
WELCOME TO 
THE BLACK WOMEN RISING 

CANCER SUPPORT PROJECT 



LEANNE PERO
Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2016 
Aged 30 
8 rounds of chemo 
16 herceptin injections 
Double mastectomy and reconstruction  
6 months after mother diagnosed for the second time 
No family BRCA gene 

C E O ,  T H E  L E A N N E  P E R O  F O U N D A T I O N  



BACKGROUND
The Leanne Pero Foundation aims to address the gaps in care for POC with cancer.
After her own battle with  Cancer, Leanne realised that mainstream cancer services

were not inclusive enough and did not provide adequate support tailored to the
black and ethnic community. Similarly, the community was not engaging with

medical services to gather the much-needed data to make the changes. 
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WHAT ARE WE DOING?



W H A T  D O  Y O U  S E E  A S  T H E  M A I N
H E A L T H  C H A L L E N G E S

D I S P R O P O R T I O N A T E L Y  A F F E C T I N G
B L A C K  W O M E N  I N  T H E  U K ?

 



S O U R C E :  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  E N G L A N D ,  2 0 1 6

Black African and Black Caribbean women are
twice as likely to be diagnosed with late-stage
breast cancer compared to their white
counterparts. 

DID YOU KNOW?



S O U R C E :  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  E N G L A N D ,  2 0 1 6

Black women are less likely than White
women to go for a mammogram when invited
by the NHS.

DID YOU KNOW?
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S O U R C E :  B L A C K  W O M E N  R I S I N G  U K ,  2 0 2 1

46% of the women were told by their consultant in
their initial consultation that despite having
symptoms, they did not believe that they had cancer. 



S O U R C E :  B L A C K  W O M E N  R I S I N G  U K ,  2 0 2 1

74% of those who use a softie, prosthetic breast or
nipple were not offered one to match their skin tone. 



S O U R C E :  B L A C K  W O M E N  R I S I N G  U K ,  2 0 2 1

41% of those who lost their hair reported that they
were not offered a free wig and 78% of those
reported that there was no suitable option for them.



96% of respondents reported that they do not see
women of colour represented enough in the media
talking about breast cancer.
S O U R C E :  B L A C K  W O M E N  R I S I N G  U K ,  2 0 2 1



UNHELPFUL 
Don’t take chemo 44%

God will cure cancer 36%
Go vegan 38%

Stress has caused your cancer 47%
You're too young 40%

 

COMMENTS



MORE THAN A THIRD (34%)
OF CAMDEN’S POPULATION
ARE FROM BLACK, ASIAN
AND OTHER COMMUNITIES 

SOURCE: Camden's Equalitiy Profile 2021



An increase in positive health outcomes for people of colour with cancer across-the-board
More POC seeking medical intervention and advice at the earliest opportunity 
More POC accessing suitable cancer support services and not feeling excluded 
POC included in the narrative around cancer awareness campaigns and literature 
POC being able to navigate their cancer journey and feel empowered, supported and free from shame 
Social taboos and misconceptions of cancer are greatly reduced as more POC become educated about
cancer in their communities 

Our aims as an organisation are to influence changes that see :

WHAT WE 
There are no quick wins or one size fits all when it comes to the
complexities of dealing with cancer and POC.

AIM TO DO



WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 



Help us to place our bi-yearly magazine in doctors and hospital waiting rooms
Help us inform health professionals and signpost link workeer of our monthly online support
groups, coffee mornings and other vital services so they can recommend them to their patients.
Equality and Diversity training and education for all cancer medical professionals using real-time
data 
POC being believed and their concerns not dismissed when seeking medical advice 
Media campaigns and articles that educate not just POC but everyone about the importance of
change in this area 
More government-backed research into cancer within the black community with a true and up-to-
date picture of where we are and with clear recommendations 
Keep inviting us to meetings like this.

ACTION POINTS



CONTACT FURTHER

blackwomenrising.org

foundation@leannepero.com

@blackwomenrisinguk


