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Child Friendly Sandwell 

On Wednesday 17 January 2024, Cabinet confirmed it would 

submit an expression of interest for Sandwell to become a 

UNICEF Child Friendly Borough. 

A child friendly borough is one that respects and promotes the 

rights of children and young people and provides them with 

opportunities to participate in its social, cultural, political and 

economic life. Developing a child friendly borough involves 

engaging with children and young people as active citizens, 

ensuring their safety and well-being, and creating inclusive and 

accessible spaces and services for them.

We were accepted onto the UNICEF UK programme September 

2024.

Our application to UNICEF demonstrates our commitment to 

improving the lives of children by realising their rights as 

articulated in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(1989).



Vision
Our vision is to achieve UNICEF accredited Child Friendly Borough status within 3 years. 

• Our focus is on improving outcomes for Children and Young People (0-19, SEND: aged up to 25). Every child 

has the right to grow up in an environment where they feel safe and secure, have access to basic services 

and clean air and water, can play, learn and grow and where their voice is heard and matters.

• The UNICEF programme will require us to be brave in our aspirations and support a cultural change within 

the council, as well as among our partners and stakeholders, to ensure that children's rights, needs and 

voices are respected and prioritised in all decisions that affect them. 

• Our child friendly approach has the potential to unite a range of progressive agendas including health and 

wellbeing, school readiness, sustainability, resilience and safety and act as a catalyst for urban regeneration 

and innovation.

• The status would not only benefit for children and young people, but also the whole community, as it fosters 

social cohesion, diversity, and innovation.



• At its core is the concept of human dignity – the 
principle that each child is a unique person with 
intrinsic worth who should be respected and valued 
in all circumstances. 

• Rights are interdependent, so the fulfilment of one 
right often depends on the fulfilment of other rights

• Rights are indivisible, so each child enjoys all rights 
enshrined in the UNCRC, whatever their 
circumstances. 

• As duty bearers, local government and its partners 
need to be transparent and accountable to children 
and young people. Having dependable, open and 
accountable relationships and dialogue between local 
government, communities, families and children and 
young people is essential in the collective goal of 
securing children’s rights. 

A CRBA also incorporates the four general principles of 
the UNCRC. These are not only rights in themselves, but 
underpin every other right in the Convention: 

• For rights to be applied without discrimination 
(Article 2)

• For the best interests of the child to be a primary 
consideration (Article 3) 

• The right to life, survival and development (Article 6)
• The right to express a view and have that view 

respected (Article 12).











All  CYP regardless of their 
background, culture, ability

• Feel welcome in the 
community

• Have the same opportunities to 
grow, learn, explore and have 
fun

• Are protected from 
discrimination

Children and young people

• Feel safe in their 
homes, neighbourhood 
and community

• Are able to trust the 
police, teachers and 
other adults.

• Can share ideas about 
improving safety in the 
community and speak 
out if they feel worried 
or unsafe.

Children and young people

• Can explore and spend time 
in parks, woodland and 
other open spaces.

• Are free to develop their 
interests, hobbies and 
talents.

• Can spend time with their 
friends.

Children and young people

• Are able to learn about the world 
around them in a safe, welcoming 
and respectful place.

(this includes children and young 
people who are not able to attend 
school)

• The council finds new, 
different and creative ways 
to make sure all children in 
Sandwell enjoy their rights.

Children and young people

• Can share their views and influence 
decisions that affect them.

• Can come together to discuss 
issues that matter to them.

• Can communicate their concerns 
and wishes to local leaders and 
other adults.

Children and young people

• Have good physical, mental 
and emotional health

• Are supported if they have 
additional needs.

• Know how to stay healthy.

Across Sandwell

• Libraries, leisure facilities, parks, 
health clinics and other services 
respect, welcome and support 
children and young people.

• Decisions about how to make 
services better at the design, 
commissioning and delivery stage are 
made with CYP

Children and young people

• Can move freely in their 
neighbourhood and community

• Feel welcome in public spaces, 
shops and high streets.

• Feel connected to their 
neighbourhood and community.

Families of all shapes and sizes 

• Are supported to be together
• Can get help if they are struggling
• Can enjoy activities and have fun 

in Sandwell.
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