
Conditions for tackling inequalities in physical activity - 
next steps for Hackney’s Place Partnership work with 
Sport England



Sport England Partnership (Hackney)
priorities for tackling inequalities in physical activity 

By continuing to work with existing places and investing in new areas, Sport England are targeting 
significant investment to areas with highest inactivity levels and other social need indicators, as this is 
where the partnerships can have the biggest impact on key outcomes,  recognising that no two places 
are the same.



For Hackney, this cannot be brand new work and needs to be based on 
learning from King’s Park Moving Together and strategic alignment with 

local/national priorities

● Sport England’s Uniting the Movement strategy and key Council plans:
● Hackney’s Strategic Plan (addressing wider determinants of health)
● Hackney’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy (improving mental health/social connection)
● Hackney’s Equality Plan (tackling inequality at every life stage)
● Hackney’s Voluntary and Community Strategy



Physical inactivity inequalities are complex and are due to 
multiple interconnected factors 



Three interconnected 
practices – or areas of 

action – where efforts to 
tackle inequalities may 

take place
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Capacity and capability 
across the workforce, 

volunteers and in 
communities

Collaboration Leadership Community-led action
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action

Conditions for tackling inequalities in physical activity
Configurations of conditions will be different for different places 

Developed by the National Evaluation and Learning Partnership. Further information available on www.evaluatingcomplexity.org.uk



Sport England Partnership (Hackney)
priorities for tackling inequalities in physical activity 

Based on learning from King’s Park Moving Together, the next phase of the partnership in 
Hackney is focused on:

1. Partnerships: a formal collaboration with City and Hackney Talking Therapies Service to 
embed physical activity into Step 2 anxiety and depression treatment pathways.

2. Spaces: hyper-local spaces (libraries, MUGAs), developing activation and capital improvements 
(MUGA only).

3. Community Capacity: investing in and strengthening the capacity of community organisations in 
target areas.

4. Data & Learning: improving data collection and storytelling to inform systemic change.



Shift from King’s Park to a wider area of focus (MSOA areas) with 
lower activity rates

These will be priority areas for investment, based on Sport England’s Place Needs Classification data:

● Hackney Marshes
● Amhurst Road and Pembury Estate
● Homerton South
● Haggerston East
● Hackney Downs
● Woodberry Down & Manor House (high CYP inactivity)
● Stamford Hill South (high CYP inactivity)

https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2025-06/Place%20Need%20Classification%20June%202025%20%281%29.xlsx?VersionId=l1sG1rywhtc_vWGDSb4ZItgyMslk08SQ


Sport England Partnership (Hackney)
priorities for tackling inequalities in physical activity 

The investment is targeted at those likely to be less active and this includes:

-Older people
-Disabled people and those with long term health conditions
-Women 
-People from Black and Global Majority Communities


