number of pressures on the electricity infrastructure arising
from the presence of more and smaller generating stations,
such as solar farms and even micro-generation on homes and
other premises. As such, UKPN is investing in more dynamic
grid infrastructure to account for this, having become a
distribution systems operator in 2023.

3.242 Another key issue will be the anticipated move away
from gas as an energy source, which is likely to result in
increased demands on the electricity network. The
implications of increased home working are also likely to result
in more resources being utilised than previously.

3.243 Increased use of electric vehicles will result in greater
demand for electricity. Smart charging will be vital to ensure
that peaks in demand are reduced but it is still anticipated that
the demand for electricity will increase’.

3.244 The National Grid and UKPN have modelled all of the
above matters and predicted use factors for persons in the
future. These in turn have been used to assess the proposed
strategic allocations in the Submission Local Plan. As is
typically the case, new grid infrastructure will be needed to
provide electricity to the new developments. Details are set
out in the infrastructure schedule in Appendix C.

Gas

3.245 Gas use is expected to decline in Uttlesford, as with the
rest of the UK as consumers transition to more sustainable
forms of energy. The UK Government considers that hydrogen
may be a replacement for gas and has set out its hydrogen
strategy. The key implications of this for Uttlesford are to
ensure that ‘hydrogen ready’ technology is used where new or
replacement equipment such as boilers are installed,
potentially by 2026. In future the current gas transmission
network may be used for hydrogen, but changes are likely to
be required before this can occur. The timescales for this are
unclear.

Telecoms

3.246 Gigabit telecoms are essential in helping to address the
key issues of climate change by offering people the
opportunity to access services and employment from home,
and to make sure that businesses in Uttlesford can reach a
wide clientele and engage in global collaboration.

3.247 The rural nature of Uttlesford, which results in a
dispersed settlement pattern creates difficulties in delivering
gigabit internet to commercial operators. However there are
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numerous projects coming forward, see the infrastructure
schedule for more detail in Appendix C.

3.248 ECC is the Waste Planning Authority for Uttlesford. Of
the 21 major public-facing recycling centres for household
waste in Essex, Saffron Walden Recycling Centre is the only
one located in Uttlesford. According to information gathered
from ECC, this is understood to be operating at or very near to
capacity at peak times.

3.249 There are also approximately 22 smaller and local sites
in Uttlesford where residents can take recyclable textiles and
glass.

3.250 The one municipal waste transfer station in Uttlesford is
in Great Dunmow and is safeguarded as integral to managing
household waste sustainably. However, this facility is currently
not operating as a waste transfer station (WTS) (it is being
used as a highways depot). All of UDC recycling, residual and
food waste is being transported to the Braintree WTS. Growth
in Uttlesford will at some point require the remobilisation (and
potential expansion) of the Great Dunmow WTS or expansion
at Cressing. Furthermore, Cordons Farm at Long Green in
Braintree also takes waste arising in Uttlesford.

3.251 Waste recycling centre sites located outside of the plan
area in Braintree, Chelmsford, Mountnessing and Harlow are
used by residents of Uttlesford. These are also understood to
be operating at or near capacity at peak times. As such,
housing growth in the District will need to be accompanied by
expansion of existing and delivery of new waste infrastructure,
which may require investment in sites outside of Uttlesford
District or additional small scale infrastructure within the
District area.

3.252 The waste local plan'*® sets out that to ensure there is
sufficient waste capacity in the waste local plan area, a
number of new waste facilities will be required. These will not
be facilities open to the public such as recycling centres, but
rather for the transfer, processing or disposal of waste.
Strategic allocations for new waste management facilities
have been identified at Elsenham, Crumps Farm, Great and
Little Canfield, Newport Quarry and Little Bullocks Farm, Great
and Little Canfield.

3.253 Key waste management infrastructure is shown in
Figure D-8 in Appendix D.

ECC - Waste Planning Authority;

Waste Management site operators
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3.254 Waste treatment/disposal is generally undertaken by
commercial companies. Waste collection, hauling, handling,
bulking etc is undertaken by a mix of public and private
operators. However, some waste management facilities are
provided by ECC, with collections undertaken by Uttlesford
District Council. These facilities are dependent on Council
funding**®. The funding of infrastructure for waste facilities
handling household waste comes from the local government
either through direct capital funding or through revenue
payments made to the waste management companies by
contracted arrangements.

3.255 The Uttlesford SPD sets out that, in accordance with
ECC'’s Developer’'s Guide to Infrastructure Contributions,
applicants are expected to contribute to the infrastructure
required to mitigate their developments impacts.

3.256 The capacity of waste recycling centres plus growth
may require expansion of recycling centre facilities to
accommodate the demands of new housing. Discussion with
ECC has identified that a project to consider improvements
within the current Saffron Walden Recycling Centre Site are
being considered, although there are no specific proposals at
this stage.

3.257 ECC has raised the possibility that the former waste
transfer station at Great Dunmow may need to be remobilised
to accommodate additional waste arising from new
development. The timing of this is unknown but the use of the
Braintree WTS is being closely monitored which will determine
the trigger for this remobilisation.

3.258 The responsibility for flood risk management and
drainage is shared between ECC, the Environment Agency
and wastewater treatment companies. As lead local flood
authority (LLFA), ECC is responsible for coordinating the
management of flood risk across Uttlesford from flood sources
arising from surface water, ground water and ordinary
watercourses. The Environment Agency has a responsibility
for the main rivers that are situated within the District, as well
as responsibility for managing flooding from these rivers.
Anglian Water and Thames Water are responsible for
addressing flooding impacts from the sewerage system.

3.259 The District is located in the headwaters of the Thames
and Anglian River Basin Districts (RBDs). In the Thames RBD,
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the Lee Upper Catchment and Roding Beam and Ingrebourne
Catchment are located in Uttlesford. From the Anglian RBD,
the Cam and Ely Ouse Catchment and Essex Combined
Catchment are located in Uttlesford.

3.260 River Basin Management Plans (RBMP) are required
under the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and document
the baseline classification of each waterbody, the objectives,
and a programme of measures to achieve those objectives. A
primary WFD objective is to ensure ‘no deterioration’ in
environmental status, therefore all water bodies must meet the
class limits for their status class as declared in the Anglian
and Thames River Basin Management Plan. Another equally
important objective requires all water bodies to achieve good
ecological status. Future development needs to be planned
carefully so that it helps towards achieving the WFD and does
not result in further pressure on the water environment and
compromise WFD objectives.

3.261 Surface Water Management Plans (SWMPs) outline the
preferred surface water management strategy in a given
location and establish a long-term action plan to manage
surface water. Essex County Council has published SWMPs
for 10 locations across the county. The Lower Sheering
SWMP, intersects the Uttlesford study area to the east of
Hatfield Heath.

3.262 The strategic flood risk assessment carried out to
support the previous local plan consultation* sets out that
many settlements have experienced flooding in the past.
Flood risk is exacerbated by poor management of drains and
culverts but the greatest risk from flooding results from
ordinary watercourses and surface water. The assessment
strongly promoted sustainable urban drainage solutions
(SuDS) in order to help address flood risk impacts.

3.263 The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy*s! sets out
ECC’s aims and actions to reduce the impact of local flooding
to local communities which include mapping local routes for
water and building flood defences.

3.264 In 2020, ECC released the Sustainable Drainage
Systems Design Guide®®2 which provides a set of standards for
developers, designers and consultants who are seeking
guidance on the LLFAs standards for the design of
sustainable surface water drainage in Essex. It provides
guidance on the planning, design and delivery of attractive
and high-quality SuDS schemes which should offer multiple
benefits to the environment and community.

3.265 As set out in the wastewater section above, both
Thames Water and Anglian Water have recorded pollution
incidents (i.e. localised flooding) on their networks which
number above the Environment Agency standards. Both
organisations have set out ambitions to improve infrastructure
in order to significantly limit these pollution incidents.
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3.266 Key flooding and drainage datasets are shown in
Figure D-9 in Appendix D.

ECC - Lead Local Flood Authority;
Environment Agency;
Anglian Water;

Thames Water.

3.267 Funding for flood risk management schemes comes
from either Environment Agency or ECC budgets. Where large
or strategic schemes are required, government funding can
also be collected. If new development will benefit from such a
scheme, developer contributions may also be collected
towards it.

3.268 In accordance with the NPPF, developments must
mitigate flood risk within their site and ensure that flooding is
not worsened for surrounding areas. As LLFA, the ECC will
need to be involved in discussions surrounding flood risk in
accordance with the Developer’'s Guide to Infrastructure
Contributions. S106 obligations may be used for mitigation.

3.269 The SFRA undertaken for the local plan review
identifies that none of the proposed strategic allocations are
subject to high levels of fluvial or surface water flood risk and
therefore there are no strategic infrastructure requirements
necessary to deliver the proposed strategic allocations. On
site design should incorporate sustainable drainage in
accordance with national and local policies.

3.270 Community can be hard to define and prescribe in terms
of infrastructure planning. Whilst planning can provide spaces
for community and local culture to develop and be
experienced, there are several other mechanisms which must
come forward to ensure people within an area own, explore
and express their own community identity. This section
explores the areas where infrastructure planning can
contribute towards community identity, including community
centres, libraries and youth services. Burial provision is also
considered in this section.
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Current context

Community and youth spaces

3.271 The 2016 Uttlesford Sports Development Strategy!>3
sets out that there are currently 54 community centres in
Uttlesford, equivalent to one per 1,471 persons (approx. one
per 1500 residents). The whole population of Uttlesford is
within a 10-minute drive of their most local hall.

Libraries

3.272 The Library Service is statutory (1964 Public Libraries &
Museums Act) and is required to provide a comprehensive
and efficient service for all persons living, working and
studying in Essex. Library services in Uttlesford are provided
by ECC and there are currently four public libraries in the
District. Stansted Mountfitchet, Great Dunmow, Saffron
Walden and Thaxted all provide a full-time service.

3.273 A mobile library and home library service is also in
operation which visits a range of settlements throughout
Uttlesford fortnightly and provides a service for those who
cannot access the four public libraries.

3.274 The ECC Library Consultation Summary Report!%
found Essex County Council is the second largest library
authority in the country, serving a population of nearly 1.5
million residents across a network of 74 libraries, two mobile
library vehicles, an online e-library service, and a home library
delivery service provided by volunteers to residents who
cannot access onsite or mobile services. The vision and plan
for Essex between 2022-2026 focuses on library service and
literacy, infrastructure and communications, supporting
communities and levelling up.

Burial provision

3.275 Burial provision within Uttlesford is administered by
town and parish councils. There is no single source of
information relating to the management of burial grounds in
Uttlesford District Council. Based on the Council's Green
Space Audit and Strategy (2012)*, there were 66 sites
considered as cemeteries and churchyards. Ranging from the
largest one, Saffron Walden Cemetery (5.38ha), to the
smallest, Sewards End (0.03 ha).

3.276 At the time of drafting this report, there is no updated
audit on the overall quality of the Cemeteries and
Churchyards.

3.277 Key community infrastructure assets are shown on
Figure D-10 in Appendix D.
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Delivery organisations

3.278 Buildings which provide for community uses are
managed by several different stakeholders, including
Uttlesford District Council, Essex County Council and parish
and town councils. This requires partnership working in order
to ensure community services are provided in an efficient and
integrated way.

Funding

Community & youth spaces and libraries

3.279 Funding for community centres arises from the
commercial activities of the individual building but are usually
supported by additional funding from local government and
other grants from charitable organisations such as the
National Lottery. Developer contributions may be collected
where new development is likely to increase demand on new
existing facilities and where large-scale development is
coming forward it is assumed that community provision would
be provided by that development.

3.280 Funding for youth facilities and libraries comes from
ECC budgets and where there is likely to be an increase in
demand arising from development, contributions are
expected™se.

Burial provision

3.281 Under the Planning Act 2008, burial provision is
included as a type of infrastructure that could be funded
through the CIL, and therefore other developer contributions.
Some burial provision can also be funded by the local parish
or town council or church if associated with a churchyard.

Uttlesford infrastructure planning approach

3.282 In accordance with relevant Local Plan policies,
development is expected to fund provision of community
facilities, where the need arises from development.

Key infrastructure planning considerations

Community & youth spaces and libraries

3.283 The Covid-19 pandemic and resulting lockdowns and
social distancing requirements significantly affected the use of
and income for cultural facilities across the UK. The key issue
for future years is likely to involve encouraging people back to
use such facilities and to seek revenue support to ensure that
the services and programmes to meet community needs can
be provided.

3.284 Culture, creativity and the arts can contribute to the
Covid economic recovery and to the rural and visitor economy.
Furthermore, there may be opportunities for new users as
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more people may be in their local areas, due to increased
working from home compared to the case pre-pandemic.

3.285 In terms of community centres, the 2016 Uttlesford
Sports Facilities Development Strategy*s” sets out that there
were 54 halls in the District, equivalent to 1 hall per
approximately 1500 persons. Guidance from Sport England in
relation to Community / Village hall design**® sets out the
minimum size of a facility is approximately 15x20m (300
square metres) (interpreted from the drawings on page 5).
This can be used to calculate a provision requirement of at
least 0.2m per person. Information from cost modelling**® sets
out an approximate construction cost of £2,270 - £2,390 per
square metre — thus, using the middle of this range (£2,330
per square metre) a contribution per person of £466 can be
derived. Assuming an occupancy rate of 2.4 persons per
dwelling, this equates to £932 per dwelling. Based on this
methodology, and assuming that a 300 square metre facility is
the smallest that can be delivered and remain viable,
development in Saffron Walden (both proposed strategic
allocations taken together), Great Dunmow and Takeley would
be able to deliver a new community centre. For the other
proposed strategic allocations, contributions towards
expanding community facilities should be provided.
Community facility needs are set out in the infrastructure
schedule in Appendix C.

3.286 For youth services, these can be delivered within
community spaces. Therefore, it is possible, subject to service
review at the time that development comes forward, that youth
provision could utilise community buildings which are provided
within the proposed strategic allocations (see above
paragraph).

3.287 None of the proposed strategic allocations are large
enough to require the need for a new library in accordance
with the ECC Developer contributions guidance. However
contributions from development to expanding / improving them
is expected. Proposed strategic allocations requirements
based on the methodology set out in the ECC Developer
contributions guidance are included in the infrastructure
schedule in Appendix C.

Burial provision

3.288 There is not considered to be any strategic need for the
provision of more burial space. Made and neighbourhood
plans within the District have been reviewed to identify
requirements in relation to burial provision. Of these it was
identified that land is allocated within Policy SOS4 of the Great
Dunmow Neighbourhood Plan*® for the expansion of burial
provision next to St Mary’s Church.
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3.289 There are three main emergency services operating in
Uttlesford — the Police, Fire and Rescue and Ambulance.
These are responsive organisations with a duty to serve the
population within their area, and so the deployment of
resources is based on response times to serve the population.
The Uttlesford District Council Emergency Response Plan®!
outlines how the Council responds to a wide range of
emergencies and major incidents:

major fires;
industrial accidents;
flooding;
pandemics;

major gas leaks;

terrorism.

Police

3.290 Essex Police provide police services to Uttlesford
residents. Development in Uttlesford will result in increased
demand on the police service. The location and amount of
development will influence if and how the service will need to
adapt to accommodate the new population.

3.291 When considering future developments, it is imperative
to achieve sustainable reductions in crime, to help people live
and work in a safer society. Designing out Crime Officers,
(DOCO's) specialise in the application of designing out crime
and provide expert advice on crime prevention through
environmental design, (CPTED principles) to a wide range of
design and build professionals. Their role is fundamental in
the development of safe and secure communities. The DOCO
role is underpinned by National Planning Policy and Home
Office agendas. DOCO's recommend developers to consider
the foreseeability of crime and maximise on the opportunity to
design such issues out, as to prevent the need for bespoke
situational crime prevention measures in the future.

Fire and Rescue

3.292 The Essex County Fire and Rescue Authority is
responsible for fire and rescue services covering an area over
1,400 square miles and a population of 1.8 million¢2. There
are 50 fire stations provided by the authority. The Integrated
Risk Management Plan*® sets out that the current location and
capabilities of appliances and crews will meet the demand
within our county.
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Ambulance

3.293 Ambulance services in Uttlesford are operated by the

East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust. The spatial

distribution of development in the emerging local plan will be
discussed with the ambulance service.

3.294 Key emergency services infrastructure is shown on
Figure D-11 in Appendix D.
Delivery organisations

B Essex Police;

B Essex County Fire and Rescue Authority;

B East of England Ambulance Service.

Funding

3.295 Funding for the three emergency services comes from
government budgets and council tax. Developer contributions
may also be collected if there is a demonstrable requirement.

Uttlesford infrastructure planning approach

3.296 Funding for the emergency services outlined above
come from government budgets and council tax. Developer
contributions may also be collected if there is a demonstrable
requirement. This often comes in the form of section 106
agreements.

Key infrastructure planning considerations

Police

3.297 Proposed considerations for planning within Uttlesford
were identified through engagement with Essex Police:

B Consideration for specified ‘emergency vehicle only’
parking bays in densely populated areas;

B Electric Charging points for emergency services vehicles
/ reducing carbon cost;

B Consideration of a space for Policing Community Safety
Hub in the north of the District that will help tackle
causes of crime e.qg., places that offer support to new
parents; a lifestyle hub; counselling services etc.;

B An office or location provided for officers to hold
community meetings - this can be a shared space with
other partners if necessary;

B Consideration for the allocation of Key Worker
Accommodation;

B Adopting the Safe Systems approach (this will take into
consideration the various road user groups who wish to
access these roads) and designing out the requirement
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for enforcement by utilising digital technology (cameras)
rather than front line officers;

B 20mph and self-enforcement — key to ensure road
design in new developments self-enforces speed, police
enforcement will not be available unless intelligence
suggests vulnerable road user groups are in the
geographic or accident data supports;

B Average speed systems - where appropriate, to
encourage in preplanning the designing in of speed
cameras, as well as the funding for installation;

B Consideration of automatic number plate recognition
cameras (ANPR) (dependent on magnitude of
development) - for utilising and adoption across strategic
sites across the road infrastructure;

B Consultation with Essex Police at the earliest opportunity
during the planning and design stages to ensure a
policing perspective is considered in new development;
this will include aspects such as impacts to operational
policing, road traffic management, designing out crime
considerations and infrastructure strategies.

Fire and rescue

B As set out in the response from the Essex County Fire
and Rescue Service the key infrastructure requirements
related to fire and rescue provision is ensuring suitable
design of new development including highway design,
plus the inclusion of hydrants within new developments.

Ambulance

3.298 Both increased infrastructure provision and expanded
service provision are required to meet the needs to new
development. The requirements are set out in the
infrastructure schedule in Appendix C.
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Chapter 4
Infrastructure funding

Introduction

4.1 Funding is a critical element of infrastructure delivery and
there are a variety of funding opportunities which are
available, or likely to become available, to support
infrastructure delivery. This chapter reviews potential funding
mechanisms which may be used to deliver infrastructure.

Developer contributions

The current regime

4.2 Infrastructure needed to support new development can be
funded from a variety of sources. Typically, local planning
authorities seek developer contributions, through the
provisions of s106 of the Town and Country Planning Act
1990, and s278 of the Highways Act 1980 in order to provide
for associated infrastructure (without which there would be
planning objections). It is important to note that the pooling
restriction previously applied to s106 agreements no longer
applies, as amended by the Community Infrastructure Levy
(Amendment) (England) (No. 2) Regulations 2019. A
community infrastructure levy (CIL) can also be used to fund
infrastructure more generally.

4.3 Whilst no CIL is currently charged in Uttlesford, the Local
Plan review will provide an opportunity to reconsider whether it
should be applied.

4.4 Importantly, changes to the current regime of developer
contributions have the potential to come forward. These are
explained below.

The emerging regime

4.5 The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act (2023) 64 includes
provisions for significant changes to infrastructure funding
through the planning system.

4.6 The Act includes powers which would allow the
government to abandon CIL (other than the mayoral CIL and
in Wales). Applications which have consent will still be liable to
pay CIL if they were approved under the CIL regime. These
powers would also allow the government to significantly scale
back the use of s106.

4.7 In place of these, a new Infrastructure Levy is proposed
which would be set and adopted locally (by charging
authorities who are generally Local Planning authorities)
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based on a percentage of the final gross development value.
The imposition of the levy by charging authorities will be
mandatory. A new infrastructure delivery strategy will also be
required from local authorities, to clearly set out how the levy
will be spent and how infrastructure will be delivered.

4.8 S106 agreements are likely to be scaled back to deliver
infrastructure integral to the operation and physical design of a
site — such as an internal play area or flood risk mitigation.

4.9 The government’s ambitions are that the new
infrastructure levy will raise at least as much funding from
development as would be achieved from the current developer
contributions regime'®. The legislation also allows for a 'test
and learn’ approach whereby the infrastructure levy will be
introduced in some areas first and feedback considered before
wider rollout.

4.10 The proposals retain the neighbourhood share and
administrative proportion which currently applies to CIL.

4.11 The legislation also includes powers to allow charging
authorities to borrow against future receipts which may allow
for early delivery of infrastructure where local authorities are
proactive in this regard.

4.12 In addition to developer contributions, other funding
sources are available, as set out below.

4.13 There has traditionally been a range of alternative
funding sources to developer contributions, particularly for
strategic scale developments. Currently, however, many of the
Central Government funding programmes have ended their
current rounds. Whilst the expectation is that new funding will
be made available — given the Government priority to deliver
housing and growth generally — the specific type and scale of
funding is not yet in the public domain.

4.14 On the basis that many of the core programmes which
have supported infrastructure growth in the recent past are
likely to be continued, even if in an amended form, then the
opportunities are as follows.

4.15 In the recent past the Central Government Housing
Infrastructure Fund (HIF) has been used to fund major
strategic infrastructure projects that are required to support the
delivery of growth. In particular this has focused on funding
infrastructure required to unlock sites at an early stage. As a
result, it has most commonly been used to fund major
transport projects, usually in their entirety.

4.16 Related to this — and a source of funding that is still
currently open — is the Central Government Home Building
Fund — Infrastructure Loans scheme. This is targeted at
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developers and landowners requiring loan finance to unlock
strategic housing sites. This includes loans for on- and off-site
transport infrastructure, education facilities, community
facilities and ‘Section 106-required’ infrastructure (excluding
affordable housing). Loans can be up to £250 million. Clearly
this can only be accessed by a developer or landowner and
these stakeholders are likely to engage with such
opportunities when sites are at a more advanced stage, i.e.
confirmed allocations with emerging plans/permissions.

4.17 Revenue funding has previously been available for
commissioning and undertaking infrastructure studies to
support growth. For example, Capacity Funding totalling
£2.7m was secured to fund technical studies and ‘dedicated
specialist support to plan ahead for the longer-term transport
solutions’ of the Manydown Garden Community near
Basingstoke.

4.18 Whilst it has been an option for local authorities to
provide funding in the form of loans, this approach has been
used very infrequently to fund strategic growth. Reductions in
council budgets coupled with increases in competing priorities
has meant that financing of such opportunities has been very
challenging.

4.19 Some local authorities will also borrow money to pay for
infrastructure in advance. Under the new infrastructure levy
regime, this approach may become more commonplace as
infrastructure levy receipts cannot be calculated or paid until
development has been sold. This could lead to delays in
infrastructure funding as receipts build up, which may result in
the need for increased borrowing by local authorities to
mitigate the potential delays.

4.20 The UK Infrastructure Bank was set up in June 20215, |t
is a UK Government-owned bank, seeking to provide £22bn of
infrastructure finance. The bank is wholly backed by HM
Treasury. The bank is proposed to operate across a range of
sectors, but will prioritise clean energy, transport, digital, water
and waste.

4.21 The bank is at an early stage of its development and is
expected to scale up as it becomes more established.
Examples of infrastructure funded includes broadband, public
transport routes and energy hubs.

4.22 Essex County Council allocates capital funding for the
road network, but this is mainly limited to small scale local
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projects including road safety, walking, cycling, public
transport, traffic and speed management, local environmental
projects and public rights of way.

Cycling and walking

4.23 The Department for Transport (DfT) has an Active Travel
funding programme. This is a capital grant programme which
focuses in particular on cycling and walking. Funds awarded
to Essex County Council would typically be used to prepare
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs)
which would then lead in to the provision of physical
improvements to walking and cycling infrastructure.

Bus infrastructure

4.24 Investment is made by the bus companies on a case-by-
case basis. This will be based on a threshold being reached
for new services to be commercially viable.

4.25 The Department for Transport (DfT) provides Bus Service
Operators Grant (BSOG)*", which is a discretionary grant to
both community transport operators and commercial operators
to help them recover some of their fuel costs. The grant also
aims to enable organisations to run services that might
otherwise be unviable and be cancelled.

Health

4.26 There is currently no NHS England Capital Funding
available for improving or increasing capacity for primary care
premises. Alternative funding sources have previously been
available but would depend on the specific nature of the
infrastructure required.

Green Infrastructure, Open Space Sport and community

4.27 There are potential to link to other programmes and
schemes to help fund green infrastructure such as the LLFA
Capital Funds Program to deliver nature-based SuDs
solutions. Essex Forest Initiative or lottery/Heritage funding for
tree planting whether it is on the development site or
enhancing existing areas. There is a scope of working with
Community groups to access community grants and funding.

4.28 Funding toward the provision of football pitches can be
secured through the Football Foundation. These are unlikely
to be 100% grants and applications would need to ensure that
they met the Foundation’s criteria relating to inclusion and
community benefits.

4.29 Lottery funding can be secured for a range of capital
projects that are intended to provide benefits to the
community.
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Utilities/low carbon

4.30 The Government’'s Heat Networks Investment Project
(HNIP) is a £320 million capital funding programme aimed at
increasing the number of district heat networks being built. It is
aimed at developers and their partners — often local authorities
— to deliver as part of energy improvements for both existing
and new developments. Funding can be provided in the form
of loans as well as grants but will only be available once a site
has a developer and outline planning permission. A relevant
example was the award of a £3.8m grant to Durham County
Council to support the commercialisation and construction of a
low carbon heat network at Seaham Garden Village.
Ultimately it will supply heat to over 1,500 homes, a school
and a health centre.

Infrastructure Funding Statement

4.31 UDC are required to provide an IFS each calendar year,
as set out in the Community Infrastructure Levy (Amendment)
(England) (No. 2) Regulations 2019 in order to improve
transparency and accountability on developer contributions.

4.32 The IFS provides a summary of financial contributions
the Council has secured through Section 106 (S106)
agreements from new developments for off-site infrastructure
works and affordable housing, in addition to highway works
completed as part of new developments through section 278
(S278) agreements.

4.33 It is important that the next iteration of the IFS links
closely with the emerging output from the IDP process.
Alongside the core requirement to detail what contributions
have been collected and how they have been spent, the IFS
should identify:

i) which sites in the Submission Local Plan are
expected to contribute to which types of
infrastructure provision;

ii) whether existing contributions secured can be
used to address the infrastructure needs
identified in the emerging IDP.

4.34 It is understood that the IFS will be prepared following the
publication of this Report.

Summary

4.35 There are numerous sources of infrastructure funding. In
order to make use of these it is important to properly define
infrastructure schemes and work up bids and secure the
necessary consents. As such it is a key recommendation of
this report that infrastructure projects are defined and
developed at an early stage in order to support timely delivery
of infrastructure alongside new development.
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Chapter 5

5.1 Uttlesford District Council have commissioned LUC and
Navigus Planning to prepare an Infrastructure Delivery Plan
(IDP) to support the Council’s emerging Submission Local
Plan. The Local Plan is at the Regulation 19 publication stage.
The Submission Local Plan sets out the amount of housing
and employment development and supporting infrastructure
required. It also identifies the main locations where Uttlesford
District Council consider this development should take place.

5.2 This document describes the existing infrastructure
provision in Uttlesford and defines the key infrastructure
planning issues and opportunities arising from the potential
growth areas, based on literature review and consultation with
infrastructure providers. It is a key part of the evidence base
which supports the Submission Local Plan (Regulation 19)
publication and can be used to inform the Council’s whole plan
viability assessment.

5.3 This report should be seen as a ‘snapshot in time’ and
future iterations of this report will take account of any relevant
changes to the Local Plan and updated information from
infrastructure providers and new evidence bases.
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Appendix A
Facilities Assessment

A.1 The following facilities assessment was undertaken by
Uttlesford Council Officers and published alongside the
Regulation 18 local Plan consultation.
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Parish or Population Dwellings Secondary Primary Doctors Dent Food Post Community/Vill Rail Allotm
Village Census 2021 Estimated in 2019 School School Surgery ist Shops Office age Hall Station ents
Saffron
Walden 17,018 7,739 1 5 2 6 5 2 3 3

Great Dunmow 10,624 4,691 1 2 2 4 2 1 2 1

Stansted

Mountfitchet 8,621 2,950 1 3 1 3 6 1 1 1 2

Thaxted 3,446 1,462 1 1 1 3 1 3 2

Newport 2,941 1,221 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Hatfield Heath 2,001 793 1 1 1 0.5 1 2
U Takeley 5,299 1,978 2 2 3 1 2

@ Great

(Chesterford 1,776 776 1 2 1 1 1 1

QO Felsted 3,164 1,209 1 1 1 1
Elsenham 3,574 1,475 1 1 1 1 1 2

Hatfield Broad

Oak 1,260 541 1 1 1 q
Clavering 1,343 566 1 1 1 1 1
Stebbing 1,466 585 1 1 1 1 1

Birchanger 958 935 1 1

Henham 1,368 557 1 1 0.5 4 1

Wendens
Ambo 452 202 1

Quendon and

Rickling eElg 287 1 1 1
Debden 787 338 1 1 1 1

Wimbish 1,474 543 1 1

Flitch Green 2,643 883 1 1 1
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Parish or

Population
Census 2021

Dwellings
Estimated in 2019

Secondary
School

Primary
School

Appendix A
Facilities Assessment

Uttlesford Infrastructure Delivery Plan

July 2024

Doctors

Dent
ist

Food

Post
Office

Community/Vill

Rail
Station

Allotm
ents

Village
Widdington
Leaden
Roding
Ashdon

Great Easton

Little
Hallingbury

Littlebury

Radwinter
;? Manuden
% Chrishall
Obligh Roding
 Barnston

Farnham

High Easter

Great
Sampford

496
721

903
1,156

1,665

868
662
720
575
581
926
418
720

618

202
274

383
449

616

358
283
289
236
231
381
184
288

236

=

)

Surgery

Shops

age Hall

P R R R R R R R R P R REP R R
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Appendix B
Proposed strategic allocations

B.1 The proposed strategic allocation sites on which this IDP
report has been based are shown in Figure B-1, and set out
in Table B-1.
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".Chesterford Council
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- development sites
Saffron 3 Uttlesford District Council
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N2 p Residential site
oo WPO L1 Employment site
1: Land South of 6: Church End
Radwinter Road, East, Great
north of Thaxted Dunmow
road, Saffron 7: Land east of
. 8 Walden B1008, Great
N «Elsenham 2: Land south of Dunmow
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Research Park
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Lane, Stansted Street

Mountfitchet

12: Land south of
5: Land north-east Highwood Quarry
of Takeley Great Dunmow
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Table B.1: Uttlesford proposed strategic allocation sites

Site address

SLAA reference

Appendix B

Proposed strategic allocations

Uttlesford Infrastructure Delivery Plan

July 2024

Proposed dwellings

(net capacity)

Employment allocation
(square metres)

Employment allocation
(hectares)

Proposed time-scale

Land South of Radwinter Road, north of

Saffron Walden 001 +

6-10 years and 11-15

Thaxted road, Saffron Walden 037 Mixed Use 612 8000 years and 16 - 20 years
Land south of Thaxted road, Saffron . . 6-10 years and 11-15
Walden Saffron Walden 006 Residential 267 3 years and 16 - 20 years
Land east of High Lane, Stansted . . 6-10 years and 11-15
Mountfitchet Stansted 013 + 023 Residential 55 years
Ipole Meadows North, East of . . 6-10 years and 11-15
?annington Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet Stansted 015 Residential 210 years
Q
Takeley 007 + 016 + . . 11-15 years and 16 - 20
%nd north-east of Takeley Little Canfield 003 Residential 1506 8,500 years
= 11-15 years and 16 - 20
Church End East, Great Dunmow Great Dunmow 009 Residential 714 years y
Land east of B1008, Great Dunmow Great Dunmow 017 Residential 170 6-10 years
Land east of Station Road, Elsenham Henham 006 Residential 110 6-10 years
Land at Guants End, Elsenham Employment 1,950m2 55
Land at Little Chesterford Research Park Employment 3,450m2 135
gt?ggt()f Taylors Farm, North of Takeley Employment 18
Ilse:jr;l?n So?/\l/nh of Highwood Quarry, Great Employment 18

LUC I B-3




Appendix C
Infrastructure schedule
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)

C1 Community Community Centre North Saffron New community facility of Essential £817,364 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium

Uttlesford Walden circa 420 square metres to contributions ubDC - Long
serve the needs of Term
development

C2 Community Community Centre South Great New community facility of Essential £823,888 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Uttlesford Dunmow circa 424 sgm to serve the contributions ubC - Long

needs of development Term

C3 Community Community Centre South Takeley New community facility, or Essential £1,403,592 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Uttlesford facilities of circa 722 sgm contributions ubC - Long

to serve the needs of Term
development. May provide
for youth services.

C4 Community Community Centre Stansted Elsenham Expansion / improvement Essential £102,520 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Mountfitchet to nearby community contributions ubDC - Long
and facility of circa 72 sqgm Term
Elsenham

C5 Community Community Centre Stansted Stansted Expansion / improvement Essential £209,700 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | to nearby community contributions ubC - Long

ue) and facility of circa 172 sqm Term
Elsenham
o
Community Libraries North Saffron Extension / remodelling to Essential £215,284 | Not committed Developer ECC Short -
Uttlesford Walden existing provision to contributions Medium
o0 increase capacity Term
@7 Community Libraries South Great Extension / remodelling to Essential £216,509 | Not committed Developer ECC Short -
Uttlesford Dunmow existing provision to contributions Medium
increase capacity Term

Cc8 Community Libraries South Takeley Extension / remodelling to Essential £378,646 | Not committed Developer ECC Short -
Uttlesford existing provision to contributions Medium

increase capacity Term

C9 Community Libraries Stansted Elsenham Extension / remodelling to Essential £26,941 | Not committed Developer ECC Short -
Mountfitchet existing provision to contributions Medium
and increase capacity Term
Elsenham

C10 Community Libraries Stansted Stansted Extension / remodelling to Essential £79,599 | Not committed Developer ECC Short -
Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | existing provision to contributions Medium
and increase capacity Term
Elsenham

T (Short Term: 2021-2025; Medium Term: 2026-2031; Long Term: 2032-2041)
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
E1l Education Early Years North Saffron Provision of a new early Essential £3,316,667 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Uttlesford Walden years places within a new contributions ECC - Long
facility (or facilities), Term
associated with the new
potential new primary
school site within Land
South of Radwinter Road
accounting for
development. Capacity
accounts for
accommodating potential
demand from new
development plus
reproviding the 85 place
nursery on Saffron Walden
County High site.
E2 Education Early Years North Saffron Provision of a new early Essential £560,240 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Uttlesford Walden years places within contributions ECC - Long
facilities within Land south Term
of Thaxted road
fa Education Early Years South Great Provision of a new early Essential £1,536,585 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Uttlesford Dunmow years facility. Location TBC contributions ECC - Long
Q but likely required within Term
Q one of the proposed
® strategic allocation areas
o2 Education Early Years South Takeley Provision of early years Essential £3,241,032 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
~ Uttlesford facilities totalling contributions ECC - Long
approximately 135 places. Term
E5 Education Early Years Stansted Elsenham Provision of early years Essential £230,811 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Mountfitchet facilities. Ideally provided contributions ECC - Long
and alongside new primary Term
Elsenham school
E6 Education Early Years Stansted Stansted Provision of a new early Essential £1,339,072 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | years facility. It is contributions ECC - Long
and understood that a site at Term
Elsenham Walpole Meadows is
available for the
construction of a new EY
facility alternatively this
provision could be located
at the proposed primary
school
E7 Education Post-16 North Saffron Expansion of post-16 Essential £902,086 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Uttlesford Walden education facilities to contributions Post-16 - Long
accommodate pupils providers Term

generated by new
development
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
E8 Education Post-16 South Great Relocation of Helena Essential TBC | Funded Developer ECC, Short -
Uttlesford Dunmow Romanes School, creating contributions and Developers, Medium
additional capacity for sixth developer costs, Saffron Term
form pupils ECC capital Academy
programme Trust,
Department
for
Education
E9 Education Post-16 South Takeley Provision of post-16 Essential £2,905,807 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Uttlesford education facilities at the contributions Post-16 - Long
new secondary school, to providers Term
accommodate pupils
generated by new
development within South
Uttlesford and Stansted
Mountfitchet / Elsenham
plan area
E10 Education Primary school North Saffron Provision of a new 2FE Essential £9,740,000 | Not committed Developer ECC, Medium
Uttlesford Walden primary school and early Contributions and Developers - Long
ue) years provision in developer costs Term
Q association with land (Land for a future
O provided in connection with new primary
D the development granted school has been
planning permission under secured through
o reference the S106
(00) (UTT/17/2832/0OP), at the agreement to
Shire Hill development site permission
to provide approximately UTT/17/2832/0P)
420 school places and the
(2.234Ha) [this scheme is Agreement for the
an alternative proposal to Linden Homes
E11] site.
El1 Education Primary school North Saffron Provision of a new 3FE Essential £14,610,000 | Not committed Developer ECC, Medium
Uttlesford Walden primary school within the contributions Developers - Long
new allocations [this Term
scheme is an alternative
proposal to E10]. School to
include early years
provision (see separate
early years requirement
within this schedule)
E12 Education Primary school South Great Relocation of Helena Essential £9,700,000 | Funded Developer ECC, Short -
Uttlesford Dunmow Romanes School at south contributions and Developers, Medium
of Stortford Road and east developer costs, Saffron Term
of Buttleys Lane, creating ECC capital Academy
additional 2 FE capacity for programme Trust,
primary age pupils Department
for
Education
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
E13 Education Primary school South Great Provision of a new primary Essential £9,740,000 | Not committed Developer ECC, Medium
Uttlesford Dunmow school or expansion of contributions Developers, - Long
existing schools to serve school Term
the proposed strategic
allocations in Great
Dunmow, location TBC
(ECC has several new
school site options secured
from committed
development)
E14 Education Primary school South Takeley Provision of a new primary | Essential £9,740,000 | Not committed Developer ECC, Medium
Uttlesford school with early years contributions Developers - Long
land (see separate Early Term
Years requirements in this
schedule). To be provided
directly adjacent to the
proposed secondary
school.
E15 Education Primary school South Takeley Expansion of Roseacres Essential Developer | Not committed Developer ECC, Medium
Uttlesford Primary school, to provide contribution of contributions Developers - Long
additional capacity approx. Term
Y £407,883
‘816 Education Primary school Stansted Elsenham Provision of a new primary Essential £9,740,000 | Not committed Developer ECC, Short -
Mountfitchet school in Elsenham, to be contributions Developers Medium
@ and located with Early Years Term
(0] Elsenham provision (see Early Years
© requirements separately in
this schedule)
E17 Education Secondary school North Newport Expansion of Joyce Essential £4,010,000 | Not committed Developer ECC,
Uttlesford Frankland by 1FE to contributions Developers
accommodate the needs of
new development
E18 Education Secondary School North Saffron Expansion of Saffron Essential TBC | Not committed Developer ECC, Medium
Uttlesford Walden Walden County High contributions Developers, - Long
School by 2FE to school Term
accommodate the needs of
new development, requires
relocation of nursery
provision on the site to a
new location, potentially
within proposed strategic
allocations
E19 Education Secondary school South Great Relocation of Helena Essential £32,630,000 | Funded Developer ECC, Short -
Uttlesford Dunmow Romanes School at south contributions, ECC | Developers, Medium
of Stortford Road and east capital Saffron Term
of Buttleys Lane, creating programme, DfE Academy
additional capacity for Trust,
secondary age pupils Department
for
Education
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
E20 Education Secondary school South Takeley Provision of new secondary | Essential £42,140,000 | Not committed Developer ECC, Medium
Uttlesford school within Takeley site contributions Developers, - Long
allocation to serve the school Term
wider needs of South
Uttlesford
E21 Education Secondary school Stansted Stansted Potential expansion of Essential £16,030,000 for | Not committed Developer ECC, Short -
Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | Forest Hall school to a 4FE contributions Developers Medium
and increase the capacity within expansion Term
Elsenham the school by up to 2FE excluding land
within current site or 4FE if cost
using land outside the
boundary
E22 Education Special Education North Saffron Provision of SEND facilities | Essential £674,211 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Needs Provision Uttlesford Walden in accordance with the contributions ECC - Long
ECC developers guidance Term
and forthcoming ECC
sufficiency strategy
E23 Education Special Education South Great Provision of SEND facilities | Essential £562,993 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Needs Provision Uttlesford Dunmow in accordance with the contributions ECC - Long
U ECC developers guidance Term
Q and forthcoming ECC
) sufficiency strategy
@24 Education Special Education South Takeley Provision of SEND facilities | Essential £1,155,133 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Needs Provision Uttlesford in accordance with the contributions ECC - Long
© ECC developers guidance Term
o and forthcoming ECC
sufficiency strategy
E25 Education Special Education Stansted Elsenham Provision of SEND facilities | Essential £84,372 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Needs Provision Mountfitchet in accordance with the contributions ECC - Long
and ECC developers guidance Term
Elsenham and forthcoming ECC
sufficiency strategy
E26 Education Special Education Stansted Stansted Provision of SEND facilities | Essential £249,282 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
Needs Provision Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | in accordance with the contributions ECC - Long
and ECC developers guidance Term
Elsenham and forthcoming ECC

sufficiency strategy
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Ref

Infrastructure
Category

Infrastructure Sub
Category

Local Plan
Spatial
Area

Settlements

Description of
Project/Proposal

Project
Importance
(Priority:
Essential /
Other)

Costs £
(Indicative)

Status
(Funded/Not
committed/TBC)

Funding (where
known)

Main
Delivery
Partners

Phase!

Eml

Emergency
services

Ambulance

North
Uttlesford

Saffron
Walden

To be determined as
applications are submitted,
consideration of options
including: upgrading /
refurbishment of existing
premises, or
redevelopment/relocation
of existing ambulance
stations to a more suitable
location to meet the
increased local demand;
provision of additional
medical pharmacy & IT
equipment & digital
software to manage the
increased number of
incidents; an increase in
the number & type of
ambulances.

Essential

£298,860

Not committed

Developer
contributions

The East of
England
Ambulance
Service NHS
Trust

Medium
- Long
Term

Em2

T6 9bed

Emergency
services

Ambulance

South
Uttlesford

Great
Dunmow

To be determined as
applications are submitted,
consideration of options
including: upgrading /
refurbishment of existing
premises, or
redevelopment/relocation
of existing ambulance
stations to a more suitable
location to meet the
increased local demand;
provision of additional
medical pharmacy & IT
equipment & digital
software to manage the
increased number of
incidents; an increase in
the number & type of
ambulances.

Essential

£300,560

Not committed

Developer
contributions

The East of
England
Ambulance
Service NHS
Trust

Medium
- Long
Term




Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
Em3 | Emergency Ambulance South Takeley To be determined as Essential £525,640 | Not committed Developer The East of Medium
services Uttlesford applications are submitted, contributions England - Long
consideration of options Ambulance Term
including: upgrading / Service NHS
refurbishment of existing Trust
premises, or
redevelopment/relocation
of existing ambulance
stations to a more suitable
location to meet the
increased local demand,
provision of additional
medical pharmacy & IT
equipment & digital
software to manage the
increased number of
incidents; an increase in
the number & type of
ambulances.
-%14 Emergency Ambulance Stansted Elsenham To be determined as Essential £37,400 | Not committed Developer The East of Medium
Q services Mountfitchet applications are submitted, contributions England - Long
@) and consideration of options Ambulance Term
D Elsenham including: upgrading / Service NHS
refurbishment of existing Trust
(o) premises, or
N redevelopment/relocation

of existing ambulance
stations to a more suitable
location to meet the
increased local demand;
provision of additional
medical pharmacy & IT
equipment & digital
software to manage the
increased number of
incidents; an increase in
the number & type of
ambulances.




Ref

Infrastructure
Category

Infrastructure Sub
Category

Local Plan
Spatial
Area

Settlements

Description of
Project/Proposal

Project
Importance
(Priority:
Essential /
Other)

Costs £
(Indicative)

Status
(Funded/Not
committed/TBC)

Funding (where
known)

Main
Delivery
Partners

Phase!

Em5

Emergency
services

Ambulance

Stansted
Mountfitchet
and
Elsenham

Stansted
Mountfitchet

To be determined as
applications are submitted,
consideration of options
including: upgrading /
refurbishment of existing
premises, or
redevelopment/relocation
of existing ambulance
stations to a more suitable
location to meet the
increased local demand;
provision of additional
medical pharmacy & IT
equipment & digital
software to manage the
increased number of
incidents; an increase in
the number & type of
ambulances.

Essential

£110,500

Not committed

Developer
contributions

The East of
England
Ambulance
Service NHS
Trust

Medium
- Long
Term

Em6

cp abed

Emergency
services

Ambulance

Thaxted
and Rural

Thaxted

To be determined as
applications are submitted,
consideration of options
including: upgrading /
refurbishment of existing
premises, or
redevelopment/relocation
of existing ambulance
stations to a more suitable
location to meet the
increased local demand;
provision of additional
medical pharmacy & IT
equipment & digital
software to manage the
increased number of
incidents; an increase in
the number & type of
ambulances.

Essential

£166,260

Not committed

Developer
contributions

The East of
England
Ambulance
Service NHS
Trust

Medium
- Long
Term

Em7

Emergency
Services

Fire and Rescue

District
Wide

All

Provision of fire hydrants
within new development
areas

Essential

TBC

Not committed

Developer
contributions

Developers

Short -
Long
Term

Em8

Emergency
services

Police

District
Wide

All

Possible expansion of
Police facilities to
accommodate demands of
increased resident
population arising from new
homes and employment
sites, or infrastructure to
allow reconfiguration of

Important for
placemaking

TBC

Not committed

Developer
contributions

Essex Police

Short -
Long
Term
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water (utilising sustainable
drainage practices and
reducing flood risk from
surface water, likely to be
delivered as part of
development design

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
service to deliver efficiency
gains
Em9 | Emergency Police District All Provision within Important for TBC | Not committed Developer Essex Police | Short -
services Wide development of placemaking contributions Long
infrastructure to support Term
police liaison and
enforcement including
ANPR cameras, police only
parking bays, electric
vehicle charging points for
police use, community
meeting space (see
separate community centre
requirements), as well as
appropriate design to help
U ensure new development
Q areas are safe such as
(@) 'secure by design'
@D principles.
6 Flooding and Flooding North Saffron Slade Phase 2 culvert Essential £600-800k | Not committed Development Essex Medium
~ drainage Uttlesford Walden repairs (figures are contribution, Highways - Long
early estimates) Government and ECC, A Term
funding, ECC combination
Capital of
Programme Environment
Agency and
Essex
County
Council
money
F2 Flooding and Flooding Thaxted Thaxted Thaxted trash screens Essential £80-100k | Not committed Mix of ECC and ECC and Medium
drainage and Rural region s106 from ubcC - Long
committed Term
developments
F3 Flooding and Surface water North Saffron Provision of suitable Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Drainage drainage Uttlesford Walden drainage infrastructure to charges by Water | Anglian Long
accommodate surface Companies Water Term
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
F4 Flooding and Surface water South Great Provision of suitable Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Drainage drainage Uttlesford Dunmow drainage infrastructure to charges by Water | Anglian Long
accommodate surface Companies Water Term
water (utilising sustainable
drainage practices and
reducing flood risk from
surface water, likely to be
delivered as part of
development design
F5 Flooding and Surface water South Takeley Provision of suitable Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Drainage drainage Uttlesford drainage infrastructure to charges by Water Thames Long
accommodate surface Companies Water Term
water (utilising sustainable
drainage practices and
reducing flood risk from
surface water, likely to be
delivered as part of
development design
F6 Flooding and Surface water Stansted Elsenham Provision of suitable Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Drainage drainage Mountfitchet drainage infrastructure to charges by Water Anglian Long
and accommodate surface Companies Water Term
U Elsenham water (utilising sustainable
Q drainage practices and
Q reducing flood risk from
® surface water, likely to be
© delivered as part of
(@] development design
F7 Flooding and Surface water Stansted Stansted Provision of suitable Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Drainage drainage Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | drainage infrastructure to charges by Water Thames Long
and accommodate surface Companies Water Term
Elsenham water (utilising sustainable

drainage practices and
reducing flood risk from
surface water, likely to be
delivered as part of
development design
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)

Gl1 Green Green District All Green infrastructure Important for TBC | Not Committed Developer Uttlesford Short -
infrastructure, Infrastructure Wide opportunities: placemaking contributions and District Long
open space - Improvements along the other funding Council Term
and sports Rivers Cam and Slade sources

- Chalk grassland
enhancement
- Improve roadside verge
connection
- Improved footpath
network across the
landscape
- Greening Saffron Walden
Town
- Greening Stansted
Mountfitchet and
enhancing access to the
GBI network
- Woodland creation at
River Roding / Pincey
Brook

Y - Enhance the River

g Chelmer corridor

o) - Enhance the Harcamlow
Way

O - Creation of a Nature

(@)} Network and woodland
corridor from Hatfield
Forest to Thaxted

GI2 Green Green North Saffron Creation of a Country Park Important for £2,465,292 | Not Committed Developer Uttlesford Short -
infrastructure, Infrastructure Uttlesford Walden placemaking contributions and District Long
open space other funding Council Term
and sports sources

GI3 Green Green South Great New Country Park at Important for TBC | Not Committed Developer Uttlesford Beyond
infrastructure, Infrastructure Uttlesford Dunmow Easton Park placemaking contributions and District plan
open space other funding Council period
and sports sources

Gl4 Green Green South Great Enhancement of the Flitch Important for TBC | Not Committed Developer Uttlesford Short -
infrastructure, Infrastructure Uttlesford Dunmow, Way placemaking contributions and District Long
open space Takeley other funding Council Term
and sports sources
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Parks and Gardens -
0.04Ha

Natural Greenspace - 0.5
Ha

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)

GI5 Green Green South N/A Hatfield Forest Important for £1,359 per | Not Committed Developer Uttlesford Short -
infrastructure, Infrastructure Uttlesford conservation and placemaking dwelling contributions District Long
open space restoration Council Term
and sports

Gl6 Green Open Space North Saffron Allotments / community Essential £816,200 | Not committed Developer ubC Medium
infrastructure, Uttlesford Walden orchards - 0.42Ha excluding parks contributions - Long
open space Multifunctional amenity and gardens Term
and sports greenspace - 3.38Ha and natural

Play areas - 0.23Ha greenspace
Parks and Gardens -

0.21Ha

Natural Greenspace - 2.93

Ha

GI7 Green Open Space South Great Allotments / community Essential £817,800 | Not committed Developer ubDC Medium
infrastructure, Uttlesford Dunmow orchards - 0.42Ha excluding parks contributions - Long
open space Multifunctional amenity and gardens Term
and sports greenspace - 3.39Ha and natural

Play areas - 0.23Ha greenspace
o Parks and Gardens -
Q 0.21Ha
Q Natural Greenspace -
D 2.95Ha
@8 Green Open Space South Takeley Allotments / community Essential £1,539,200 | Not committed Developer ubcC Medium
~ infrastructure, Uttlesford orchards - 0.74Ha excluding parks contributions - Long
open space Multifunctional amenity and gardens Term
and sports greenspace - 5.94Ha and natural
Play areas - 0.41Ha greenspace
Parks and Gardens -
0.37Ha
Natural Greenspace -
5.16Ha

GI9 Green Open Space Stansted Elsenham Allotments / community Essential £83,773 | Not committed Developer ubcC Medium
infrastructure, Mountfitchet orchards - 0.07Ha excluding parks contributions - Long
open space and Multifunctional amenity and gardens Term
and sports Elsenham greenspace - 0.58Ha and natural

Play areas - 0.04Ha greenspace
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changing rooms).

1 x mini 5v5

1 X mini 7v7

1 x youth 9v9
1x youth 11v11l

Contributions sought for
cricket, rugby union, 3G
and hockey pitches.

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)

GI10 | Green Open Space Stansted Stansted Allotments / community Essential £412,800 | Not committed Developer ubcC Medium
infrastructure, Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | orchards - 0.19Ha excluding parks contributions - Long
open space and Multifunctional amenity and gardens Term
and sports Elsenham greenspace - 1.5Ha and natural

Play areas - 0.1Ha greenspace
Parks and Gardens -

0.09Ha

Natural Greenspace -

1.3Ha

Gl11 | Green Playing Pitches North Saffron Circa 3 to 4 football pitches | Essential £1,120,000 | Not committed Developer UDC, Medium
infrastructure, Uttlesford Walden and accompanying contributions Developers, - Long
open space ancillary provision Sport Term
and sports (clubhouse/potential England

changing rooms).

1 x mini 5v5

1 x mini 7v7

1 x youth 9v9

1x youth 11v11
Q-? Contributions sought for
@) cricket, rugby union, 3G

D and hockey pitches.

(@]

@12 | Green Playing Pitches South Great Circa 3 to 4 football pitches | Essential £930,000 | Not committed Developer UDC, Medium
infrastructure, Uttlesford Dunmow and accompanying contributions Developers, - Long
open space ancillary provision Sport Term
and sports (clubhouse/potential England
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)

GI13 | Green Playing Pitches South Takeley Circa 5 to 6 football pitches | Essential £1,390,000 | Not committed Developer UDC, Medium
infrastructure, Uttlesford and accompanying contributions Developers, - Long
open space ancillary provision Sport Term
and sports (clubhouse/potential England

changing rooms).

1x mini 5v5

2Xx mini 7v7

1 x youth 9v9

1 x youth 11v11

1 x adult

Contributions sought for

cricket, rugby union, 3G

and hockey pitches.

Potential to co-located with

new secondary school,

however this is subject to

design.
T
Q
DI14 | Green Playing Pitches Stansted Elsenham Improve local sites (TBC in | Essential £250,542 | Not committed Developer UDC, Short -
O infrastructure, Mountfitchet Strategy & Action Plan) contributions Developers, Long
e open space and Sport Term

and sports Elsenham England

GI15 | Green Playing Pitches Stansted Stansted Improve local sites (TBC in | Essential £651,536 | Not committed Developer UDC, Short -
infrastructure, Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | Strategy & Action Plan) contributions Developers, Long
open space and Sport Term
and sports Elsenham England

Gl16 | Green Sports Hall District All Improvements to existing Essential £930,917 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
infrastructure, Wide facilities by means of contributions ubC Long
open space improving the quality and and/or other Term
and sports capacity (additional sports alternative funding

hall space required 1.08 source
courts)

GI17 | Green Sports Hall North Newport Improvements to the Important for TBC | Funded UDC, 1 Life ubC Short -
infrastructure, Uttlesford Anglian Leisure Joyce placemaking Parkwood Medium
open space Frankland including Term
and sports remedy the roof leak.

C-15




4-court sports hall and a
55-station health and
fitness gym, to maintain
quality. Increase the

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)

GI18 | Green Sports Hall North Newport Improve the quality of the Important for TBC | Funded Dame Bradbury School, Medium
infrastructure, Uttlesford (3-court) sports hall and placemaking School, AE Dame Term
open space extend the number of hours Bradbury
and sports available to the community School, AE

at Dame Bradbury School

GI19 | Green Sports Hall North Saffron Maintain and invest in the Important for TBC | Funded Saffron Walden Saffron Medium
infrastructure, Uttlesford Walden sports facilities at Saffron placemaking County High Walden Term
open space Walden County High Sports Centre County High
and sports Sports Centre to ensure Sports

they remain high quality Centre
and attractive to users.

Remedy the roof leak.

Extend the number of

hours available to the

community as demand

increases.

GI20 | Green Sports Hall North Saffron Continue to invest to Important for TBC | Funded Turpins Indoor Turpins Medium
mv) infrastructure, Uttlesford Walden maintain facilities at placemaking Bowls Centre Indoor Term
Q open space Turpins Indoor Bowls Bowls

(@) and sports Centre Centre
@
=
©&21 | Green Sports Hall North Saffron Continue to invest in the Important for TBC | Funded UDC, 1 Life ubc Long
(@) infrastructure, Uttlesford Walden Lord Butler Leisure Centre placemaking Parkwood Term
open space to maintain quality.
and sports Complete the remedial
RAAC concrete works on
the squash courts

Gl22 | Green Sports Hall South Felsted Continue to invest to Important for TBC | Funded Felstead School School, Long
infrastructure, Uttlesford maintain the 3-court, 4- placemaking Felstead Term
open space court sports hall, 4-lane School
and sports 23m pool, 33-station

health/fitness suite and 2
squash courts at Felsted
School. Maintain good
school/ community
relationship and sustain
(and improve) levels of
community use should the
opportunity arise

GI23 | Green Sports Hall South Great Continue to invest in the Important for TBC | Funded UDC, 1 Life ubC Long
infrastructure, Uttlesford Dunmow Great Dunmow Leisure placemaking Parkwood Term
open space centre which includes a 6-
and sports lane 25m swimming pool,
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
number of studios on site
to meet current and future
demand
Gl24 | Green Sports hall South Great Explore options to Important for TBC | Funded UDC, The school UDC, The Long
infrastructure, Uttlesford Dunmow understand if community placemaking school Term
open space use can be established at
and sports the 4-court sports hall at
Helena Romanes School &
Sixth Form
GI25 | Green Sports Hall Stansted Stansted Continue to invest in the 37 | Important for TBC | Funded UDC, 1 Life ubcC TBC
infrastructure, Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | station Mountfitchet placemaking Parkwood
open space and Romeera Leisure Centre to
and sports Elsenham maintain quality. Consider
the option to add a learner/
teaching pool to the facility
—_— to increase venue capacity
26 | Green Suitable Alternative | South Great Provision of SANGs in Essential £1,820,328.68 | Not committed Developer UDC,NE Medium
o) infrastructure, Natural Green Uttlesford Dunmow accordance with Natural plus contributions and - Long
Io)) open space Space (SANGs) England's SANG £3,147,970.27 developer costs Term
and sports Guidelines (subject to 15 year
= further discussions) maintenance
O
'GI27 | Green Suitable Alternative | South Takeley Provision of SANGs in Essential £1,967,694.85 | Not committed Developer UDC, NE Medium
infrastructure, Natural Green Uttlesford accordance with Natural plus contributions - Long
open space Space (SANGs) England's SANG £3,402,816.74 Term
and sports Guidelines (subject to 15 year
further discussions) maintenance
Gl28 | Green Suitable Alternative | Stansted Stansted Provision of SANGs in Essential £968,499.81 | Not committed Developer UDC,NE Medium
infrastructure, Natural Green Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | accordance with Natural plus contributions - Long
open space Space (SANGSs) and England's SANG £1,674,867.10 Term
and sports Elsenham Guidelines (subject to 15 year
further discussions) maintenance
GI29 | Green Swimming Pool District All Improvements to existing Important for £876,290 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
infrastructure, Wide facilities by means of placemaking contributions ubC Long
open space improving the quality and and/or other Term
and sports capacity (additional alternative funding

swimming pool provision
required 0.78 lane)

source
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Peaslands Road — Borough
— Lane corridor

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
H1 Health and Hospital Outside N/A Construction of a new Important for TBC | Funded NHS NHS Short
wellbeing Uttlesford Princess Alexandra placemaking term
hospital northwest of the
new Junction 7a on the
M11. This is part of HIP
(Health Infrastructure
Plan). Outside of Uttlesford
but will absorb some
demand from the District.
H2 Health and Primary care North Saffron Gold Street Surgery - Essential TBC | Not committed NHS, Developer NHS, Short -
wellbeing Uttlesford Walden Relocation of the existing contributions, Developers Medium
surgery to District Council ubcC Term
Offices nearby to provide
additional capacity and
improve facilities
H3 Health and Primary care South Felsted Provision of a new primary Important for TBC | Not committed Developer NHS, Short -
wellbeing Uttlesford care facility on site secured | placemaking contributions Developers Medium
on the Land West of Bury Term
- Farm, Felsted
4 Health and Primary care South Great New Primary Care facility Essential TBC | Not committed Developer NHS, Medium
(@) wellbeing Uttlesford Dunmow within the proposed contributions Developers - Long
[o) strategic allocation sites Term
Iﬂé Health and Primary care South Takeley Provision of a new primary Essential TBC | Funded Developer NHS, Short -
wellbeing Uttlesford care facility in Takeley, contributions Developers Medium
8 either in the Warish Hall Term
Farm site or within the
proposed strategic
allocation at Land North
east of Takeley
H6 Health and Primary care Stansted Stansted Increasing capacity for Essential TBC | Not committed Developer NHS, Short -
wellbeing Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | local Primary Care contributions Developers Medium
and facilities, by means of Term
Elsenham reconfiguration or
refurbishment
T1 Transport and Bus North Saffron Service provision - Important for £2,000,000 | Not committed Essex County Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Walden Increase the frequency of placemaking Council Capital Bus - Long
the Citi 7 service to Funding/ operators, Term
Cambridge; increase Developer Essex
access to the service by re- contributions/or County
directing services so that other funding Council,
they incorporate both the sources Stansted
town centre and the Airport
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
T2 Transport and Bus South Great PT.01 - Provide a new bus Essential £2,900,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow service from the strategic contributions (incl. | Bus - Long
allocation linking to the existing S106 operators, Term
town centre and Easton £700k) and/or Essex
Park. other County
funding sources Council,
Stansted
Airport
T3 Transport and Bus South Great PT.03 - Increase the Essential £500,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow frequency of the no. 324 contributions / Bus - Long
Stebbing to Bishops ECC capital / Bus operators, Term
Stortford via Great companies Essex
Dunmow Takeley, etc County
service from 1 bus every Council,
two hours to 1 bus every Stansted
30 minutes. Airport
T4 Transport and Bus South Great PT.04 - Extend route of the | Essential £400,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow no.323 service to serve the contributions / Bus - Long
development and help ECC capital / Bus operators, Term
achieve the increase in companies Essex
service frequency. County
U Council,
jab) Stansted
Q Airport
5 Transport and Bus South Great PT.05 - Introduce modal Essential £250,000 | Not committed Department of Developers, Medium
— movement Uttlesford Dunmow filters to provide greater Transport funding, | Bus - Long
(@) priority for buses and Essex County operators, Term
w reduce journey times. Council Capital Essex
Funding County
Council,
Stansted
Airport
T6 Transport and Bus South Takeley PT.02 - New bus service Essential £2,000,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford between the development contributions / Bus - Long
site and Stansted Airport. ECC capital / Bus operators, Term
companies Essex
County
Council,
Stansted
Airport
T7 Transport and Bus South Takeley PT.03 - Provide Real Time Essential £15,000 per | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Information at key stops. stop contributions / Bus - Long
ECC capital / Bus operators, Term
companies Essex
County
Council
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
T8 Transport and Bus Stansted Elsenham Provide a new bus stop Essential £30,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Mountfitchet (including shelter, seating contributions / Bus Medium
and and Real Time Information) ECC capital / Bus operators, Term
Elsenham at both the Rail Station bus companies Essex
stops adjacent to the new County
development. Council
T9 Transport and Bus Stansted Stansted PT.01 - Increase the Essential £200,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | frequency of the no.301 to contributions / Bus - Long
and at least one bus every 30 ECC capital / Bus operators, Term
Elsenham minutes. companies Essex
County
Council
T10 Transport and Bus Stansted Stansted PT.02 - Provide Real Time | Essential £15,000 per | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | information and timetables stop contributions / Bus - Long
and at existing stops, and a ECC capital / Bus operators, Term
Elsenham new stop at the northern companies Essex
edge of Site 015 RES. County
Council
-'61 Transport and Highways District All Strategic Road Network - A | Important for Up to approx. | Not committed Developer Developers, TBC
Q movement Wide moderate intervention on placemaking £2,000,000 contributions Essex
(@) the Birchanger roundabout County
D —J8 of the M11. This Council,
intervention would utilise National
existing highway or Highways
o highway land and would
~ provide extra capacity on
the B1256 exit (to Takeley)
to relieve queuing on the
junction.
T12 Transport and Highways North Saffron Saffron Walden Estate Essential TBC | Not committed Part of Developers Medium
movement Uttlesford Walden road - Policy requirement development cost - Long
for a new multi-modal Term
through route to serve as
the main access through
the strategic sites within
Saffron Walden
T13 Transport and Highways North Saffron Junction improvements Essential £35,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden (TM.06) - Reconfiguration contributions / Essex Medium
(Fairycroft Road — potentially other County Term
Common Hill — Hill Street): funding such as Council

Remove left turn
movement from Fairycroft
Road to Common Hill and
from Hill Street to Common
Hill (except for buses) to
enable the creation of a
priority give-way junction in
place of the current
roundabout

bids
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
T14 Transport and Highways North Saffron Junction Improvements Essential £500,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden (TM.07) — Traffic Signals contributions / Essex Medium
(London Road — Audley potentially other County Term
Road): Provision of signals funding such as Council
at the junction of Audley bids
Road and London Road
T15 Transport and Highways North Saffron Junction Improvements Essential £120,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden (TM.08)) — Traffic Signals contributions / Essex Medium
(London Road — Newport potentially other County Term
Road): Provision of signals funding such as Council
at the junction of Audley bids
End Road / Newport Road /
London Road / Borough
Road.
T16 Transport and Highways North Saffron Junction Improvements Essential £150,000 - | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden (TM.09) — Traffic Signals £500,000 contributions / Essex Medium
(Radwinter Road): subject to potentially other County Term
Provision of signals at the further funding such as Council
junction of Radwinter Road feasibility bids
and Leverett Way. assessment
%7 Transport and Highways North Saffron Junction Improvements Essential £115,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden (TM.10) — Traffic Signals contributions / Essex Medium
Q (Thaxted Road — potentially other County Term
Q Peaslands Road): funding such as Council
@ Provision of signals at the bids
— junction of Thaxted Road
(@) and Peaslands Road (set
(@) to be delivered through
committed scheme) but
also include left turn filter
for westbound traffic
T18 Transport and Highways North Saffron Junction Improvements Essential £150,000 - | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden (TM.13) — Traffic Signals £500,000 contributions / Essex Medium
(Windmill Hill): Provision of subject to potentially other County Term
signals at the junction of further funding such as Council
Windmill Hill (B184) and feasibility bids
Bridge Street. Provide assessment
priority access to New
Pond Lane (for access to
Swan Meadow). Minimise
inter-green time for
northbound traffic
T19 Transport and Highways North Saffron Signage of strategic Essential £10,000 - | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden movements (TM.25) - £25,000 subject contributions / Essex Medium
Promote the use of to further potentially other County Term
Peaslands Road — Mount feasibility funding such as Council
Pleasant Road — Borough assessment bids

Lane — Debden Road for
strategic east-west
movements
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
T20 Transport and Highways North Saffron One Way Traffic (TM.15) - Essential £40,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden Make Borough Lane one- contributions / Essex Medium
way (westbound) between potentially other County Term
Debden Road and Newport funding such as Council
Road bids
T21 Transport and Highways North Saffron One Way Traffic (TM.17) - Essential £35,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden Make Debden Road one- contributions / Essex Medium
way (southbound) between potentially other County Term
London Road and Borough funding such as Council
Lane bids
T22 Transport and Highways North Saffron Junction improvements Essential £125,000 - | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden (TM.27) - Provision of £500,000 contributions / Essex Medium
signals at the junction of subject to potentially other County Term
East Street and Audley further funding such as Council
Road feasibility bids
assessment
T23 Transport and Highways North Saffron Saffron Walden High Important for TBC | TBC Developer Developers, Short -
movement Uttlesford Walden Street, Slade Bridge - to placemaking contributions / Essex Medium
n) replace the current bridge potentially other County Term
Q deck which is in a funding such as Council
@) weakened condition and bids
) requires replacing, and to
carry out repairs to the
| adjoining bridge arches
34 Transport and Highways South Great Church End Bridge - There | Essential £250,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow might be a requirement to contributions / Essex - Long
upgrade the existing potentially other County Term
highway structure on the funding such as Council
B1057. The structure is bids
suitable for the car
development traffic — but
intervention may be
required to provide a bus
route over the structure.
T25 Transport and Highways South Great HC.01 - B1008/ B1057: Essential £750,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow Widening to provide turn contributions / Essex - Long
pockets/ flare at all potentially other County Term
approaches together with funding such as Council
the signalisation of the bids
junction.
T26 Transport and Highways South Great HC.02 - B1256 /Braintree Essential £750,000 - | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow Road: Signalisation of the £1,000,000 contributions / Essex - Long
junction. subject to potentially other County Term
further funding such as Council
feasibility bids
assessment
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
T27 Transport and Highways South Great HC.03 - B1256 / Station Essential £750,000 - | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow Road: Signalisation of the £1,000,000 contributions / Essex - Long
junction. subject to potentially other County Term
further funding such as Council
feasibility bids
assessment
T28 Transport and Highways South Great HC.04 - Dunmow South Essential £750,000 | Not committed Developer Essex Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow Interchange (southern contributions / Highways, - Long
junction): Chelmsford Road potentially other National Term
Northbound and A120 off- funding such as Highways,
slip approach arms bids Developers
widened to allow for
separate left-turn lane.
T29 Transport and Highways South Great HC.05 - Parsonage Downs | Important for £750,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow / B1008: Parsonage Downs | placemaking contributions / Essex - Long
approach arm widened with potentially other County Term
left-turn flare. funding such as Council
bids
T30 Transport and Highways South Great HC.06 - Flitch Industrial Important for £750,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow Estate / Chelmsford Road: placemaking contributions / Essex - Long
Estate approach arm potentially other County Term
U widened with left-turn flare. funding such as Council
Q bids
1 Transport and Highways South Great HC. 07 - B1256 / Important for £750,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow Blackwater Drive: B1256 placemaking contributions / Essex - Long
= approach arms widened to potentially other County Term
o two-lane entry. funding such as Council
~ bids
T32 Transport and Highways South Takeley B1256 / Tilekiln Green Essential £750,000 - | Not committed Developer Essex Medium
movement Uttlesford (HC.01): Tilekiln Green £1,000,000 contributions / Highways - Long
approach widened to add subject to potentially other Term
left-turn flare together with further funding such as
the signalisation of the feasibility bids
junction. assessment
T33 Transport and Highways South Stanstead Strategically planned Important for TBC | Not committed TBC National TBC
movement Uttlesford / Mountfitchet, | improvements to M11 placemaking Highways,
Stansted Takeley, Junction 8 Essex
Mountfitchet | Great County
and Dunmow Council
Elsenham
T34 Transport and Highways Stansted Stansted HC.01 - B1383 / Gipsy Essential £750,000 - | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | Lane: Widening to provide £1,000,000 contributions / Essex - Long
and turn pockets / flare at all subject to potentially other County Term
Elsenham approaches together with further funding such as Council
the signalisation of the feasibility bids
junction at Gipsy Lane. assessment
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to the bottom of Lime Tree
Hill before heading south
over the playing fields to

bids

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
T35 Transport and Highways Stansted Stansted A120 / B1383 Junction Essential £5,000,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, TBC
movement Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | improvements, Uttlesford contributions / Essex
and growth may result in minor potentially other County
Elsenham changes to this project funding such as Council
which is being delivered to bids
serve development in
Bishops Stortford North
T36 Transport and Public transport South Takeley PT.01 - Increase the Essential £500,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford frequency of services, contributions / Bus - Long
particularly those to potentially other operators, Term
Stansted Airport and funding such as Essex
Bishop’s Stortford. bids County
Council
T37 Transport and Public transport Thaxted Great Information (PT.01) - Essential £10,000 | Not committed Developer Developers Medium
movement and Rural Chesterford Provision of RTI displays contributions / - Long
and North within development. Train potentially other Term
Uttlesford service information should funding such as
also be provided. bids
ﬁB Transport and Railways District All Increase rail capacity on Important for TBC | TBC Network Rail Network Short -
Q movement Wide the West Anglia Line to placemaking Rail, Train Long
(@) accommodate an additional Operating Term
) 4,200 peak hour Companies
passengers by 2043
89 Transport and Walking and cycling | North Saffron Contra flow cycle lane Important for £125,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Walden (Debden Road) (CY.32) - placemaking contributions / Essex - Long
oo Provide a contra-flow cycle potentially other County Term
lane between London Road funding such as Council
and Mount Pleasant Road bids
(Dependant on scheme
TM.17)
T40 Transport and Walking and cycling | North Saffron Pedestrian Crossings Important for £300,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Walden (WK.04) — major junctions placemaking contributions / Essex - Long
(town wide): Provide raised potentially other County Term
tables and widen the funding such as Council
crossing points for bids
pedestrians
T41 Transport and Walking and cycling | South Great WC.01 - Develop Essential £1,500,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow continuous traffic free cycle contributions / Essex - Long
route between the potentially other County Term
development and the town funding such as Council
centre via the River bids
Chelmer.
T42 Transport and Walking and cycling | South Great WC.02 - Develop shared Essential £2,000,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow use path via Church Street contributions / Essex - Long
in Church End, then south- potentially other County Term
west along Church Street funding such as Council
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services, bike scheme hire,
cycle parking and
potentially the electric car-
club. The ‘hub’ will have
connections to the walking
and cycling infrastructure

bids

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
the Great Dunmow
Recreation Ground and
The Causeway.
T43 Transport and Walking and cycling | South Great WC.03 - Provide signalised | Essential £250,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow crossing of Church End contributions / Essex - Long
and narrow the potentially other County Term
carriageway to one lane to funding such as Council
enable a segregated bids
shared-use path
connection to an off-road
route parallel to the river.
T44 Transport and Walking and cycling | South Great WC.04 - Reduce the speed | Essential £50,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Uttlesford Dunmow limit on Broadway from contributions / Essex - Long
60mph to 30mph in potentially other County Term
stretches where proposed funding such as Council
strategic allocations are bids
U and introduce street
QD lighting and speed
Q reduction features.
(us Transport and Walking and cycling | South Takeley Cycle route to Stansted Essential £5,500,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
[ERY movement Uttlesford Airport interchange - contributions / Essex - Long
o Delivery of a cycle route potentially other Highways, Term
© along Parsonage Road and funding such as Stansted
into, and across, the airport bids Airport
site. The route is circa
1.8km long and will require
a number of at grade
crossings of airport access
roads
T46 Transport and Walking and cycling | Stansted Stansted Provide a fully segregated Essential £2,000,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | and continuous cycle link contributions / Essex - Long
and between the sites and the Department of County Term
Elsenham station. Transport Active Council
Travel Funding
T47 Transport and Walking and North Saffron A multi-modal mobility / Essential £50,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement cycling, public Uttlesford Walden transport hub providing contributions / Essex - Long
transport travel choice information potentially other County Term
with access to bus funding such as Council
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
on the site and be located
close to local services.
T48 Transport and Walking and North Saffron Provision of shared mobility | Essential £500,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement cycling, public Uttlesford Walden scheme including e-car contributions / Essex - Long
transport, roads clubs, e-bike hire and other potentially other County Term
interventions within funding such as Council
proposed strategic bids
allocations
T49 Transport and Walking and South Great A multi-modal mobility / Important for £50,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement cycling, public Uttlesford Dunmow transport hub providing placemaking contributions / Essex - Long
transport, roads travel choice information potentially other County Term
mv) with access to bus funding such as Council
Q services, bike scheme hire, bids
(@] cycle parking and
D potentially the electric car-
= club. The ‘hub’ will have
= connections to the walking
o and cycling infrastructure
on the site and be located
close to local services.
T50 Transport and Walking and South Great Provision of shared mobility | Essential £500,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement cycling, public Uttlesford Dunmow scheme including e-car contributions / Essex Medium
transport, roads clubs, e-bike hire and other potentially other County Term
interventions within funding such as Council
proposed strategic bids
allocations
T51 Transport and Walking and South Takeley A multi-modal mobility / Essential £50,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement cycling, public Uttlesford transport hub providing contributions Essex - Long
transport, roads travel choice information County Term
with access to bus Council
services, bike scheme hire,
cycle parking and
potentially the electric car-
club. The ‘hub’ will have
connections to the walking
and cycling infrastructure
on the site and be located
close to local services.
T52 Transport and Walking and South Takeley A multi-modal mobility hub Essential £50,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Medium
movement cycling, public Uttlesford will be provided on the contributions Essex - Long
transport, roads employment allocation County Term
A120 Stortford Road. Council
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contract (type C) for rural
areas.

Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
T53 Transport and Walking and South Takeley Takeley through-route - Essential TBC | Not committed Part of Developers, Medium
movement cycling, public Uttlesford Policy requirement for a development cost Essex - Long
transport, roads new multi-modal through County Term
route between Stortford Council
Road and Parsonage
Road, to serve as the main
access through the
strategic site
T54 Transport and Walking and South Takeley Provision of shared mobility | Essential £1,000,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement cycling, public Uttlesford scheme including e-car contributions Essex Medium
transport, roads clubs, e-bike hire and other County Term
interventions within Council
proposed strategic
allocations
T55 Transport and Walking and Stansted Elsenham Provision of shared mobility | Essential £170,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement cycling, public Mountfitchet scheme including e-car contributions Essex Medium
transport, roads and clubs, e-bike hire and other County Term
Elsenham interventions within Council
proposed strategic
allocations
%6 Transport and Walking and Stansted Stansted Provision of shared mobility | Essential £250,000 | Not committed Developer Developers, Short -
movement cycling, public Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | scheme including e-car contributions Essex Medium
Q transport, roads and clubs, e-bike hire and other County Term
Q Elsenham interventions within Council
@ proposed strategic
= allocations
A Utilities Broadband and District All Multiple commercial Important for TBC | Funded Mobile operator, Open Reach | TBC
= Telecomms Wide broadband projects by placemaking developer, ECC and
Open Reach and Gigaclear
Gigaclear- Both are
conducting an 'aggressive'
campaign to increase 5G
provision across Essex.
u2 Utilities Broadband and District All Essex and Herts Innovation | Important for £1,500,000 | Funded Open Reach to NHS, ECC TBC
Telecomms Wide Core- Scheme for Essex placemaking NHS premises
and Herts- aims to provide
full fibre broadband to GP
surgeries. Homes within
200m of the GP surgery
will benefit. Out of 54 sites,
15 will be in Uttlesford.
u3 Utilities Broadband and District All DCMS - project Gigabit- Important for | £5,000,000,000 | Funded Government Dept for Medium
Telecomms Wide National project- £5 billion placemaking funding Culture, Term
investment on fibre. Essex Media and
expected to be served by Sport,
BDUK issued vouchers for Building
urban areas and a cross Digital UK
regional framework (BDUK)
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
u4 Utilities Broadband and District All Super Fast for Rural Important for £9,000,000 | Funded Government ECC, mobile | Short
Telecomms Wide Businesses - This will help placemaking funding operators term
rural businesses gain
access to super fast
broadband
us Utilities Broadband and District All Super Fast Essex Phase 3 Important for £1,700,000 | Funded Government Gigaclear Short
Telecomms Wide - serving 4,600 premises placemaking funding, ECC term
with superfast broadband
u6 Utilities Broadband and District All DCMS Shared Rural Important for £1 Billion | Funded Government EE, Three Medium
Telecomms Wide Network programme to placemaking funding VMO2 and Term
level up mobile coverage Vodafone
across the UK working with
the four mobile network
operators
u7 Utilities Electricity Supply North Saffron Network reinforcement to Essential £500,000 - | Not Committed Developer costs UKPN Medium
Uttlesford Walden accommodate the needs of £1,300,000 - Long
new development - Term
additional connection to
my) Saffron Walden Primary
Q) sub station
@8 Utilities Electricity Supply South Great Network reinforcement to Essential £800,000 - | Not Committed Developer costs UKPN Medium
() Uttlesford Dunmow accommodate the needs of £2,100,00 - Long
new development - Term
!_: additional circuits
@ Utilities Electricity Supply South Takeley Network reinforcement to Essential £6,000,000 | Not Committed Developer costs UKPN Long
Uttlesford accommodate the needs of Term
new development - new
primary substation and
associated connections
u10 Utilities Electricity Supply Stansted Elsenham Network connections to Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer costs UKPN Short
Mountfitchet serve new development term
and
Elsenham
Uil Utilities Electricity Supply Stansted Stansted Network connections to Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer costs UKPN Long
Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | serve new development Term
and
Elsenham
ui2 Utilities Waste Water North Saffron Upgrades to Sewerage Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Uttlesford Walden system capacity to provide charges by Water Thames Long
for new dwellings and Companies Water, Term
employment sites Anglian
Water
u13 Utilities Waste Water South Great Upgrades to Sewerage Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Uttlesford Dunmow system capacity to provide charges by Water Thames Long
for new dwellings and Companies Water, Term
employment sites Anglian
Water
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Ref Infrastructure Infrastructure Sub | Local Plan Settlements | Description of Project Costs £ Status Funding (where Main Phase!
Category Category Spatial Project/Proposal Importance | (Indicative) (Funded/Not known) Delivery
Area (Priority: committed/TBC) Partners
Essential /
Other)
ui4 Utilities Waste Water South Takeley Upgrades to Sewerage Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Uttlesford system capacity to provide charges by Water Thames Long
for new dwellings and Companies Water, Term
employment sites Anglian
Water
uis Utilities Waste Water Stansted Stansted Upgrades to Sewerage Essential TBC | Not Committed Developer Developers, Short -
Mountfitchet | Mountfitchet | system capacity to provide charges by Water Thames Long
and for new dwellings and Companies Water, Term
Elsenham employment sites Anglian
Water
u16 Utilities Water Supply District All Provision of increased Essential TBC | Funded Developer Developers, Short -
Wide Water Supply Capacity to charges by water Affinity Long
meet demands of new companies Water Term
development through
delivery of Strategic
Resource Options
w1 Waste Landfill South Little Strategic site allocations - Important for TBC | TBC TBC Essex Long
management Uttlesford Canfield L(n)7R (Little Bullocks placemaking County Term
Farm) - Inert land fill site Council
w2 Waste Recycling South Little Strategic site allocations - Important for TBC | TBC TBC Essex Long
o management Uttlesford Canfield W32 (Crumps Farm) - Inert | placemaking County Term
ay waste recycling facility Council
@3 Waste Recycling Stansted Elsenham Strategic site allocations - Important for TBC | TBC TBC Essex Long
D management Mountfitchet W8 - Inert waste recycling placemaking County Term
N and facility Council
= Elsenham
Gy Waste Recycling North Newport Strategic site allocations - Important for TBC | TBC TBC Essex Long
management Uttlesford Quarry L(i)17R (Newport Quarry) - | placemaking County Term
Inert waste recycling facility Council
W5 Waste Recycling South All Potential amendments to Important for TBC | TBC TBC Essex TBC
management Uttlesford Saffron Walden Recycling placemaking County
Centre to increase capacity Council
W6 Waste Recycling South Great Remobilisation of Great Important for £40,000 - | TBC TBC Essex TBC
management Uttlesford Dunmow Dunmow Waste Transfer placemaking £75,000 County
station Council
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Figures

D.1 The following pages include topic-specific figures
showing the current infrastructure provision in Uttlesford
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Chapter 1: Introduction and context

Chapter 1
Introduction and context

1.1 LUC was commissioned in June 2023 to prepare the Landscape Character
Assessment for Uttlesford District Council. This study updates the 2006
landscape assessment. The study area covers the whole of the district and is
shown in Figure 1.1.

1.2 The Uttlesford Landscape Character Assessment provides a robust
evidence base to underpin the review of the Local Plan and to assist in the local
planning process. It is intended to both inform work on policy development and
development management, guiding development that is sympathetic to local
character and the qualities of the landscape. It can help inform locational
policies for strategic development as well as appropriate design and mitigation,
providing baseline evidence for more detailed Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment (LVIA). It can also provide a framework for more detailed
landscape studies and sensitivity assessments.

1.3 Wider application of the Landscape Character Assessment includes land
management, notably implementation of agri-environment schemes (including
the new Environmental Land Management Scheme — ELMS), and land use
change to achieve net zero, including opportunities for woodland creation.

1.4 In summary, the document can be used to consider landscape character
when considering any type of change. This includes opportunities for
conserving existing character, strengthening, and enhancing character as well
as opportunities to create new character.

1.5 A User Guide is provided in Appendix A.
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The role of Landscape Character
Assessment

1.6 Natural England defines landscape character as:

“a distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the
landscape that makes one landscape different from another, rather than

better or worse” [See reference 1]

1.7 Landscape character assessment is the process of identifying and
describing such variations in character across a landscape. It seeks to identify
and explain the unique combination of features and attributes (characteristics)
that make different landscapes distinctive. The landscape is the result of the
interaction between people and place which gives an area a local identity. The
‘landscape wheel’ below illustrates how the different natural, cultural, and
perceptual attributes of a landscape combine to produce character. The process
of Landscape Character Assessment is described in “An Approach to
Landscape Character Assessment” (Natural England, October 2014).

1.8 Understanding the character of place and evaluating an area’s defining
characteristics is a key component in managing growth sustainably and
ensuring that the inherent character and qualities of Uttlesford’s landscape can
continue to be appreciated. Understanding of character can be used to ensure
that any change or development does not undermine whatever is valued or
characteristic in a particular landscape and help guide positive change that
conserves, enhances, restores, or creates local character.
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Figure A: The Landscape Wheel (Natural England, 2014)
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Figure 1.1: Location of Uttlesford

Figure 1.1: Study boundary and location Uttlesford LCA update
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Policy context

The European Landscape Convention

1.9 The European Landscape Convention (ELC) came into force in the UK in
March 2007. It establishes the need to recognise landscape in law; to develop
landscape policies dedicated to the protection, management and planning of
landscapes; and to establish procedures for the participation of the public and
other stakeholders in the creation and implementation of landscape policies.
The ELC definition of ‘landscape’ recognises that all landscapes matter, be they
ordinary, degraded, or outstanding:

"Landscape means an area, as perceived by people, whose character is
the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors."

1.10 The ELC puts emphasis on the whole landscape and all its values and is
forward looking in its approach, recognising the dynamic and changing
character of landscape. Specific measures promoted by the ELC of direct
relevance to this study include:

B the identification and assessment of landscape; and

B improved consideration of landscape in existing and future sectoral and
spatial policy and regulation.

1.11 This Landscape Character Assessment builds on the 2006 Uttlesford
Landscape Character Assessment and has regard for local landscape studies
within the district, and landscape studies for adjacent authorities. This updated
Landscape Character Assessment helps to reaffirm the importance of
landscape, coordinate existing work and guide future work to protect, manage
and plan the landscape.
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National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

1.12 The revised NPPF, published in July 2021, states in paragraph 174 that:

Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the

natural and local environment by:

a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or
geological value and soils (in a manner commensurate with their statutory

status or identified quality in the development plan);

b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the
wider benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services — including the
economic and other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land,

and of trees and woodland.

1.13 The NPPF is supported by Planning Practice Guidance which recognises
the role that Landscape Character Assessment plays in helping to understand
the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape. This assessment for
Uttlesford provides evidence to help protect valued landscape and recognise
the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside.

Local policies

1.14 The new Uttlesford Local Plan will be delivered by the summer of 2024.
This landscape character assessment will form a sound evidence base to
support landscape policy in the local plan.
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Relationship to published landscape
studies

1.15 Landscape Character Assessment can be undertaken at a variety of
scales and levels of detail. The Uttlesford Landscape Character Assessment is
part of a hierarchy of landscape character assessment information cascading
down from the national to the local level.

National level

1.16 At a national level, England is divided into 159 distinct National Character
Areas (NCAs). Each is defined by a unique combination of landscape,
biodiversity, geodiversity, history, and cultural and economic activity. There are
descriptive profiles available for each NCA setting out information on landscape
character, changes in the landscape and an assessment of ecosystem services
delivered (Natural England, 2014) [See reference 2].

1.17 Uttlesford is covered by two NCAs:

B NCA 86 South Suffolk and North Essex Clayland covers the majority of
the district. It is an ancient landscape of wooded arable countryside, on a
gently undulating chalky boulder clay plateau, with numerous small-scale
river valleys that dissect the plateau.

B NCA 87 East Anglian Chalk covers the north of the district. It is a narrow
chalk ridge of smooth, rolling chalkland hills, generally under cereal
production.

1.18 National landscape character areas within and surrounding Uttlesford
district are illustrated on Figure 1.3.
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Figure 1.2: National Character Areas

Figure 1.2: National Character Areas Uttlesford LCA update
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Chapter 2
Method

Approach

2.1 This Landscape Character Assessment follows the method promoted by
Natural England through ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment’
(2014) [See reference 3], which embeds the principles of the European
Landscape Convention (ELC) within it.

Process of assessment

2.2 The process for undertaking the study involved the following key stages:
B Review & baseline data collation;
B Desk-based study to update the LCA,;
B Field survey; and

B Draft and final reporting.

2.3 The initial desk-based stage involved the collation of a wide range of up-to-
date mapped information to ‘sense-check’ the existing landscape classifications
and to update the baseline. Designations relating to cultural heritage, nature
conservation and landscape were checked for any changes since the original
LCA. Data used within the report, including data collated in the GIS database is
shown in Appendix C.

2.4 The field survey involved checking key characteristics, collect perceptual
information, take photographs and observe forces for change.
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Outputs

2.5 This Landscape Character Assessment is presented by Landscape
Character Area (LCA), arranged within their respective Landscape Character
Types (LCT). These are provided in Chapter 5.

2.6 Each LCT section begins with an overview map showing the location of the
LCT within the district and provides a very short description of the type.

2.7 The individual LCA profiles are structured as follows:

B A location map (1:25,000 scale) which shows the extent of the LCA and its
relationship with other LCAsS;

B Representative photographs of the area,;

B Key characteristics in bullet point format, providing a thorough description
of the character of the LCA;

B A description of the natural influences on the landscape including
designated habitats;

B A description of the most significant cultural influences in the landscape
including designated cultural heritage assets;

B A description of the most significant perceptual and aesthetic influences in
the landscape;

B An evaluation comprising:

m Landscape qualities — the landscape features and qualities that are
particularly valued for their contribution to landscape character, i.e. if
any one of these attributes ceased to exist it would change the
character to the detriment of the landscape;

m Forces for change acting on the landscape;

m  An overall landscape strategy to guide the future direction of the
landscape based on opportunities for conservation, restoration,
enhancement and creation; and

Uttlesford Landscape Character AS2g8@@cho4 14



Chapter 2: Method

m  Guidance on how the strategy can be achieved to ensure future
change respects local character. The guidelines can be considered as
part of development management, for example guiding mitigation or
enhancement, or influencing wider land management decisions for the
rural environment.
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Chapter 3
Formative influences

3.1 This chapter summarises the main physical and cultural influences that
have shaped the landscape of Uttlesford district. The detailed description of
different LCTs, that appear in Chapter 5 of this report, highlight the key
characteristics (both positive and negative) and valued attributes that are of
most significance to the landscape concerned.

3.2 The landscape of the district has evolved through the interaction of the
natural environment and human activities, through the combination of physical
and cultural influences. Physical influences such as geology and landform,
together with the pattern of settlement and land use are key determinants of
landscape character.

Physical influences

3.3 The physical components of the landscape have the most tangible and
fundamental influences upon its character, being the most permanent and least
changeable aspect of its appearance. The underlying geology creates the
‘backbone’ of the landscape. The actions of weathering, erosion and deposition
alter the landform, consequently influencing hydrological patterns and affecting
the nature of soil conditions. This affects how humans have used and continue
to exploit the landscape for agriculture, settlement, and industry and,
consequently, influences the nature of the vegetation and fauna that the
landscape can support.

Geology

3.4 The oldest rocks in Uttlesford were laid down between 440 and 360 million
years ago. The underlying geology is split into two distinct regions. To the
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south, the majority of the district is underlain by the clays, silts and sands of the
London Clay Formation formed during the Palaeogene period. The north of the
district is underlain by chalk Formations, formed during the Cretaceous period,
which form a series of low hills. Between these two main bedrock types, a
narrowband of clay, silt and sand of the Thanet Formation and Lambeth Group
runs from Stansted Mountfitchet through Thaxted and Little Sampford. Bedrock
geology is shown in Figure 3.1.

3.5 Overlying this bedrock are a number of different geological layers that have
formed and undergone erosion through marine, fluvial and glacial processes
between 135 million years ago to the present to form the present rock structure.
The superficial geology is dominated by the deposition of glacial tills, gravels
and sands laid down during the Quaternary Period when the area was
subjected to periodic ice advances and retreats as the climate cooled and
warmed. This led to a complex mix of glacial, proglacial and periglacial deposits
overlying each other, forming gently undulating hills and valleys with a
corresponding mixture of soils and vegetation cover. Along the river courses
alluvial sand and gravels provide well-drained fertile soils on undulating valleys.
Superficial geology is shown in Figure 3.2.

3.6 The majority of soils within the district are lime-rich loamy and clayey, with
impeded drainage, and have high natural fertility. In the north around Saffron
Walden and Great Chesterford soils are lime-rich and have a reduced natural
fertility; while Great Dunmow and Stebbing are slightly acid and have low
natural fertility. The majority of the district is classified as Grade 2 (very good)
soils, with Grade 3 (good) along the course of the Rivers Chelmer, Cam and
Stort. Agricultural Land Classification is shown in Figure 3.3.

Landform and hydrology

3.7 The landform is generally rolling, generally between 70 metres and 100
metres. The highest altitudes are in the north-west, reaching 130 metres, where
the chalk hills outcrop as an extension of the Chilterns. Slopes are less steep in
the south and south-east of the district, to the west of Saffron Walden.
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3.8 Uttlesford has a large intricate network of rivers and streams, which largely
run north-south. Principal watercourses within Uttlesford are the Cam, Chelmer,
Pant, Pincey Brook, Roding, Stansted Brook and Stort. Most of the rivers run to
the Thames river basin or towards the North Sea; only the Cam flows northward
into Cambridgeshire. To the north the valleys become steeper and more deeply
cut. The topography and drainage pattern are shown in Figure 3.4.

Land cover and ecological character

3.9 The rural landscape is predominantly used for arable agriculture, with some
improved pasture on flat or gently undulating land. The rich soils are intensively
cultivated, and large cereal fields are a major feature of the landscape. The
arable field margins occasionally support uncommon plants such as cornflower,
broad-leaved cudweed, corn cleavers and shepherd’s needle.

3.10 There are significant areas of remaining semi-natural habitat that make an
important contribution to the area’s distinctive character. The presence and
distribution of these habitats is strongly influenced by geology and landform,
and include woodland, grassland, freshwater and open water habitats. Many
sites where these habitats occur are nationally designated as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), National Nature Reserves (NNR) at Hatfield Forest
and Hales Wood, or locally designated as Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) or Local
Nature Reserves (LNR). Nature conservation designations are shown on
Figure 3.5.

3.11 Woodlands are scattered across the district, with the largest continuous
area at Hatfield Forest. Hatfield Forest is designated as a SSSI and NNR. It is
the last small Royal Forest to remain virtually intact in character and
composition. Ancient woodland, practically all of which have been coppiced
since medieval times or earlier, is found throughout the district on the various
soil types. They provide valuable habitats for invertebrates, dormouse and
breeding birds. Many of the areas of ancient woodland are ancient Pedunculate
Oak-Hornbeam coppice with standards. Woodland coverage is shown on
Figure 3.6.
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3.12 There are a number of broad types of grassland determined by the plant
species, which are largely influenced by the soil type and underlying geology. A
lot of the grassland has been drained and agriculturally improved for pasture,
but some remnant semi-natural grasslands of conservation importance remain.
These include two small areas of calcareous grassland on the chalk hills at
Debden Water SSSI near Newport, and a further small area of calcareous
grassland as well as unimproved neutral grassland at Ashdon Meadows SSSI
near Saffron Walden.

3.13 Hedgerows are important landscape and ecological features, linking
woodland blocks and integrating them with areas of farmland, as well as
providing a valuable, complex wildlife habitat. Hedgerows also line most rural
lanes, and alongside the species-rich verges and hedgebanks can be diverse
reservoirs of native wildflowers. Hedgerow management varies, creating
different character and visual effects where they have been over-trimmed,
rejuvenated, dense and well managed or tall and overgrown.

3.14 There is relatively little recorded wetland habitat in Uttlesford. Open water
habitat in rivers and streams are found throughout the district. Many have been
modified for flood alleviation or drainage. The rivers support a varied aquatic
and emergent flora and scarce plants. Chalk streams and rivers in the north of
the district, which rise from the chalk aquifer, are particularly rich in species. A
number of animal species occur in the rivers, including the freshwater pea
mussel, the white clawed crayfish, otters and water voles. The river corridors
also provide rich foraging habitats for many of the ten species of bat recorded in
East of England.

Uttlesford Landscape Character Assedaia@f 159 19



Chapter 3: Formative influences

Figure 3.1: Bedrock geology
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Figure 3.2: Superficial geology
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Figure 3.3: Agricultural Land Classification
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Figure 3.4: Watercourses and topography
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Figure 3.5: Nature conservation designations
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Figure 3.6: Woodland coverage
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Cultural influences

3.15 Uttlesford contains a wealth of archaeological sites, monuments and
historic assets that reflect a long history of human settlement. These assets,
many of which are statutorily designated, play a large part in defining the
character of the landscape and the individuality of particular settlements.

3.16 There are 72 Scheduled Monuments covering prehistoric to modern
periods, and 36 Conservation Areas, which vary in size from Saffron Walden to
country estates and tiny villages. Approximately 3,700 listed buildings display a
variety of styles representative of the best of architectural and historic designs
from many centuries. There are also seven Registered Parks and Gardens, and
numerous locally important parks and gardens. Cultural heritage designations
are shown on Figure 3.7. This chapter is based on the Uttlesford District
Historic Environment Characterisation Project (2009) [See reference 4].

Prehistoric (700,000 BCE -45 CE)

3.17 The first evidence of human occupation and activity in Uttlesford is from
the warmer inter-glacial periods. Flint tools have been discovered from the
Palaeolithic (500,000 — 10,000 BCE), largely in the gravels of the river valleys.
These may have been preferred areas for early hunter-gatherers, or it may be
that finds have survived better in the gravel conditions. The district was largely
covered in wildwood forests at this period. Mesolithic (c.8000 BCE) finds
indicate that Uttlesford was occupied during this period, with the river valleys
providing focal points and possible routeways into the district.

3.18 During the Neolithic period (4000 — 2200 BCE) agriculture began, at first
only augmenting rather than replacing the existing hunter-gather economy, land
management practices dramatically altered, and probably involved increased
clearance of woodland and more permanent settlement. Excavations have
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found evidence of flint-knapping, pottery and possible sarsen stones at Newport
and Stansted.

3.19 The Bronze Age (2200 — 700 BCE) saw an increase in the size and social
complexity of communities, and, notably, the first use of metalworking which
allowed significant clearance of woodland and increase in agriculture. Many
cropmark ring-ditches, the remains of early and middle Bronze Age barrows,
have been identified across the district. By the Late Bronze Age (c 1000 BCE)
the economy was fully agricultural, and evidence of the first definite settlements
date to this period, including sites on the present location of Stansted Airport
and the M11.

3.20 During the Iron Age (800 BCE — 45 CE) settlement developed rapidly. The
area formed the border between the Iron Age tribes of the Trinovantes and the
Catuvellauni. Excavations and aerial photography indicate that settlement was
widespread across the district, not just in the river valleys. Hillforts are the
largest surviving monuments in the landscape from this period, including Ring
Hill Camp in Littlebury, which sits on the summit of a hill overlooking the River
Cam.

Roman (43 — 410 CE)

3.21 Great Chesterford was the second largest walled Roman settlement in
Essex. It began as a fort, and was replaced by a large and apparently planned
town. A wall was built in the 4™ century surrounding most of the settlement.
Other Roman settlements were located at Great Dunmow and Leaden Roding,
while smaller villas and farmsteads were located along the Roman roads
towards Colchester and Harlow. Forts within the region may have been
established after 60 CE in the aftermath of the Boudican rebellion.
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Anglo-Saxon (410 — 1066 CE)

3.22 Saxon occupiers reused earlier settlements in Uttlesford, and also built
new towns around, but at a distance from, the former Roman towns, which is
probably not an accident. It seems to be an acknowledgement of the strategic
importance of river confluences and the significance of the former Roman town,
together with a desire to keep at a distance from them.

3.23 The present distribution of settlements, including church and hall sites, was
already in place by the end of the Saxon period, as shown by their inclusion in
the Domesday Book (1086).

Medieval (1066 — 1540 CE)

3.24 Motte and Bailey castles from the early-medieval period can still be seen at
Saffron Walden and Stansted Mountfitchet and were probably established on
unsettled sites by the new Norman lords.

3.25 Saffron Walden thrived as a centre for saffron production and the cloth
trade, while Thaxted had a thriving cutlery industry. Many of the smaller
settlements including Hatfield Broad Oak, Newport and Thaxted retain much of
their original medieval extent and appearance.

3.26 The settlement pattern was essential dispersed, with numerous farmsteads
and moated sites, and church/hall complexes and greens forming focal points.
The historic, winding and often sunken lanes which cross the district also mostly
date from the Medieval period. Deer parks, hunting forests and parkland
developed during the Saxon and medieval periods. Hatfield Forest is the best-
preserved Royal hunting forest in Britain, first created for Henry | around 1100.

3.27 While the 13™ century was a time of great prosperity and agricultural
expansion, the 14" century was beset by economic and social unrest, poor
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harvests, wars, epidemics and rebellion. Many more marginal settlements were
abandoned, never to be re-occupied.

3.28 Religious structures are some of the most striking features of the medieval
landscape to survive, including parish churches, monastic establishments and
religious houses. Leez Priory, south of Felsted, was one of 11 Augustinian
houses in Essex, and contains all the main elements including remains of outer
court buildings, foundations and fishponds.

Post-medieval and Industrial (1540 CE to
present)

3.29 The 17" century brought the creation of large parks and landscape
gardens, many of which were built on the early estates of the medieval period.
These were usually set within parkland landscapes, such as Audley End House
and designed in formal styles influenced by the fashions of continental Europe.
By the 18" century the towns were expanding with new trade, the prosperity of
which can be seen in some of the buildings such as the churches and the Town
Halls. This wealth came from wool and silk, however much of the trade and
wealth went to neighbouring Colchester.

3.30 Railways were built across the district in the Victorian time, providing
increased access to the towns and resulting industrialisation, although
industries were largely based on agriculture. The main trades included maltings,
breweries, tanneries, brickworks and textiles. The majority of the railway lines
have since been decommissioned.

3.31 The modern period saw a change in the nature and scale of agriculture
and altered the landscape structure through the amalgamation of smaller fields,
and widespread removal of hedgerows. Characteristic barns and agricultural
buildings were converted to housing. Airfields and defence lines built during the
Second World War are also more recent additions to the landscape.
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Figure 3.7: Cultural heritage designations

Figure 3.7: Cultural heritage designations Uttlesford LCA update
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Perceptual influences

3.32 The overall perception of Uttlesford is of a rural district, with a strong
agricultural influence, and limited settlement, despite its proximity to Cambridge
and London.

3.33 Settlements are largely concentrated in the south of the district along the
A120 between Bishop’s Stortford and Braintree. Limited trunk roads and railway
connections, particularly in the north and east of the district result in a
surprisingly remote character in places.

3.34 The M11, A120 and Stansted Airport have the largest modern influence on
the local landscape character, and locally reduce perceptions of tranquillity.
However, the Countryside Protection Zone (CPZ) policy has ensured that
Stansted Airport remains ‘an airport in the countryside’, and its visual influence
is limited. The most tranquil areas of the district are in the east, north and west,
as shown on Figure 3.8.

3.35 Stansted Airport is the greatest source of light pollution with the district.
The south belt of the district is impacted by the airport, A120 and large towns
and village including Great Dunmow. Other light sources across the district are
the main towns and villages and the M11. Very dark skies are found in small
pockets in the north-east and north-west, as shown on Figure 3.9.
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Figure 3.8: Tranquillity

Figure 3.8: Tranquillity Uttlesford LCA update LUC
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Figure 3.9: Dark night skies

Figure 3.9: Dark night skies Uttlesford LCA update LUC
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Chapter 4
Forces for change and issues

4.1 Uttlesford’s landscape is constantly changing through human activity and
natural processes. The cumulative effects of these processes can considerably
alter the character of the landscape.

4.2 The individual Landscape Character Area (LCA) profiles include reference
to key pressures, past, present and future, derived from a review of relevant
information relating to land use, agricultural trends and development pressures.
The main pressures that have potential to influence the landscape character of
Uttlesford are set out below.

Climate change

4.3 Climate change is a major pressure on rural landscapes and is likely to
result in increasingly unpredictable weather with hotter drier summers, more
intense rainfall and longer dry periods resulting in the need for agriculture to
adapt to grow different crops and develop more flexible and responsive land
management practices. Hotter summers and increases in temperatures could
result in increased demands for agricultural irrigation. Responses to climate
change may also result in pressure for development of renewable energy.

4.4 Climate change resulting in more extreme weather could alter the species
composition of existing species-rich woodlands and hedgerows, favouring
species with lower water demand. Increasing incidences of pathogens may
change the species mix of woodlands and higher temperatures and prolonged
drought are likely to put woodlands under further stress and increase the risk of
wildfires.

4.5 Climate change is also likely to affect other important semi-natural habitats,
particularly river and wetland habitats throughout the district. This will include
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water shortages in summer and increased water flows and flooding in winter,
causing potential damage to habitats and species. These changes may
manifest themselves within the natural environment through changes in habitats
and a decline of flora and fauna which are unable to adapt quickly enough to
the changing conditions. Longer drier summers may affect dry grassland and
increase the risk of fire. The changing seasons may also disturb migrating birds
and invertebrates, as there will be an increasing mismatch in timing of the
arrival of migratory species and food sources, affecting neutral grassland and
woodland as well as intertidal habitats.

4.6 River valleys are at high risk of flooding from watercourses. Measures to
provide flood protection may lead to conflict between defences and wildlife
value. Increased frequency of flooding can lead to increased runoff of pollutants
from the land. Conversely, hotter and drier summers result in lower summer
river flows, which means there is less water available for dilution and dispersion
of pollutants such as nutrients and contaminated sediments. The risk of
eutrophication and algal blooms increases the longer nutrients remain in a
water body.

4.7 Uttlesford District Council declared a climate and ecological emergency on
30 July 2019. It is committed to achieving net-zero carbon status for council
owned property by 2030 and protecting and enhancing biodiversity. The Climate
Crisis Strategy 2021-2030 sets a clear direction for the council for tackling the
climate crisis. Mitigation and adaption to climate change, to achieve net-zero, is
also changing the landscape. This includes the demand for renewable energy
including new solar installations, wind farms, and associated grid connections.

Agricultural change

4.8 Changes in agricultural practices result in the need for farmers to diversify
their operations to remain economically viable. In Uttlesford this has resulted in
intensive arable farming and amalgamation of fields, which has changed the
pattern and texture of the landscape. A decline in the traditional management of
some field boundaries has led to fragmented or lost hedgerows and lost
hedgerow trees. This erodes the underlying pattern of the landscape and has
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also contributed to the fragmentation of semi-natural habitats and reductions in
biodiversity. A reduction in traditional pasture grazing of sheep and cattle, and
an increase in horse grazing also alters the landscape character of the district.

Development pressure

4.9 Uttlesford is a rural district, however it is still subject to pressure for
development and accompanying infrastructure, particularly major housing
development. This poses a challenge, and potential opportunities, for the
existing landscape character.

4.10 UDC have indicated that housing development is likely to come forward in
allocations around Great Dunmow, Takeley and Priors Green, Stansted
Mountfitchet, Thaxted, Newport, and Saffron Walden.

4.11 While these sites have not been formally approved at the time of writing,
and may be subject to change, these allocations have been mapped to show
the potential future growth in Uttlesford. This LCA has not sought to presuppose
the final layout of these allocations. It recognises that within the boundaries
large areas will not be developed for residential use, but will form important
areas for open space, Suitable Alternative Natural Green Spaces (SANGS) and
other amenity uses. Such areas will play an important role in shaping and
defining the landscape in and around the urban areas.

4.12 Away from the main settlements, there is a characteristic pattern of
dispersed, small rural settlement, often set around traditional village greens.
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Chapter 5

Landscape character of Uttlesford

5.1 This landscape classification identifies 3 generic landscape character types
(LCTs), each representing a distinct identity and common geology, topography,

land use and cultural pattern, listed in Table 5.1 and illustrated in Figure 5.1.

5.2 The LCTs are subdivided into local landscape character areas (LCAS),

which are discrete geographic areas that possess the characteristics described

for the landscape type, but have recognisable local identity. The classification
identifies 19 LCAs, listed below and shown on Figure 5.2.

LCT A River Valley includes:

B Al Cam

B A2 Stort

B A3 Pant

B A4 Upper Chelmer

LCT B Farmland Plateau includes:

B1 Ashdon
B2 Hempstead
B3 Debden
B4 Thaxted
B5 Broxted
B6 Lindsell

B7 Hatfield Forest
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B B8 Stebbing Green
B B9 Roding
B B10 Barnston

B Bl11 Felsted

LCT C Chalk Upland includes:

B C1 Elmdon
B C2 Arkesden
B C3 Langley

B C4 Berden

5.3 It is important to note that boundaries between one LCT or LCA and the
next are transitional and there is rarely a clearcut change ‘on the ground’.

5.4 This assessment has been mapped at a scale of 1:25,000 which provides
an appropriate level of detail for the landscape character assessment at the
strategic district scale. In considering any change in one character area the
impact on views to/ from and the character of neighbouring areas should also
be considered.
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Figure 5.1: Landscape Character Types of Uttlesford district
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Figure 5.2: Landscape Character Areas in Uttlesford

Figure 5.2: Landscape Character Areas Uttlesford LCA update LUC
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Landscape Character Type A: River
Valleys

Figure 5.3: Location of LCT A River Valleys
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5.5 The key characteristics of this Landscape Character Type (LCT) are:

B U-shaped or shallow landform which dissects boulder clay or chalky till
plateau.

B Main river valley served by several tributaries.
B Flat or gently undulating valley floor.

B Contrast between intimate and wooded character on the valley floor and
open character on valley sides.

B Settlement concentrated on the valley sides.
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5.6 The following Landscape Character Areas (LCAS) are located within the
River Valley LCT:

B Al Cam River Valley
B A2 Stort River Valley
B A3 Pant River Valley

B A4 Upper Chelmer River Valley
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LCA Al: Cam River Valley

Location and summary

5.7 This character area consists of a broad, rolling and open river valley drained
by the River Cam and its tributaries, Debden Water and Wicken Water.
Settlement is concentrated in Saffron Walden, which lies in the east.

5.8 Located in the north of the district, it is defined by the extent of the valley as
it cuts through the chalky uplands to the north west and the clayland plateau to
the south east. It extends from the Cambridgeshire-Essex border in the north to
Newport at the M11 and the B1383 intersection. Saffron Walden is excluded
from the assessment, as a larger urban area.

Figure 5.4: Location of A1 Cam River Valley
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Figure 5.5: Typical view of the LCA: Rolling arable fields with
small woodland blocks

S e

Key characteristics

Geology, soils, topography and drainage

B A U-shaped valley of rolling, open farmland.

B The narrow river corridors of the Cam and its tributaries, Debden Water
and Wicken Water wind through the rolling landform.

B A bedrock of chalky boulder clay gives rise to fertile soils.
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Land use and field patterns

B A landscape dominated by intensive arable farmland with some grazing
pasture along the eastern slopes surrounding settlements.

B A large-scale regular field pattern reflecting late enclosure and later
agricultural intensification. Fields are enclosed by low hedges, often
fragmented, drainage ditches and occasional trees.

Trees and woodland cover

B An open landscape with limited tree cover except for small copses and
riparian trees along the well-vegetated riverbanks.

B Areas of ancient woodland usually occur as large regular blocks
associated with historic parks and gardens.

Semi-natural habitats and biodiversity

B Small deciduous woodlands, unimproved grassland and fen habitats,
some along road verges, provide variety within the intensively farmed
landscape, most of which are designated as Local Wildlife Sites.

B Open water and lakeside habitats at Debden Water (SSSI) as well as
the riverside habitats and meadows along the Cam and its tributaries
are important for biodiversity.

Historic landscape character

B The landscape forms an immediate backdrop to the ancient town of
Saffron Walden which dominates the eastern slopes of the valley.

B Historic field patterns include large common-fields of the
Cambridgeshire and Midland type enclosed by post-medieval
agreements and parliamentary enclosure act.

B Several historic designed landscapes are found along the river valley
including the 18™ century landscape park at Audley End.

B Locally distinctive building styles and materials including red brick, flint
walls and thatched or tiled roofs, create a strong local vernacular.
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Settlement, transport pattern and rights of way

B A well-settled landscape, with dispersed small villages and large farms
located on the valley sides. Settlements are connected by busy roads.

B The valley serves as a crucial north-south transportation route for road
and rail. The M11 runs along the western side of the valley.

B A network of footpaths includes the promoted routes of Saffron Trail and
Harcamlow Way.

B The area is well-used for recreation, with visitors to Audley End and
canoeing on the river.

Views and perceptual qualities

B An open landscape with wide cross-valley views from higher ground,
sometimes framed by distant woodlands and copses. Views in the
wooded river valley are more intimate.

B The church tower at Saffron Walden forms a distinctive landmark
feature.

B Tranquillity is impacted locally by traffic noise on the M11 and larger
roads and the railway line, and in proximity to the larger settlements.

Landscape character description

Natural influences

5.9 Broad rolling, open farmland that rises from around 40 metres AOD on the
valley floor to its highest point at 110 metres AOD at Chesterford Research
Park. The River Cam, also known as the River Granta, rises near Widdington
just south of the character area and flows in a north-west direction into the
character area via Newport and Great Chesterford.
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5.10 The character area is located on the New Pit Chalk Formation and
Holywell Nodular Chalk Formation bedrock of chalky boulder clay, and overlain
by a mosaic of Alluvium, River Terrace, Head, and glacial diamicton superficial
deposits. The resulting soil is loamy and clayey floodplain soils with naturally
high groundwater, and freely draining lime-rich and base-rich soils. These soils
are generally classified as Grade 2 (very good) and Grade 3 (good) agricultural
land. Small-scale mineral extraction was once common, and disused clay pits
and chalk pits can be seen on the lower slopes.

5.11 Due to the fertile soils, the landscape is mostly in arable cultivation. The
field pattern is regular, bounded by low-clipped hedgerows, often fragmented,
with occasional trees and scrubs. The eastern slopes are characterised by
regular large-scale fields with some grazing pastures, whilst on the western
slopes field boundaries are typically organic in shape.

5.12 The resulting landscape is open, with only small scattered woodland
blocks (including ancient woodland) and copses. Tree and woodland cover is
concentrated along the Cam, on the western valley slopes, and within a series
of historic parks (Shortgrove, Audley End and Chesterford). The majority of
these woodlands are priority habitat deciduous woodland. Some woodlands are
classed as ancient woodland, with some plantations replanted with conifers.

5.13 Among the intensive farmland area are small patchworks of semi-natural
habitats, including unimproved grassland or fen and wetland, many designated
as LWS. Debden Water is designated nationally as a SSSI for its range of
habitat types including tall fen, unimproved neutral grassland and species-rich
calcareous grassland. Small areas of priority habitat floodplain grazing marsh
are recorded along the Cam between Littlebury and Little Chesterford.

Cultural influences

5.14 Evidence of historic land use is dominated by large common-fields of the
Cambridgeshire and Midland type, which developed here, a field-type that is
rare in the rest of Essex. Some of these were enclosed by agreement in the
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early post-medieval period, the remainder being enclosed in the 18" and 19"
centuries, partially as a function of the parliamentary enclosure act.

5.15 Historic settlements are generally located along the River Cam, with the

eastern slopes dominated by the historic market town of Saffron Walden. The
villages of Great Chesterford, Littlebury, Wendens Ambo and Newport feature
clusters of listed buildings and all have designated Conservation Areas.

5.16 Great Chesterford and Newport have expanded, with modern settlement
edges often exposed within the landscape. Significant commercial areas, which
are not well-integrated into the landscape are also found on the edges of Great
Chesterford and Newport, while Great Chesterford has a business park. Saffron
Walden, which is excluded from the character area, has expanded into the river
valley to the east.

5.17 Outside of the main settlements, isolated farmsteads and small hamlets
such as Little Walden, Little Chesterford and Wendens Ambo are dispersed
over the rolling farmland. They also contain clusters of listed buildings often
designated as Conservation Areas.

5.18 Colour-washed, thatched or mellow red brick houses are found throughout
the valley which enhance its visually rich heritage, and there are some
outstanding historic farm buildings, including red brick or black timber-framed
and boarded barns.

5.19 Parklands are also a characteristic feature of this landscape. The largest is
Audley End, an outstanding Jacobean manor set in 18" -century Capability
Brown designed landscape park. The parkland is covered by a Conservation
Area, is designated as a Scheduled Monument and as a Grade | Registered
Park and Garden. Landscape parks at Shortgrove Hall and Bridge Ends Garden
(part of Saffron Walden Conservation Area) are also designated as Registered
Parks and Gardens. The parkland at Chesterford Park is still evident, although it
is not designated and now in use as the Chesterford Research Park.
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5.20 The landscape has considerable time-depth, with Scheduled Monuments
showing occupation in the prehistoric era (Ring Hill camp at Littlebury), Roman
era (a fort, town and burial sites at Great Chesterford), and multiple medieval
moated sites.

5.21 The M11, the railway line and the B1383 run north—south along the
western slopes of the Cam River Valley. In contrast, the eastern slopes contain
a number of small lanes which connect the farmsteads.

5.22 A network of footpaths crosses the area, including Icknield Way, an
ancient trackway, and the promoted routes Saffron Trail and Harcamlow Way.
The river is well used by canoeists as far as Audley End.

Views and perceptual influences

5.23 This is an open and broad rolling landscape, with panoramic views across
the valley. Valley sides descend quite steeply from rolling arable fields to the
river and its tributaries, and dramatic views are possible from the ridges often
framed by distant patches of woodland and scattered copses. In places the
skyline is more denuded, with no wooded horizons.

5.24 The higher ground affords views of the towns and villages. Saffron Walden
and its distinctive church spire of St Mary the Virgin (Grade | listed) are visible in
long views across the LCA, due to its position on the higher slopes.

5.25 The river corridor is fringed by trees which delineate its shape within the
patchwork of pasture and plantation woodlands that line the valley floor. The
lower slopes of the wooded river valley floor offer intimate views.

5.26 The intimate scale of villages and towns visually contrasts with the
surrounding large-scale modern agriculture. New built residential development
has altered the north-western edges of Newport, Great Chesterford, and the
northern and eastern edge of Saffron Walden. The poorly integrated urban
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fringes of Saffron Walden and Newport, and hedgerow loss are detracting
features across the landscape.

5.27 A largely tranquil landscape, which is impacted locally by traffic noise on
the M11, B1383, B184 and railway line, and the larger settlements. There is a
good experience of dark night skies away from the settlements and major
roads, particularly in the north-east.

Landscape Evaluation

Key landscape qualities and sensitivities

5.28 The most valued attributes of this LCA, which would therefore be most
sensitive to change are summarised as:

B The patchwork pattern of pasture, well-vegetated riverbanks and lakes,
and woodland copses which sits within the open arable landscape.

B Ancient and semi-natural woodland, unimproved grasslands or fen, and
river and lakeside habitats scattered across the farmed landscape.

B Parkland landscapes with mature in-field trees provide time-depth and
diversity in the land pattern.

B The historic integrity of the landscape resulting from a traditional
settlement pattern of villages and presence of Scheduled Monuments
and numerous listed buildings.

B Recreational value of promoted public rights of way and other activities
along the river.

B The open character of the valley slopes with wide cross valley views
which contrast with intimate views on the wooded river valley floor.
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Figure 5.7: Modern residential edge of Newport

Pressures and forces for change

B Agricultural intensification leading to further loss or fragmentation of semi-
natural habitats, further decrease in hedgerows and tree cover.
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B Potential loss of riverside marshland and pastures due to agricultural
encroachment.

B Potential for pollution of the River Cam from fertiliser and pesticide run-off
from surrounding valley side and farmland plateau areas.

B Invasive species within the river and banks, including Giant Hogweed and
Himalayan Balsam altering the plant composition of the river banks.

B Recently expanded settlement edges at Great Chesterford, Saffron
Walden and Newport are exposed, and not well-integrated into the
landscape.

B Pressure for increased development on the edges of Newport and Saffron
Walden, which may be detrimental to rural landscape character and the
sense of tranquillity.

B Pressure from increased traffic on narrow lanes impacting local levels of
tranquillity and erosion of verges.

B Disruption from increased tourism particularly at Audley End.

B Further development of the Chesterford Research Park impacting the rural
character of the landscape.

B The erection of new farm buildings, which would be conspicuous on the
skyline.

B Drive for more renewable energy generation leading to demand for wind
turbines and solar farms either within or visible from the LCA.

B The landscape is susceptible to the impacts of climate change, including
higher average temperatures and drier summers, wetter winters, more
frequent winter storms and flooding leading to:

m Changes to seasonal flooding and flash floods, and an increasing
demand for flood defence activity. This could create more physical
habitat degradation and introduce potentially detracting features.

m Changes in woodland / tree species composition due to the spread of
pests/ pathogens, (particularly phytopthora pathogens and ash die-
back), including a loss of mature and veteran trees. This could also
impact native hedgerows.
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m  Changes in cropping and land use as a response to climate change
impacting the character of the farmland.

m  Drought conditions leading to crop failures, and reduced productivity
changing the character of the farmed landscape.

m Loss of veteran and mature trees within designed landscapes due to
increased storms.

Landscape Guidelines

The overall strategy for Cam River Valley LCA is to enhance the rural

character of the farmed area with its historic villages and important heritage

assets. Seek to conserve inter-valley and cross-valley views and strengthen

landscape patterns by integrating urban fringe elements, conserving semi-

natural habitats and restoring hedgerows.

Protect and conserve

Protect and conserve existing semi-natural habitats, including ancient and
semi-natural woodland, unimproved grasslands or fen, open water, river
and lakeside habitats.

Conserve and enhance existing hedgerows and restore fragmented
hedgerows.

Conserve historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges. Avoid
unsympathetic highways works, including lighting and road upgrades.

Ensure that important heritage assets (including the Scheduled
Monuments and Registered Parks and Gardens) are appropriately
managed to avoid their loss or degradation.

Conserve the local distinctiveness of historic buildings and their
contribution to landscape character, including within Great Chesterford,
Littlebury, Audley End, Wendens Ambo and Newport Conservation Areas.
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Conserve cross-valley views, especially from the lower slopes of the valley
towards the wooded valley floor.

Manage

Plan

Manage ancient and semi-natural woodland through traditional woodland
management techniques, reducing the impacts of pests and diseases,
pollutants, over-grazing and development.

Encourage regeneration of woodlands; promoting natural colonisation
adjacent to existing woodland.

Manage peak flows of traffic in tourist season, particularly near Audley
End.

Manage the recreational use of the landscape (along PRoW) which
provide informal access on linked routes through farmland.

Manage and establish arable field margins.

Enhance landscape character and local biodiversity by a programme to
create new hedgerows, grasslands and wetlands, as part of a wider
network of connected habitats.

Plan to extend riparian woodland and other wetland habitats along the
River Cam and its tributaries to form green corridors to contribute to
landscape character and nature recovery networks.

Plan tree planting and expansion or new woodland creation where
appropriate to landscape character. Use climate-hardy species and follow
‘Right Tree, Right Place’ principles.

Enhance connections between existing ancient woodlands to increase
habitat connectivity and enhance landscape character.

Plan to integrate existing urban fringe areas into the landscape, especially
the recent residential developments at the edges of Great Chesterford,
Saffron Walden and Newport.

Plan for future development on settlement edges, particularly at Saffron
Walden and Newport. Any new development should incorporate green and
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blue infrastructure links to contribute to nature recovery networks, enhance
landscape character and provide sustainable opportunities for travel,
access and recreation.

B Ensure any future residential expansion on valley sides is small-scale,
respecting the historic settlement pattern of dispersed villages and
traditional vernacular.

B Ensure that plans for modern farm buildings are sensitively located and
their impacts on the landscape mitigated through careful design and
deciduous tree planting.

B Encourage the re-use of redundant agricultural farm buildings, especially
red brick or black timber framed and boarded barns.

B Consider the introduction of reduced lighting on the B1383 and B184
roads to reduce impacts on dark skies and the rural character of the
landscape.

B Use planning and design guidelines to resist further urbanisation
particularly in the more remote unsettled landscape to the northeast.

B Consider the visual impact of new farm buildings on the valley slopes and
encourage the planting of tree groups around visually intrusive buildings.
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LCA A2: Stort River Valley

Location and summary

5.29 This character area consists of gently sloping valley landscape drained by
the River Stort. The area is rural in character and dominated by arable
farmland. Settlement and transportation links are concentrated in the south,
where the proximity of Bishops Stortford to the west of the district boundary,
and Stansted Airport to the east exert an influence on the landscape.

5.30 Located in the west of the district, the area is defined by the extent of the
River Stort valley as it cuts through the chalk uplands to the west and clayland
plateau to the east. It extends from Clavering in the north to Little Hallingbury in
the south. Stansted Mountfitchet is excluded from the assessment, as a larger
urban area.

Figure 5.8: Location of A2 Stort River Valley
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Figure 5.9: Typical view of the LCA: Rolling arable fields with
mature hedgerow trees

Key characteristics

Geology, soils, topography and drainage
B A shallow river valley drained by the upper course of the River Stort.
B The landform is gently rolling with occasional steep river valley slopes.

B The mixed underlying geology gives rise to fertile loamy and clayey
soils.

Land use and field patterns

B A landscape dominated by intensive arable agriculture. Some mixed
farming is located on lower slopes and the valley floor with horse
grazing close to settlements.
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B A small- to medium-scale regular field pattern. Fields are well-enclosed
by hedgerows with hedgerow trees, tree belts, and woodland blocks.

Trees and woodland cover

B Scattered woodland cover with small mixed woodland copses, tree belts
and woodland hangers. Woodlands are often associated with historic
parklands, with a cluster of ancient woodlands near Birchanger.

B The riverbanks are well-vegetated with shrubs and trees, creating an
intimate character.

Semi-natural habitats and biodiversity

B Deciduous woodland, unimproved grassland and wetland habitats along
the Stort, often designated as Local Wildlife Sites, provide variety within
the intensively farmed landscape.

B Little Hallingbury Marsh (SSSI) along the Stort is important for local
biodiversity.

Historic landscape character

B The historic field pattern is dominated by pre-18" century irregular fields,
linear greens and former common fields. Estate parklands are also
scattered across the area.

B Historic villages, many designated as Conservation Areas, scattered
farmsteads, moated sites and halls reflect the River Stort’s historic
importance as a site for settlement and industry.

B Locally distinctive building styles and materials including colour-washed
plaster, thatched roofs, and some mellow red brick create a strong local
vernacular.

Settlement, transport pattern and rights of way

B A well-settled landscape, with settlement concentrated in the south
around Stansted Mountfitchet and Birchanger. On the valley sides to the
north, the settlement pattern is more dispersed, with small villages and
hamlets, often along linear greens.
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B The valley provides an important transportation route. The railway, M11,
and busy trunk roads cross the south. These contrast with small, often
sunken lanes with species-rich verges in the north.

B A good network of footpaths includes the promoted route of Harcamlow
Way, Three Forests Way and Flitch Way.

Views and perceptual qualities

B Continuous views are afforded down the valley from higher ground.
Elsewhere the landscape is more enclosed by woodland and
hedgerows.

B The river is often hidden by vegetation within the landscape, with views
only possible from properties on its banks, at bridging points or fords.

B The north is more tranquil and rural, due to its distance from the M11,
Stansted Airport and the larger settlements in the south and adjacent
areas. Electricity pylons cross the landscape north of Manuden.

Landscape character description

Natural influence

5.31 Gently rolling, semi-enclosed farmland in a shallow river valley that
ascends from around 50 metres AOD on the valley floor rising to its highest
point at 100 metres AOD north of Stansted Mountfitchet.

5.32 The River Stort flows south through the landscape to Bishop's Stortford
(within Hertfordshire) and then along the western district boundary. It is only
navigable as far as Bishop’s Stortford, while in the north, above Manuden, it
flows only during periods of heavy rain. Several brooks flow into the south of the
valley, including the Little Hallingbury Brook, the Great Hallingbury Brook and
the Stansted Brook.

Uttlesford Landscape Character Assedoia@f® 199 59



LCT A: River Valleys

5.33 The character area has a mixed underlying geology and is located on the
transition from Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation and Seaford Chalk Formation in
the north to the London Clay Formation and Thanet Formation and Lambeth
Groups. It is overlain with a mosaic of Alluvium, and glacial Head and
Glaciofluvial deposits.

5.34 The resulting soil is loamy and clayey floodplain soils with naturally high
groundwater, and freely draining sandy Breckland soils. These soils are
generally classified as Grade 2 (very good) and Grade 3 (good) agricultural
land.

5.35 Due to fertile soils, land use is dominated by arable agriculture in regular
medium-sized fields. There is some mixed farming in smaller-scale fields on the
lower slopes, valley floor and near settlements, with some fields used for horse
grazing. Fields are defined by hedgerows, tree belts and woodlands. Many
hedgerows are of considerable age, although some are fragmented and
reinforced by post and rail fencing.

5.36 Woodland cover is scattered across the landscape in mostly deciduous
blocks, copses and tree belts, often associated with historic parks such as
Hallingbury and Little Hallingbury Parks and Stansted Park. A significant
proportion are designated as LWS and woodlands around Birchanger are
ancient in origin. They vary in size, with Birchanger Wood extending to 200
hectares.

5.37 A variety of grassland, and wetland habitats, often designated as LWS, line
the River Stort and the brooks in the valley. The unimproved wet grassland and
fen habitats at Little Hallingbury Marsh along the Stort are nationally designated
as SSSI.

Cultural influence

5.38 Evidence of historic land use is dominated by pre-18" century irregular
fields interspersed with linear greens and several former common fields.
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5.39 This area is characterised by scattered farmsteads, medieval moated sites,
and small villages and hamlets set along linear greens or small lanes that
demonstrate the river’s historic importance as a site for settlement and industry.

5.40 The historic villages of Great Hallingbury, Hazel End, Manuden, Bentfield
Green and Clavering feature clusters of listed buildings and are designated as
Conservation Areas. The settlement pattern varies. Nucleated villages include
Manuden, and Clavering, while Hazel End, Little Hallingbury and Great
Hallingbury are linear. Stansted Mountfitchet, which is excluded from the LCA,
has expanded to the south into the river valley.

5.41 Historic parkland landscapes are found at Elsenham Hall, Stansted Park
and the Hallingburys. The parklands contain estate woodlands, veteran trees,
and parkland fencing.

5.42 Vernacular buildings are primarily cream or white colour-washed plaster
with thatched roofs, although mellow red brick predominates in some villages
like Manuden. Historic hillforts, moats and ringworks provide evidence of past
occupation of the river valley and include Scheduled Monuments at Wallbury
Camp, Glebe House and Stansted Castle.

5.43 In the north, winding lanes and minor roads, many of ancient origin,
provide access to the scattered farmsteads. Many of these lanes are sunken,
with flower-rich verges of varying widths, sometimes tree-lined with old oaks,
and often quite peaceful. Many are designated as Protected Lanes, for their
historic, biodiversity and aesthetic values. By contrast the busy M11, A120,
A1060, B1256, and B1383 cut across the southern part of this area.

5.44 An accessible landscape with a good network of footpaths, including the
promoted route, Harcamlow Way and Three Forests Way which cross the area.
A small part of the former railway line, which connected Bishop’s Stortford and
Braintree, is now in recreational use as the Flitch Way. The Flitch Way is also
designated as an LNR. There is limited access to the river itself, except for the
towing path near Hallingbury Marina in the south.

Uttlesford Landscape Character AssesErﬁQ@ 201 61



LCT A: River Valleys

Views and perceptual influences

5.45 In the rolling valley landscape the density of the hedgerows, copses and
tree belts/woodland hangers results in a semi-enclosed landscape, with
vegetation framing views. From high ground there are open and continuous
views along the slopes and across the river valley in the north. Views of the
river valley are channelled by trees or development in the centre and south
Airport. The settlement edge of Stansted Mountfitchet is visible across the
farmlands from the north.

5.46 The narrow and heavily wooded river valley floor in the south has an
enclosed and intimate character. There are local views along the river floor of
wet meadows and tree-lined riverbanks at Gaston Green.

5.47 Church spires appear as occasional landmarks above wooded skylines.
The church at Manuden is visible across the floodplain pasture from the
Harcamlow Way. The hillfort of Wallbury Camp is also a landmark feature in the
landscape.

5.48 The character of the landscape varies between the relatively tranquil and
more rural north, with larger settlements and transport links concentrated in the
south around Stansted Mountfitchet and the Hallingburys.

5.49 Stansted Airport is a major influence on the character of the eastern part of
this area. The buildings and tower can be seen from the eastern river valley
slopes. The sound of aircraft is almost constant. The M11 / A120 junction and
service station south of Birchanger, Stansted Airport and urban fringe
development including sewage works on the edge of Bishop’s Stortford create a
more suburban character.

5.50 Noise from the M11, A120, A1060, B1256 and the B1383 (all in the south
of the area) disrupt rural tranquillity. Away from these trunk roads and the
Stansted flight path, tranquillity is moderate and there is a greater experience of
dark skies to the north of the area.

Uttlesford Landscape Character Azg@g@le%@ 2 62



LCT A: River Valleys

Landscape Evaluation

Key landscape qualities and sensitivities

5.51 The most valued attributes of this LCA, which would therefore be most
sensitive to change are summarised as:

B Ancient and semi-natural woodland, grassland and wetland habitats
scattered across the farmed landscape.

B The intimate character of the valley floor, with small linear fields of

arable farmland, fringed by wet pasture and unimproved wet grassland.

B The settlement pattern of historic villages, often located around greens,
farmsteads, moats and halls that reflect the historic importance of the
River Stort.

B Twisting, sometimes tree-lined, lanes, often of ancient origin.

B Recreational values of promoted public rights of way providing access
within the landscape.

B The semi-enclosed character of the valley due to hedgerows, tree belts
and woodlands that frame views across and out of the area.
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Figure 5.10: River Stort is often unobtrusive in the landscape
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Pressures and forces for change

Agricultural intensification leading to further loss or fragmentation of semi-
natural habitats, now limited to the hedge network, riverside wetlands and
woodland blocks.

Intensification has also led to past loss of hedgerows and decline in
hedgerow management.

Expansion of horse grazing close to settlement with fields subdivided into
paddocks by fences.

Potential for pollution of the river, marshland and ditches from fertilizer and
pesticide run-off from the surrounding valley sides and farmland plateau.

Invasive species within the river and banks, including Giant Hogweed and
Himalayan Balsam altering the plant composition of the river banks.

Development pressure on the edge of existing settlements, including
Stansted Mountfitchet and Bishop’s Stortford, which may be detrimental to
rural landscape character.

Pressure for increased traffic on narrow and minor lanes impacting local
levels of tranquillity and erosion of verges.

Potential for erection of new farm buildings on the higher ground, which
may be visually intrusive.

Visual intrusion of road traffic in the floodplain landscape, particularly
where the M11 and the A1060 cross the area.

Drive for more renewable energy generation leading to demand for wind
turbines and solar farms either within or visible from the LCA.

The landscape is susceptible to the impacts of climate change, including
higher average temperatures and drier summers, wetter winters, more
frequent winter storms and flooding leading to:

m Changes to seasonal flooding and flash floods, and an increasing
demand for flood defence activity. This could create more physical
habitat degradation and introduce potentially detracting features.
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m  Changes in woodland / tree species composition due to the spread of
pests/ pathogens, (particularly phytopthora pathogens and ash die-
back), including a loss of mature and veteran trees. This could also
impact native hedgerows.

m Loss of woodland /trees due to wind-throw and of dieback in drought
prone locations.

m  Spread of non-native and invasive species such as giant hogweed.

m  Changes in cropping and land use as a response to climate change
impacting the character of the farmland.

m  Drought conditions leading to crop failures, and reduced productivity
changing the character of the farmed landscape.

m Loss of mature trees within parkland landscapes due to increased
storms.

Landscape Guidelines

The overall strategy for Stort River Valley LCA is to enhance the rural
character of the farmed landscape with its historic villages. Seek to
conserve inter-valley and cross-valley views and strengthen landscape
patterns by integrating urban fringe elements, conserving semi-natural

habitats and restoring hedgerows and tree cover.

Protect and conserve

B Protect and conserve existing semi-natural habitats, including ancient and
semi-natural woodland, hedgerows, grasslands and wetland habitats.

B Conserve and restore historic hedgerow pattern and restore gaps in
hedgerows.

B Conserve historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges. Avoid
unsympathetic highway works, including lighting and inappropriate road
upgrades.
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Ensure that important heritage assets (including Wallbury Hill Camp and
Stansted Castle) are appropriately managed to avoid their loss or
degradation.

Conserve the local distinctiveness of historic buildings and their
contribution to landscape character, including those within Great
Hallingbury, Hazel End, Manuden, Bentfield Green and Clavering
Conservation Areas.

Conserve the intimate character of the floodplain by appropriate planting of
bankside trees.

Manage

Manage ancient and semi-natural woodland through traditional woodland
management techniques as important landscape, historical and nature
conservation sites. Where opportunities arise, encourage woodland
planting to link fragmented sites.

Strengthen and enhance marginal riverside habitats such as marshland
and pasture, reed beds and off-stream wetlands. Manage pesticide and
fertilizer run-off from surrounding farmland.

Encourage sensitive management and screening of existing horse grazing
and related activities; seek to enhance the visual appearance of grassland
managed as horse paddocks.

Manage the recreational use of the landscape (along PRoW) which
provides informal access on linked routes through farmland.

Manage visual and audible intrusion of road traffic, particularly where the
M11 and the A1060 cross the area, including through roadside tree
planting.

Plan

Enhance landscape character and local biodiversity by a programme to
create new hedgerows, grasslands and wetlands, as part of a wider
network of connected habitats.
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B Plan to extend riparian woodland and other wetland habitats along the
River Stort and the brooks to form green corridors to contribute to
landscape character and nature recovery networks.

B Plan tree planting and expansion or new woodland creation where
appropriate to landscape character. Use climate-hardy species and follow
‘Right Tree, Right Place’ principles.

B Enhance connections between existing ancient woodlands to increase
habitat connectivity and enhance landscape character.

B Plan for future development on settlement edges, particularly Stansted
Mountfitchet and Bishop’s Stortford. Any new development should
incorporate green and blue infrastructure links to contribute to nature
recovery networks, enhance landscape character and provide sustainable
opportunities for travel, access and recreation.

B Ensure any future residential expansion on the valley sides is small-scale,
respecting the historic settlement pattern of dispersed villages and
traditional vernacular.

B Ensure that plans for modern farm buildings are sensitively located and
their impacts on the landscape are mitigated through careful design and
deciduous tree planting.

B Use planning and design guidelines to resist further urbanisation,
particularly in the less settled landscape in the north. Any new
development should utilise traditional materials and building styles.

Uttlesford Landscape Character Azg@g@le%qm 68



LCT A: River Valleys

LCA A3: Pant River Valley

Location and summary

5.52 This character area is a very narrow undulating and open landscape
drained by the River Pant. A highly rural landscape, dominated by arable
farmland. Settlement is concentrated in Great Sampford and Little Sampford.

5.53 Located in the east of the district, the area is defined by the extent of the
River Pant valley as it cuts through the clayland plateau. The administrative
boundary with Braintree district forms the south-eastern boundary, although the
landscape character continues across the border.

Figure 5.12: Location of A3 Pant River Valley
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Figure 5.13: Typical view of the LCA: view across the shallow
Pant valley with woodlands providing a wooded horizon

Key characteristics

Geology, soils, topography and drainage

B A shallow, narrow river valley drained by the River Pant, with undulating
valley sides.

B The mixed underlying geology gives rise to fertile lime-rich solls.
Land use and field patterns

B A landscape dominated by intensive arable agriculture with pasture
fields along the valley floor.

B A medium- to large-scale regular field pattern, resulting from modern
amalgamation. Field boundaries are varied, and include low hedges,
occasional hedgerow trees and post and wire fencing.

Trees and woodland cover

B An open landscape, where tree cover is limited to riparian vegetation
along the river channels, and small woodland copses.
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Semi-natural habitats and biodiversity

B Small copses of deciduous woodland provide some variety within the
intensively farmed landscape. The ancient woodland at Clay Wood is
designated as a Local Wildlife Site.

Historic landscape character

B The historic field pattern of pre-18" century irregular fields is still evident,
although there has been considerable modern amalgamation.

B Great Sampford has a cluster of listed buildings, reflected in its
designation as a Conservation Area. Historic farmsteads and farm
buildings (often listed) are scattered across the landscape.

Settlement, transport pattern and rights of way

B Settlement is concentrated on the valley sides at Great Sampford and

Little Sampford. Small farmsteads are located on higher ground, along
the B1053.

B Road access is limited, especially in the north. A network of public

footpaths crosses the valley, connecting to the surrounding farmland
plateau.

Views and perceptual qualities

B Open views across the gently meandering valley contrast with enclosed
views along the valley floor.

B A very rural area, with strong sense of tranquillity and a good experience
of dark night skies.

B Pylon routes in the south are intrusive features in an otherwise rural
landscape.
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Landscape character description

Natural influence

5.54 A shallow river valley with an undulating landform. Valley slopes rise from
the valley floor at around 60 metres AOD to the highest point at 100 metres
AOD near Clay Wood. The river flows south-east from Clay Wood, winding
through the villages of Great Sampford and Little Sampford towards Great
Bardfield (within Braintree District).

5.55 The character area has a mixed underlying geology and marks the
transition between Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation and Seaford Chalk
Formation in the north, and clays of the Thanet Formation and Lambeth Group
in the south. It is overlain by Alluvium and glaciofluvial deposits along the river
course, and glacial till on the valley slopes. The resulting soils freely draining
lime-rich soils. These soils are generally classified as Grade 2 (very good) and
Grade 3 (good) agricultural land.

5.56 Due to the fertile soils, the valley sides are mostly in arable cultivation. The
field pattern is medium- to large-scale, and regular in shape, bounded by
hedges and occasional hedgerow trees. There has been some fragmentation of
hedgerows, and in places these have been reinforced by post and rail or post
and wire fencing. Pasture is found along the river corridor, with cattle present,
creating a bucolic character.

5.57 The farmed landscape is open with limited woodland cover. This is
concentrated along the River Pant, with small blocks of priority habitat
deciduous woodlands on the valley sides. Ancient woodland is recorded at Clay
Wood, the largest woodland block in the area, which is designated as LWS.
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Cultural influences

5.58 The field pattern is dominated by pre-18™ century irregular fields, probably
of medieval origin and some maybe even older. There was some post-1950s
field loss, with an amalgamation of small fields in order to provide larger units,
however, the overall grain of the landscape remains largely unchanged.

5.59 Small historic settlements are located along the valley sides of the River
Pant. Great Sampford is the larger of the two villages, located on the eastern
slope. Great Sampford and Little Sampford feature clusters of listed buildings
and the former has is designated Conservation Area.

5.60 Outside of the main settlements, isolated farmsteads and halls are
dispersed over the rolling farmland. Locally distinctive building styles and
material including timber framed building with colour-washed walls and thatched
roofs creates a strong local vernacular. Brick and flint walls are also common.

5.61 The B1053 provides roughly north-south access along the eastern valley
slopes. A handful of smaller narrow roads provide access to the south of the
area, many designated as Protected Lanes, for their historic, biodiversity and
aesthetic values.

5.62 A network of footpaths crosses the area providing recreational access to
the landscape and the riverside.

Views and perceptual influences

5.63 This is an undulating shallow valley landscape, with open views across the
valley from the valley sides. Woodland in the surrounding plateau landscapes
provides a wooded horizon to many views. Hedge banks or grass banks line the
roads, providing some open views.

Uttlesford Landscape Character Assedoid@® 213 73



LCT A: River Valleys

5.64 The River Pant valley narrows at Little Sampford, and the river is fringed
mainly by marginal plants and in-channel plants, and riparian vegetation. This
results in enclosed views on the valley floor. The narrow river corridor is not
obvious in the wider landscape.

5.65 Limited access by road, and distance from large settlements results in a
strongly rural landscape. Traffic noise on the B1053 and B1051 locally impacts
on an otherwise tranquil landscape. There is a good experience of dark night
skies.

Landscape Evaluation

Key landscape qualities and sensitivities

5.66 The most valued attributes of this LCA, which would therefore be most
sensitive to change are summarised as:

B Small-scale semi-natural and ancient woodland scattered across the
farmed landscape.

B Sense of historic integrity resulting from a dispersed settlement pattern
of traditional villages.

B Open views across the narrow valley, and views to the undulating valley
sides from adjacent landscapes.

B The wooded skyline in views from the valley slopes.

B A tranquil, rural landscape with a high degree of tranquillity and dark
night skies.
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Figure 5.14: Small-scale pasture fields adjacent to the river

Pressures and forces for change

B Agricultural intensification leading to further loss or fragmentation of field
boundaries, hedgerows and tree cover.
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B Pollution of the River Pant from fertiliser and pesticide run-off from
surrounding farmland.

B Invasive species within the river and banks, including Giant Hogweed and
Himalayan Balsam altering the plant composition of the river banks.

B Pressure from increased traffic on minor roads impacting local levels of
tranquillity and erosion of verges.

B Potential pressure for new residential development at Great Sampford and
Little Sampford.

B Potential for erection of new farm buildings on higher ground, both within
and adjacent to this LCA, which may be visually intrusive.

B Drive for more renewable energy generation leading to demand for wind
turbines and solar farms either within or visible from the LCA.

B The river valley landscape is susceptible to the impacts of climate change,
including higher average temperatures and drier summers, wetter winters,
more frequent winter storms and flooding leading to:

m Changes in woodland / tree species composition due to the spread of
pests/ pathogens, (particularly phytopthora pathogens and ash die-
back), including a loss of mature and veteran trees. This could also
impact native hedgerows.

m Loss of woodland /trees due to wind-throw and of dieback in drought
prone locations.

m  Changes in cropping and land use as a response to climate change
impacting the character of the farmland.

m Drought conditions leading to crop failures, and reduced productivity
changing the character of the farmed landscape.

m Changes to seasonal flooding and flash floods, and an increasing
demand for flood defence activity. This could create more physical
habitat degradation and introduce potentially detracting features.
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Landscape Guidelines

The overall strategy for Pant River Valley LCA is to enhance the rural,

tranquil character of the farmed landscape with its historic villages and

narrow lanes. Seek to conserve cross-valley views and strengthen the

landscape pattern by conserving semi-natural habitats, including riverside

wetlands and hedgerows.

Protect and conserve

Protect and conserve ancient and semi-natural woodland, grasslands and
wetland habitats.

Conserve and enhance the existing hedgerow pattern.

Conserve historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges. Avoid
unsympathetic highway works, including lighting and inappropriate road
upgrades.

Conserve the local distinctiveness of historic buildings and their
contribution to landscape character, including within the Great Sampford
Conservation Area.

Conserve cross-valley views and characteristic views across and along the
valley.

Conserve and promote the use of building materials which are in keeping
with local vernacular.

Conserve dark skies by limiting unnecessary lighting along narrow
lanes/road junctions and associated with any new development.

Manage

Manage areas of ancient and semi-natural woodland through traditional
woodland management techniques as important landscape, historical and
nature conservation sites. Where opportunities arise, encourage woodland
planting to link fragmented sites.
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Encourage regeneration of woodlands; promoting natural colonisation
adjacent to existing woodland.

Strengthen and enhance the marginal riverside habitat along the River
Pant, including pasture and off-stream wetlands.

Strengthen and enhance the traditional pattern of the landscape by
augmenting fragmented hedgerows using native species.

Manage the recreational use of the landscape (along PRoW) which
provide informal access on linked routes through farmland.

Plan

Plan tree planting and expansion or new woodland creation where
appropriate to landscape character. Use climate-hardy species and follow
‘Right Tree, Right Place’ principles.

Enhance connections between existing woodlands to increase habitat
connectivity and enhance landscape character.

Plan to decrease erosion and siltation of water courses through
appropriate crop species and minimising nutrient applications.

Ensure any future residential expansion on valley sides is small-scale,
respecting the historic settlement pattern of Great and Little Sampford, and
traditional vernacular.

Ensure that plans for modern farm buildings are sensitively located and
their impacts on the landscape mitigated through careful design and
deciduous tree planting.

Consider the introduction of reduced lighting on the B1051 and B1053
roads to reduce impacts on the rural character of the landscape.

Use planning and design guidelines to resist further urbanisation,
particularly in the unsettled landscape to the north. Any new development
should utilise traditional materials and building styles.
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LCA A4: Upper Chelmer River Valley

Location and summary

5.67 This character area consists of the narrow valley of the River Chelmer and
its tributaries, including the Stebbing Brook. The rural landscape is dominated
by arable farmland. Settlement and infrastructure are concentrated in the south,
centred around Great Dunmow, which is excluded from the assessment as a
larger urban area.

5.68 Located in the south of the district, the LCA is defined by the extent of the
Upper Chelmer river valley as it cuts through the surrounding clayland plateau.
The river valley continues into Chelmsford district to the south.

Figure 5.16: Location of A4 Upper Chelmer River Valley
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LCT A: River Valleys

Figure 5.17: Typical view of the LCA: Gently undulating arable
fields with small woodlands

Key characteristics

Geology, soils, topography and drainage

B A narrow valley, drained by the meandering upper course of the River
Chelmer with a side valley formed by its tributary the Stebbing Brook.

B The landform is gently undulating, with gently sloping river valley slopes.

B The underlying boulder clay bedrock overlain with glacial till gives rise to
fertile loamy soils.

Land use and field patterns

B A landscape dominated by arable farmland on the valley sides, with
rough pasture and wet meadows on the narrow floodplain, and pasture
on settlement edges.

B A large-scale, regular field pattern. Fields are enclosed by thick low
hedgerows, sometimes fragmented, with hedgerow trees.
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Trees and woodland cover

B Limited woodland cover, with wet woodlands and riverside trees lining
the valley floor, with smaller areas of woodland on the valley sides,
some of ancient origin.

Semi-natural habitats and biodiversity

B Small areas of deciduous woodland, grassland and wetland provide
variety within the valley landscape, many designated as Local Wildlife
Sites.

Historic landscape character

B Historic field patterns include enclosed meadow pastures on the river
valley floodplain, and pre-18t" century irregular fields on the valley
slopes.

B Moated sites, motte castles and halls with parklands, and historic
farmsteads are found across the landscape. Second World War
pillboxes are distinctive features.

Settlement, transport pattern and rights of way

B Settlement is concentrated at Great Dunmow (outside the LCA) and
Little Dunmow, with small historic linear settlements located high on the
valley sides.

B Busy roads, including the A120, extend from Great Dunmow. Most roads
run along the top of the valley sides, with a few narrow lanes crossing
the river to connect the settlements.

B A good network of footpaths including the promoted routes Saffron Trail
and Harcamlow Way.

Views and perceptual qualities

B Open views from the valley sides, framed by small woodlands, contrast
with enclosed and framed views along the valley floor. Church towers
and spires form local landmarks.

B The landscape has a rural character, with good level of tranquillity in the
north, away from Great Dunmow and the A120.
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B Aeroplanes taking off from Stansted Airport are a frequent feature in
views.

B The water courses are generally hidden from view by vegetation, and
are not obvious within the landscape.

Landscape character description

Natural influences

5.69 The narrow valley of the River Chelmer and its tributaries, including a side
valley formed by the Stebbing Brook, sits within the surrounding boulder clay
plateau. The shallow valley sides have a gently undulating landform, ranging
from 45 metres AOD to 100 metres AOD. The bedrock of boulder clay (London
Clay Formation) is overlain by glacial till deposits and alluvium, Head, sands
and gravels. The resulting soil is freely draining, slightly acidic and loamy, and is
classified as Grade 2 (very good) and Grade 3 (moderate) agricultural land.

5.70 Due to the fertile soils, the valley sides are dominated by arable cultivation,
in large regular-shaped fields. Along the small floodplain fields are smaller, with
areas of rough pasture and wet meadow, and some smaller pasture fields to the
west of the river. Areas of pasture are also found near to the smaller
settlements. Fields are bounded by thick, low hedgerows and scattered
hedgerow trees, although hedgerows are often fragmented.

5.71 The valley sides have an open character with only occasional small
woodlands. The valley floor is more enclosed with many riverside and hedgerow
trees, and a string of small wet woodlands. Many of these woodlands are
recorded as priority habitat deciduous woodlands, and a few are of ancient
origin. Small areas of priority habitat include floodplain grazing marsh along the
river corridor, and good quality semi-improved grassland at Tilty. Many of the
woodlands and unimproved grasslands are locally designated as LWS. The
former railway line Flitch Way is designated as LNR for its unimproved
grassland, scrub and wetland habitats.
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Cultural influences

5.72 Historic land use is evidenced by the extensive enclosed meadow pastures
along the river valley floodplains and pre-18" century generally irregular fields,
probably of medieval origin and some maybe even older.

5.73 The original medieval pattern of dispersed sett